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In dune 1972, in the face of a buwnger strjke invelwving r oo i e
the Government of the day introduced “special category™ status for rwiraners

invelved with pareailitary ov':1wrmtions, both Repunlican arg Loysali st
vho had been convicied and sontenced to niore then ¢ months! iapriesnsent for
offences related to the civil disturbances in Horthera Ireloud. PBecause of
the large:numbers involved and the lack of norial cell ace comaodakbion

special category prisoners vere housed in compounds. They were not to be

required to worlk, could wear their own clothes and were allowed additionnl
: . d
. privileges including éxtra visits and food parcels.
By the end of 1977 there were 688_apecia1 cafcgory prisoners inclucding 25
) women. By 31 December 1974 the number hfd.incrcascd te 1115 including 51 womes
. At the end of 1974 there were 5%5 male special calcgory prisoiiers in compounce
at Maze, 502 in cempounds at Magilligan, and 18 in Belfast. The women were
Armagh prison, the only women's prieon in Northern Ircland.
The use of compound accommodation gave rise to eserious problems of cenirul
and administration. The whole question of gpecial category status for ceriain

0 ' _ convicted prisoners, and the use of compound accommodation, was closely .
examined by the Committee under the chalrnanshlp of Lord Gardiner, (the
... former lord Chancellor) which reported in January 19?5*. The following
is an extract frem the Committee's Reporti-
UPrisons of the compound type, each compound holding up to

90 prisoncers, are thoroughly unsatisfactory from every point
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*Report of a Comuittec to .consider in the context of eivil liberties and humau
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righte, meacurces to deal with terroriem in Horthern Ireland: mnd 5347
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"which have been provded.

ingide the coppounds, g PeRabiliviviicio w is inporzible.®
1y L] Rl * P TIY - . - e - =y W W - w T - v . AT 2 s 1 B -
The repori recommended that the earliest epporiuniivy chonld be faken to end
special category and that the first priority should be %o stop admitting nev
z - - Aisd bl [y

prisoners to it.

In November 1975 the Secretary of State, Mr Rees;, amnourecd the Governments
intention to start to phace out specizl calegery status. This phacing out
process began with effect from 1 March 19765 no prisoner cotvicted of an

of fence comuiited on or after that dale has been granted spocial category
4 et ~

treatment, regardless of the nature of his offence. A1l prisoners who would

‘formerly have been placed in the special category-have been placed in cells,

most of them in Maze Priscon, where eighi ncw cell blocks of 100 cells euch
have been contructed. These are the blocks vhich are known as "H Blocks"

(% ~

because of their design: in the shape of a letler H.

At the end of February 19706 there weré mcre‘thnn 1%00 special category prisonc
Now (17 September 1978} the number has falien to.Géﬁ. ht onc time 30
compounds were needed to house éhe gpecial category priconers, now only %1 =
all at Maze - are needed for this purpose. This has cnabled the former
compounds to be converted to other conmlruciive uses, particularly to

accommodate the modern facilities for industrial work and vocational training

2 FS

The Protest Campaign * iy

In September 1976 the first prisonérs'were gentenced for offences commitied
after 1 March 1976, and it was then that the protest, in the form of refusing
to work or to wear prison clothing, began. This action is a breach of the
Prison Rules (Morthern Ireland) 1954; all the prisoners concernad have been
dealt with under the disciplinafy procedures laid down in the Rules. These

are the prisoners said to be "on the blanket'.



of remission, generally s day [or cach day of proteniing, and loss of

Il &

privileges. This means, for example, that ihe prisoners sre not ais

privilege visits, newspapers, radios or parcels.

The prireoners protesting by refusing to work or to wear prison ¢lothing are

6till allowed their statutory monthly visits, normal meals, to use he

toilets, and normal wedical facililies. Exercice is availabl e, ac reguired

by the Pricon Rules, provided that the prisoners put on priszon clotkes to
tl’l\'.:::,'
take it (or, in suitable weather conditions,/uay ewercigse in prison underwesr

& _or naked). It is the prisoners' own choice not to teke exercise in any of
these ways.

The cell blocks at Maze Prison im which the prolest is teking place have only

retently been built and provide prison accommodation on a par with the best

-

in Western Europe. Each block cost over a million pounds. Good recrzaiions’
facilities including a £1000000 sports hall and two all-weather sports
pitches have been specially provided for the use of the inmates in the

Cellular Prison. Each block aleo has its own classroom and a library,

‘and cach wing has its own dining hall. The central heating systeﬁ in the

g i S O
blocks maintains a minimum temperature of about 65 .

Women prieoners in Northern Ireland are not recquired to wear prison clothinz,

»

o e . The women prisoners in Armagh who are protesting against the refusal of

e o OF

- ; special category status are doing &0 by refusing to work. They are

also being dealt with under the disciplinary procedurcs set ocut in the

.— - Prison Rulec.

The Intensification of the Protest

Since March 1978, rather more than 300 of the protesting priconers in three
of the eight H Blocks at Maze have intensified their protest by refucing to
clean their cells, Lo use the toilets or empty their chamber pots. Thny

have deliberately damaged the contents and fittings of their cells, and at

one time they were pouring urine and excreta out into the corridors through th
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Covernor of the priron was obliped to order the s #2v L of beds and all othes
€ : i)

cell furniture vhich were in any cawe being destreyed or drmaged by the

prisoners; the prisoners are now sleeping oa theiy mattres: 66, The corridors

are no longer being fouled to the same extent; but thisg is only liecause

(e led
ap?rtures in the doors have been modified by staff. Sarse of the protesting
priponers are uti}l pouring their urine under the cell doors, throwing excrete
out of'their windowes and cuearing it on the vindows, the windou-fromos

and the outside walls.

The cells which the prisoners are fouling in this way arve being eyctematically

cleancd by prison staff using modern steam-cleaning equipment; this mezns that

every cell is clecaned every 3-U weeks or zo. The prisoners are immediately

dirtying the clean cells to which they are transferred.

*
L) ~

During recent weeks the protesting prisoners have broken all their cell
windows. These are being replaced with a @ifferent type of glass vhich it

is hoped will prevent furiner breakages.

The Medical Aspects of the Current Protest Campaign

The medical and public health aspects are being closely watched; the

Northern Ireland Cffice receives freo

uent reports from the dectors at the
pricon. Any protester who wants to do so can report sick in the ordinary
way. So far no prisoner has been found to be suffering from any illness,
phyeical or mental, other than a few minor skin conditions, attributable to

the protest. The prisoners are being fed in their cells, and there is no

.

evidence whatever that any prisoner is suffering from under-nutrition.

Treatment of the Protesters by Prison Staff

g

The Governor and the staff have acted with great restraint in the face of
this prolonged and most provocative form of protest action. There is no
doubt that one of the objectives of ths cur;Ent protest is to harass and
provoice staff, but the pricon officers - despite the murder in the courcs of
the terrdrist caupaign of six of their collcagues and muny other attacks -
have contiaued to carry oui their duties responsibly, and indeed with

compassion and understanding, in spite of the unpleasant conditions which ihe

- priconers are deliberately crealing. !fl_ e e ——
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priconers or maltreated them in any way. The prison Governor would jot

condone rough treatment of prisoners, of whatever nature, by stafy. Prises

officers know that any complaints by pricouers of ill-treaiment are

thoroughly and prcwpt]y investigated,; and if subsiantizted will lead to
disciplinury action.

.

The Baupﬂ of ?i"1to“"

Like all pricons, the :'5'1:.?.(:_- has an independent Board of Visitors, members
of vhich are drawn from all seciors of the community. The Board has
access to all parts of the prison and the Chairman, who pays frequent
visits to‘the profeaters' cell blocks, has written to ﬂr Concannon ﬁarmly
commending the work of the Governoxr amd his staff in the face of the

gifficult conditions in the cell blocks where the protest is taking place.

The Governmentts Atti uude to the Protecst

The Goveranment is secking, in the face of a prolon*ed terrorist caupaign
in vhich more than 1800 people have been killed and another 20000 injured,
to.maintain the rule of law. It is an essential clement of the Government!
approach that those found guilty after due process of law shall, ﬁf they
are sent to prison by the courts, serve out their eentences in prison
conditions vwhich are as fair and humane as possible. Any fair and hunane
prison gystem must rest upon compliance with a set of Rules which apply

to all convicted prisoners, not just to some of them.

The declared objective of the protesting prisoners and those who support

them is to secure the restoration of a form of special treatment for certain

offences. The prisoners concerned, however, are in no sence political

prisoners detained for what they believe; of those taking part in the "dirty’

protest, more than 70 have been convicted of murder or attenmpted mardpr,
and more than €0 of explosives offences, The Govermment hac uade
on repealed occasions that it will not be deflected from its policy of

phasing out special treatment for prigonere, no matter vhat protests are
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made inoide or ontside the pricons.

+* 1"

Nor is there any stope for coampremiss by the introductien of some form of

)

-

separate classification, such as Yemergency statvs”, for certain scntenced
prisoners. No matter what name might be used, this would cssentislly b

return to special category with an implication of aunepty 3o due covros.

It is not the Gs"t. rament's wish that the protesting vrieoners shouvld centivue
tn endure their present conditicng, conditions which they themselves have
created. But the choice reste with them, and perhaps even more with those

vwho influence them and their families from outside pricon.

The publicity giveﬁ to the activities of the protssting prisoners, vho
constitute only 20% or so of the ﬁon~5pecial category convicted prisonsrs,
haé taken attention away from the notable proéress wvhich has been made in
Northern Ireland dur{ng the last 2-3 years in establishing a modern prison
system with first-class facilitieés for work, vocational training, edvcation
and recreation. The arrangements in Northern Ireland in regard to such
matters as visits, parcels and the wearing by priconers of their own clothin:

during leicure periods are in advance of those in the rest of ths United

Kingdom.
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