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o ffences relc:.1;co. to t.he civi} disturb,~nces :t?:. JioI'th.cc'n Ircl:).rd.. E()c~;u GC' of 

. . 
the l arge .n '-~.::lbe):,[; involved and the l D.ele 01' !lo!.':;:[~J. ·v::J.l [!. l'Co; ::.~:;) dati()r~ 

. , 
:tTl corr nOJ;.t)(i ~) .. They were not to ~c 

r equired to ';m'k, could \'lear their ovm clothes Cl~lU. \.;(;;:'e allo\· .. ed ad(li t:~ ol'c~~.l 

• pd.vHt!gcs i ncluding extra viGit s ond food pal'celfs. 

By t.he end of 19'73 there Vfere 688 ['.pecial. c:o..t<::[;ory })ri~O!10l'8 inc:Ludi:lc 2~) 

Rt Haze, 502 in cc~;;;pcunds at J'b.gilliC<l.n , and 18 in 13elfnsL Tho ~·;c;;::cn \;,::.n: 5 ' 

Armn.gh prize-H, the or:ly \f Cmen I s pri~on in northern Ircla1~d . 

'l'he u se of c077ipound acco:r.:::od3.t:i.on gave rise to [;eriouG problciiLs of. CC:1. 'v :".' } 

convicted prisonert;, and the use of compound accommodation, vias closely 

czarnincd by t.he COlTl:-:i ittee under thc chl;l.il'man[j~ip cf Lord Gardine!.", (the 

former Lord Chancellor) which reported in Jaliu~ry 1975(' . The follo \,/in::; 

is an extract frc~ the Committee's Hcport:-

IiPrisons o f the compound t:ilx: , each compound holding up to 

90 pri soncr 5~ are thoroughly uns;.J. tiElfactoX'y from eVE"r y pcint 

----.... ~---.• ------.-~ .... ---"---.-."".-----'----... -'----~ ........... ----.---.--.... -------.... ----.. -- ... ~.--.~.- ... -... . ~ 
*Report of C1. Cor.:.iitt(!c to .c0:1f3idc:r in the coni:ext of ci'! ::i.l lib(~rl;:i.e~; ['1:(\ 't.uri'::U 
righ te, mea[,11rc ~; to deal 'y! i th t e rror).t.':1 :in 110rthcrn Ircla:id : CE1nd .)(; L! 'i' 
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priGoners to it. 

• '"If' 
I,) t '" I. • I \ (~; 1....1. '. : .. I." 1 :' t. r' , 

intention to Gt8.rt to phaGe out GlK:c::i.;:'l co .. L ('~()ry st:~. tHr; . '.Phis p!!ac:i.)): 0 'V. t 

treatment, rCGcu.'cllcGs of t.he nature of hi s offcnc:~e j\ll pric()n(,l'G l'.' rlO .. ,QuId 

most of them in Haze Pricon , .. :11ere eicht TIC\',' coJJ t\l() cl~G of 100 celI e (,UCll 

have been contructcd. These arc the blOCKS v/hich ar'c kno\,:11 as liE nlo cl~f>iI 

'. 
becauGc of their deGign: in the shape of H l etter H. 

At the end of February 197G there \'/ere r.10:rC th::m '1500 ~:;p2 c:i.al co.tcgory prL~~."l'-', 

Now (17 September 1978) the nu~ber has fallen to 665. At onc ti~e 3~ 

compounds were needed to house the special C8.tcf;ory prj. Goner s , no·,,; only 11 -

all at Haze - are needed for thi s purpoGc,. 'l'hie has eno.bled the former 

compounds to be converted to other con:..'t:':'i:.ct i.'\,'3 u scs , particulnrly t:) 

accommodate t he modern f acilities fo r industrial \<iork and oC8.tion~l tJ'o.ining 

' which have been pro'.'ided. 

In September 1976 the first priGoners \-Jere sentenced for offences co:n~TI:i.n ed 

after 1 Harch 1976, and it \1as ' thcn that the protest, in the forn of re fu sinG 

to Hork or to wear prison clothing, b egan. This actioll is a breac~ of the 

Prison Rules (Northern Ireland ) 195~i all the prisoners concerned have been 

dea.lt ... lith under the disciplinal~Y procedures lwid do.rn in the RuleG. ThcGe 

arc the pri .c;onerG ~,'dd to be " on the bl~·!. l-::ct ". 
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toilets , ;;.nd DOl'r.::d, l.l cc.l icD. l fac i:t i, ties. r,.·\)·~ ir8d 

tCl.kc it (01' I in [.;ui table \'JC<1t1:C'~' 
U\L<> 

;:;o/,c'ii. t:i_O!l G 1 /1;~1y c:, ere) f.;r~ ~.n p.: i ::;:;'l1 c;nricn:":; ')' 

or nai:ccl). It1.(; the prisoners' o~m chu:'.cc not to tDJ-:.O exc).'ciso in 8.';:',':1 of 

the se ',Jays. 

'r'hc cell blocks at Haze Prison in v:ii ich thc protest ie taking pl o.ce 11 .:.,,,,(: only 

re~ently been built and provide p~iGon c.\ccom';>0dat:i OT) on n pm" wi U: Up.:! best: 

in \Ve sterr.. Europe. Each block cost over a r:i:;:J lion poulJd:-~. Good rccr 8:1.i.;io~1:::: 

fcicilitieG includinG a £1POO:)OO [,por·ts hall cmd h.'l) all--\-!cather GporL:.; 

pitches ha ve heen speci('.lly provided for the V:GC of E1C· i n:nate G in the 

Cellular PriGOYl6 Each block alEo haG its ovm c10.138roo::1 and D. libl'ary ~ 

'and each Hint; ha s its OVln di l~ing hall. 'l'ne central heat i ng BJ'stem 1n J.;he 

blocks maintains a minil1ilim ter.1pel~aturc of about 650 L 

Women prieoncrs in Northern Ire land arc not required to wear prison clothi~Z. 

The ... /omen priGonerG in Armagh \;ho are protest ing agairls t the refnOll OJ: 

special category status are doing · GO by refusing to \vork~ They are 

also being de:alt with under the disciplinc.ry procedures set out in the 

- Prison Rules. 

The IntenGifica tion of the ProteF>t 

Since 1-'arch 1978, rather more than 300 of the protesting prisoners in three 
<. 

of the eight II Blocks at Haze have intensified their prote s t by refu .sine to 

clean their ccJJ.G, J"o u[;c the to5.J.ets or c:,71r.,ty ~, . 
c h~!flher po'..s. r;~'" y "flO).r - -, 

have dc~ i bcrately d~mQgcd the cor..ten~G and fittinBs of their cells, and at 

.0 ·l1C ti.me they ... :ere pOUd.11g urine and excreta out into the corridor£; t Lr'()u[:h i} , 
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wld the out sici9 w~lls. 

every cel] is cleaned every 3-4 v.'ecks OT' so. ~1.1' (. prir;C>!1crc m ' G :i.r,rj:cc1iutcl~; 

dirtyins t he clean cells t o which they arc trp}wi'cl'Tecl. 

" 
DurinG recen t Heeks the' pro t c r.:;tine pri.sonerG iEtve broken 0.11 the i r cell 

vtin d.o~';Se These are b e i ng r epl aced v;i th a different t;J'}"iC (If Sl iJ:'3s fiich it 

is hoped wi l l preVEnt further breakages. 

The Hed :i.ca l 

> 

~"'ne medicul and publ i c heal th aqw(; t o are b e i ne c l ocely \<!a t chcc-; the 

Nor thern Ireland Office r e ce i ves freClucnr rcports from the doc tors at the 

priGon . Any pr o test er v,ho "/ant s to do so can r epor t sick in the ord:i.nary 

way. So f ar no pri E:oner has been f ound to be .suffering from ar.y i llncss I 

physical or mental, othe r than a few lJlinor' ckin conditions) attributa.bl e to 

the protest. The prisoners are being fed in their cells~ and there is no 

evidence \.,rhatever thut any prisoner ic suffer i ng from undcr-nutri tioll~ 

Treatment o f the Protesters by Pd son Sb. : f - , 

The Governor and the sta ff ha ve a cted with sreat re str a int in the f a c e o f 

this prolonge d a~d most provocative form of p r otest action. Tnere i s no 

doubt that one of the ob j ec tives of the CUl~r(:nt protect i f;; to ha.::.~ass and 

provo:-:e c.t.J.ff I but the pricon officc!'·s - c.ccp i.:.o t ;-\C Dl.l..n::or i ll the CG ·':!'.::~ c)~ 

t he t ClTOd.Gt c':tl.ip:.lie;n o f [;ix of the ir collC:<lGucs cJnd m,my o ther u tt::lCK" 

hnve conti;lUBd to car ry ou t t heir e ntiel3 :cespmlsibly I and i ndeed ·,.; i ti1 

comp3 G;~i()~. J and lUluel"GCcJndi11b t ill ~p:i.te of tJle l(npl(:t\. ~::1.rl t condit)Qn~ l(lhich LLci 

© PRONI NIO/12/70 - p:d, [;onc rs arc c.1.01ibcl'<.l.tcJ.y crE::C1.t:irw. 't-
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di sciplinury action. 

The Board of Vi i',::' t.or;; 

of ,,;hich ar c d.r~'.m fr om u.ll :.:,c c t Oi'''''' of ~'hc c() ~r" ·il ~;11:i. l;J. 'l'hc 130ard 110.8 

RCCe 138 to nIl pa.rts of the pri&cn <.l.n.d tho Cha il'l:)['.n, \Vho P[\ys frequent 

vi si ts to the prote S':;e l~ c I cell 'o10c1::3 ~ In::3 \o!d. H e n to 1·11' Con~annon. \·m.i:nlly 

comme nding the ,·:ork 0::- the Gov err..or' and hi e, /-; h :.fl in the face of the 

d~fficul t conditions :i.n the cell blOCK S \vh'Gl'e: the pl'otest :i.s taking l)JctCC , 

The Govcrnrllent! I:~ At t:i. tude to the Prote Cot 

The Govcrnnent ir-; s0eki!~ c, in the face of a prolor;gcc1 i.:errod.Bt ca:npaiUl 

to maintain the rule of la',,~ It:i.s an E:!3Gm:t:i.i..l.l cle:~ent of the Gov8r!lm~nt I S 

approach that those found g1.dl ty c..Her due prOCCGS of l a'{/ shn.1J.. if t!18Y 

are sent to prison by the courtG, serve out their sentences in pri s on 

condition s \-!hich are as fair and humane as pOGGible. Any fair and hlJ.r.iD.Tle 

prison system must rest upon compli&.nce \lith a be t of Rulcs \·;hich c::.pp:'y 

to all convicted prisoners, not just to some of them. 

The declared objective of the protesting prisoners and thoc,c Vlho support 

them is to secure the resto~e.tion of a form of (:;pecial treatmen t for cerb.in 

offences. The prisoncrs concerned, ho'tlcver, arc in no scnGe poli tiC E1.l 

prisoners detained for what they believe i of tho::;c taking part in the fl clirt~r l 

--
protest, more than 70 have been convicted "of murder or a.ttempted murder, 

and core .-, [;.de j , t ~., 1 

pha6ine out special treo,tment for prisoners, no matter \>1hrJ.t protcstfl [1.rE! 
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pr: BOlwr s . No mat t e r ,·:hD. t nm::c ~ !:) e n t. b e u:.; '.': <1., t.lli g.:o'..lld. cGscntio.l1y b e .'l 

'v!ho influence t hem a n( t heir f ar.::i. l ies f ro!:'! ou.L.d .0.1::: pl' :i.:::-on • 

. 'l~he publicity Given to the D.ctivitics 0': the l),!·O',; <~ ::.;t:in g pr:i. [)oncI' 6 I v,ho 

constitute only 20% or so of the non-Gpeci~l ca t esory convicted prisoners , 

• 
has taken atten tion av!ay from the notable proGr e ss which has be~!1 m::.dc in 

Nort.hern Irela nd dnring the l iO,Gt 2 .. ·3 J'ears in c13tnbl:i.Ghing D. l:lOoern pr i r:;on 

system with first-class facilitic c f::n- \"!orl~, voc'::;1. ~: ionc....l trninj.ng\ Cc1 \.lC ."ttj.Cll 

and I'0creation. 9:11e arrangements in Northern lJ'·olc.l.ncl. ill reeCl.rd to such 

ma.tterr.; as vici ts~ parcels and the wearing by priconcrs of their O\-ffi clothi"'; 

during leisure periods m~e in ad\' anc e of thoce in the rest of th::! Unit ed 

Kingdom • 
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