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A-" :)"EL'IOCRATIC UNIONIST PA.RTY 

The DUP' s manifesto was lau.nch8r1 by Dr. Pa isley on 12 A";;n':i.l 
a.t a preS3 c onfer·ence in t.:he party I s headquarter s in the 
Alber1;bridge Road. Of the one page variety, the manifes to , as 
unc omp:o:-omisingly Loy alist as ev er , covered both e0 1.1~,ti tutiQnal , 
s ecuri ty and social issues. Th e mani f esto contai ned p a.:ct i cular 
criticism of the UUP for!:;he . b:;:-8a-1c-up o f the UUUC , for i t s I nck 
of C OII1T.J.t tment t o the pri.nciple of Uni onist unity ar;.d f or s e l ling 
Ulst er- s hort at vles t min s t cr. The main points were: 

.(a) its emphasis on defeating ter r orism -
"For over a decade Ulster has suff ered und.cr th _ jackboo(; 
of IR~ terrori s m. The British Gover~~ent has ~efused to 

·deal effectively' ith this c anc er in the belief that to do 
so would ·cause the I RA to bomb the mainland. 1111 e Province 

'must be put on a "far footing, the IRA assault d.eal t with 
,. 'once- and fo r all and our Province allowed to return to 

. :".fre·edom" 
.. '~ .. :. ' .' Any reduction in troops must be gauged to the necessary 

. increase in RUC and RUCR strength, their arming and 
. .. . equipping, so as to outgun and outmano euvre the IRA, 

with no limitation on their overtime, and their use 
in.every part of the Province. All restrictions on the 
UDR must also be lifted so that the Regiment can gi ve 
the necessary back-up to the police. The v/ithdrm'lal of 
troops by Mr. Mason withou.t these safeguards has led to 
'a weakening of Ulster's defences, an overstretching of RUe 
resources and recent IRA succe s ses. 
The DUP \\rill . continue its campaign-for'. the return of 

-capital punishment believing that it is the only suitable 
::.~" ... "~'~'-' punishment for the heinous murders being committed.. Vie 

' . . ' -,'. '~~:'>"':::-"":-'would demand an increase in full time border security .. II 
.- -==:. - ~ -

:~-:;;'.' __ o· .. ~:~:;. fb) -its absolute commitment to IIdemocr.atic" devolved government 
".;:''- :-~~ ,~-=----::''~'-'. --"and -its. opposition to any local government alternative -.; ...... <.:.~.~~, . .; "Only a · str'ong devol'ved parliament and government based 

. >"---.. '.'7" firm.ly on the tried and trusted p~inciples of British 
..... '.~ .c: ." , J)emocracy, with no room for "power-sharing", can meet the 

_.-::-: .' _:".~.'.- needs -of NT." _ . : '.' : .... > ... ")'\.[e regard. mere tinkering with local government or extra 
: .. ::>~~:.. __ '.,,: ... ,_' .. J)arli"ament-ary seats as utterly inadequate. vl11ile local 

. '- - government must be reformed, and meaningful po;,vers returned 
.... :' ... ' .... ": . to 'the District Councils, it is not in itself the anst:ler, 

-.' . . _ .... and anyhmv this t8.sk should be left to a neVl Norther n. . 
"- '. ~. . Ireland Parliament". 

: _·· (c) its .suggestion of a ne'.;- convention and referendum -
. liAs a starting point I've believe a new Consti tution.al 

~Convention should be elected, t:2e result of vlhich i'lould be 
"' automatically put by Referendum to the Ulster electorate 
on ... the same conditions as applied to Scotland and \·Jales. 
Such is the essence of democracy and such is the stance of 
the DUP". 

(d) its opposition to colonial direct rule and to the s;ystem of 
nomin ated boards -
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"~rhe colonial type system of I Direct Rule I which has been 
imposed on Ulster for too lc...ng i s ~,yholly unacceptable and 
must be ended, in particular the Government controlled 
lNominated Boa:.cds I, \{h ich a.re destroying our educ a tion and 

-' 1 - / .. . hospital 

---------~-------,------



E.r. 

(e) 

~ *) ,-~, ' '~., f', .,. :; ,1: - '.1 ! 
h ~~ ~-' ~ j. : .• ~~ ~. ~,,'" :1 i..~:..~..-;/ 

hospitc.l s ervices, mu st oe scr apped" !I 

its oono.sition to the Reuublic -
"The .OtrP emphatically reJ ect s ony suggestion that the 
Du.blin GoverIDlent should ha~J"e a say in the a::fcurs o!: 
NI and '.'1e repudiate the comprorcising approach OI 
successive British Govern..rnents. Ide believe that 
effecti.ve pressure could be brought to bear upon. 
the Republic by our Government to secure extradition, 
which is the only accepta'ole and realistic 'i-lay of 

dealing 1-rlth cross-border terrorism.. The DUP rejects 
the no.:!;ion of an all-Ireland Court and. believes that 

. the existing facility of extra-territorial trials is 
useless_ Equally the Republic must be forced to stop 
its territory being usea as a sanctuary and training 
ground far -the IRA, only then and when Dublin ceases 
to claim 'jurisdiction over this part of the UK can good 
·neighbourly relations be contemplated" '" 

(f) ±t-s -continued claim for extra seats (between 20-24) at 
Westminster. 

o~ the socio-economic front, the m~~ifesto emphasised its 
total opposition to the EEC and attack ed the attempts to 
introduce comprehensive education, the run-dol'm of local hospitals., 
and proposed. reforms relating to homosexuality in :f\TI and 
prostitution. Amongst other matters it pressed for a g a s pipe­
line -anci for - an eqllalisation of fuel prices, for greater 
-democratic control over the NIHE and for the continuation o£ 
·agricult'..ITal subsidies to eounter the threat of the EEC's G}..P .. 

-'" In. its: emphasis·- on the securi t:r situation and the demand for 
-:" .. ~ . ": .. : . ~·the Pro\rince to be put on a ''iar-footing in the face of the IRA IS 

. _.~ .. '-". >.~electio:o~ carrrpai:gIL-of violence, the DUP's man.ifesto ltJ8S predictable; 
.-, '. -.... __ --- .. its significance lay in its tot-al re-j ection of local governJllent 
~'~.'--. :-< - reforIrJ._. as an alternative to full devolution and in its nroposal for 

:-- -.~' .. _"8 . new Co:::rvention and subsequent referendum., both matters oillY 
_." ,. ~:eJ_atively recently floB.ted \1i th the Secretary of State .. 
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