.organised in every parich in his diocese to discuss the implications of the Cowuxz
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VISTIRG ROTyRsd JORD URICHETT AU BISHOP DALY

1. Lord Felchett met Bichop (Pduard) Pa ly in Londonderry on 24 Jemuary., This wag in
regponse to a reguest {rom Bishep Daly, who had asked to meel Lord llelchelt lo discuus

educational policy, lonsigror Coulier (headmaster of St Columb's College) and
lonsiguor Kielt (of the Western ilducation Board) were also present, 2

Secondary Reorganicalion

2. Bishop Daly began by referring to the extensive series of meetings which he had
a
Report. A team of experts had been studying the report in great delail and would te
leading diccussions with parents wnd other interested pariies, they would theu
report baock, and a subnission would be made to the Minister., Lord ielchett said ¥
warmly welcomed this initiative, which he hoped would furiher broaden the dehate.

3, The Bishop gave his own views, which were strongly against reorganisation zlong

comprehensive lines., He seid thal Northern Ireland was a conservative socieiy ("v: n

a small "C" if not a large onc") end that he felt both communitics would resent
major social inrovation of thig nature; +the big grammar scheols were justifiably
famous and should not be changed, onsiznor CoulLﬁr quoted Purkheim, saying that
it would be wrong fto impose an alien educational systenm on a sociely which was not
structured for it. They both particularly feared that ccmprchensive reorgonisation
would be forced on the country by the present government znd then abendoned by come
future Tory goverament - this would have disastrous effecis on the children. Bighop
Daly peinted thal grammer schools in Northeran Ireland, unlike those in Britain, vere
socially ecalitarian — up to 25% of gragmar 5chool pun11° in Londonderry recoived
free school meals - £o it could not beé said that comprehensive education was necded
to break down a socially unfair system,

: X &
4. It was generally accepted that the X1+ as presently arranged had to go, and
dongignor Coulter proposed that il be rcplﬁred by a system of "Blection" by which
parents chose which schools — grammar or secondary — their children attended. Lord
lielchelt commented that this was wirealistic as more varents would wish their
children to atltend grammar schools than there were groamar school places; it was
also socially P&tPO'T“GSLVP, since &ll middle class parvenlts would opt for grammnar
scheols and most working class parents for secondary schools, Bishop DalJ said he
feared that if comprechensives were introduced many middle class parvents in his
commwiily would send their children to independent scheols in the Republic anyway,
so lowering the educalional standards of the whole couuniry.

Sixth Torm Colleces

5. Lord ilelchett referred to the many comments he had received on the Cowan Report
in support of a system of 11-15 comprehensive schools leading to seporate cizth fora
collegez, Again Bishop Daly objecied 1o this idea, saying that il would hive off
the best puulln and the best teachers and would cffectively desiroy the cheractar of
existing gropmar schools,

6. YLord lielchatt comzented on more thag one occasion Juring the neeting that it wouled

L
not be prastissl o Luvc scparate state and velustary (ic Roman Cathelic) cixth Jorm
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collezes and that sush colleges, if introduced, would have to be integrated, Eishop
Daly appesrcd to accept this but said that he hoped they would not be introduced for
this recson alene, but rather that the debate aboul them would be conducted on

education:l grounds (on which, of course, he was agai 5t)e

Inteerated “Mucation

7. In a general discussion on integrated educeation Bishen Daly and Monsisnor Coulter
said that there were so few parcnts who wished their children to be educated at an
integrated school thet it was hardly an issue worth vorrying about., Certainly hardly
any of their own comnunity wantcd their children educated in other than Romzn Catholic
schools, Bishop Daly said that he continucd to put the greatest importance on a close
link between the home and the school enviromment, and so children btrousht up in the
Romen Catholic faith ought to be educated in schools of that faith; schools hzd proved
a rare stabilising influence over the last seven years, and it would be divisive to
force integration on the community - "the playground would become a battle ground",

8. Lord Melchett said there was no intention of forcing integrated education on anyone,
althourch he did point oult that religion wes the only field in which parents had this
freedom of choice, they did not, for example, have any say in whether their children
attended a grammar or 2 secondary school., He asked for Bishop Daly's reaction to the
holding of the confercnce on shared schools which had been suggested by the previous
Secretary of State — il there really was no public support for the idea such a
conference would demenstrate that fact, Bishop Daly's rcaction could not be described
as enthusiastic. He said that it would be merely a gimnmick designed for its media
impact and would not reflect any recal public interest. Ie advised Lord Melchett to
tell any supporters of secondary reorganisation whom he might meet to "come and have

a word with me", ' :

9. It was generally felt that the views of the Protestant church on this matier would
be exactly the same,

Bussing

10. Finally Lord Melchett referred to thd difficulties which had arisen in Londonderry
end in Fivemiletown where individual Catholic families who had sent their children fo a
state school on grounds of principle had not been granted free school transport as the
rules said that they were only alloued free transport to the nearest i school., (Lord
Lielchett said that the case of the Londonderry femily had been raised with him by
William Ross at which Bichop Daly eaid that he had never met Mr Ross!).

11. Bishop Daly replied that the general issue was one of how the instructions about
bussing were interpreted and that this was a matier for the department althoush he did
not wish to see the rules so amended in a way that Catholic familics would have the
cheice between Catholic schools of the same type. Lord ilelchett said that this was
not a possibility, but that he hoped to be able to amend the ruleg 1o allow more
flexibility on this matter,
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