// 3|1

SURARY OF COINENTS RECGIVED T0 30 HARCH FROM PCLITICAL PARTIES

1., OFFiCIAL UNIONIST PARTY

The roppensibility for education in Northern Irelaad ghould be for a devolved
government in order to exsmine the full nzture, scope end costing involved.

ihe merapoinz of the 11+ without an objective sliernative i queried thoush tha

need Por chwnge is recognised,

Fovours "z system of comprehemsive educaiion” rathoer than "z cysiem of comnrehensive

pohoola™,
|

Supports the continuing evolution of the eduentionsl sysien ri;ther then its possible

desiruction by a revolutiouary approach. The staius of "inlermediste® could be

roiced hy a more generous points system for the employment of sncillary cielf. bore

relevant work should be devised for non~acadexmic students who should te encoursped

to rencin at school until they obtain employment.

NOTE:  7The above recommerdations have beem erdorsed by the policy meking body of
the vhole Pertye.

2, UMI (3 Press releases issued lest few days of July 1976)

" pe Statement by Frs Anne Dickson, UPNI Spokesmen on Fducation (now leador of the
Party)e Allezes it is hypocritical thet s Labowr Kinister (Mr Koyle) oiucated
&t Ceambridge should impose en educational Eystlcﬁn of totel lack of choice in
Northorn Irelznd. Alleges this ie sceoizlist and doctrinvire., The thought of
reoligious integration.at sixth=form level seciis half-hesriel.

be Joint statement by Mrs Eileen Pelterson md Hr Hichael ILong.

Disagree that comprehensive cducation is the beat form of educetion efter the
o of 13, and favour guided parentsl choices Point out thet there has been
no ettenpt to fzce the roligiaﬁs intesration issues Alleze thet comjrehensive
education will be foisted on Forthern Irvelmd ond that decision bre alvesdy
been taken.

ce Stetenent by Mr Michael Long

States that the UPHT will campaign 1o naintein excsllencs in cducation in lorth
Irelond and will seck to implement z policy of seeking to crsate o pystem where

'©PRONI ED/13/2/392 Lo




parents will have the widest possible freodomof choice besed on a degroe of
selection at 13+. URNI intend to campaign on this platform in the Loezl
Government Elections in May 1977. The only hope for Northern ireland®s

education systenm mey well be the early return of & Conservaiive Uovernmente

3. SDLP (in initial statement) (Full statement to bLe presented to the Kinister
in early April)

igree the nee@ for the introduction of a truly comprehennive system of secondsTy
ecducetion. Transfer srrangements should bLe national and prescure Iree. PFeel that
neighbourhood or coniributory schools would be the best method of achieving this.
Qandang a5 a means of selection for second level schools is not accepiablee 211
through 11=18 schools recommended for areas where this ia feasible, In othor oress
11-16 schools feeding into sixth-form colleges are recommendeds. With reorganisation,
nanagement structures and finencial srrangements showld ensure no special privileged
cor entrenched prszt¢ous for any groupe ;ne opportunity should be teken in the
reorvanisgtzon of the education system to encourage maximum co~operation betwesn

gchools particularly across the commmity divide.

4e ALLIANCE PARITY (Submission by Hducetion Policy Group)

1. Welcomes Consultative Documente.

Ze Supports:
ae fetenticn ef 11 as age of transfer;
be the cnd of foe pgying within the state suppofted sysiens
ce the proposzls for Boards of Qovernors and Managenment Committees;

de the proposed systom of finsncing voluntery secondary schools.

3¢ Criticisess
te the scope of the study;
be oalls for a further examinstion of Craigavon (two=tier) syetem;
c. the propoéal to have 114 = 16+ ~ 16+ ~ 18+ schools side by side;
d. the absence of plans on'integrated educations
ee ‘the absence of pluns for Techn;cal Colle: ed,

f« the zcceptance of single sex schools « seeks more consideration of
co=ecducationas
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4e Qenorals _
Want 11+ abolisheds Is onposed t0 over-~lzrge schools. Fevours parental choice
ant equality of opportunitys. Point out that no single system is suitavle for
all of Nerthern Irelend. fhe fwo-ticr system is bect suited for large urben

eSS e

0f the various syctems their order of preference iss
ie Jumior high schools 11«14 and cenior high schools 14-18.
ii. 11-16 schools with one pixtheforn college for cach sres.

iii. Several 11-16 schools with one 11-18 school for each arcu.

ive Several 11-16 schools =nd seversl 11~18 schoole for each aregze.
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