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Nr . Gordo n Reece , 
Conservative Central 
32 Smith Square , 
Loncon , 
SWl 

Dear Go r don I 

Coosumer Ret"I, indust".1 .nd SOC'" J:~ \ 
latc, ~eCl:::.lhv-= r: f979 

Office , 

'l"r. is question Has "Some people have 5\lggest~d that 
a solti.tion for the Northern Ire l and prob lems \vQul:1 
be for N'y":"thern ::reland und Eire to unite and become 
part of che United Kingdom . This ~~ited Ireland 
would have its own elected Assenply totally respon ­
sible for all domestic matters . (a ) Do you thi n k 
this s~ggestiQ~ would be ucce~table to the ma j ority 
of peop le i n :~orthern I reland ? (b) Is this sugges­
tion acceptable to you ? ". 

The results o f this ~ere quite interesting . The 
il n .5 :. : {c:.; ',".!5 :7.C'i. !lYe ~"; 60~ ". c" ; and 20% 
" [)(" ':" :::-:"": the a:":;,"€r~ ~c C. 4 (b ) 'de re 43 S:i "Yes " : 
4 5% "!~~"; ':. ::1:':. 12\ "C' ::::-~I'C Knc',;" . I find this ver y 
:. . -:'-=r~s:': T'a" a.s it i.rr:?~.~es that , a lthough mos t peoplz 
't:-. i ::l.r:: t!'.a t -:1-.:'5 sO!l.£tiO:1 y.'ou:,c be !:'~jec'ted by a 
majority , a lmost 50\ of ?~opie in Nor ther n I r e land 

M.r.-b.r ,, ! M*r;.b" I"u·"n i o .... l 

~~~.'tl;:.~A~~~~e"~~.~·~~:;.A,.:,"Nl !I:>'., 
,,_; ~e .~8!" Lng'.": 



continuation -2-

find it personally an acceptable solution . It seems , 
therefore , that there might be some mileage in it, 
though l t d think the politica l implications are ~uite 
:!or::..·endoiJ.s . 

~lease let me know if you want any further breakdowns 
O~ this question - or any others . 

Best wishes . 
yourS;Cer e l Y, 

- ( C_ 
JOH·N CLE11ENS 
Chairman . 

Enc. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Narplan Limited interviewed a total of 809 adults 

aged 15+, demographically representative of the 

acult population of Northern Ireland. 

Interviewing took place on Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 

12th December, 1979 in the following areas:-

Belfast 

Newton - Aebey 

Casttereagh 

Ards 

Larne 

Londonderry 

Craigavon 

Coleraine 

Lirn!:avady 

Dmin 

Banbridge 

Newry and Mourne 

Cookstown 

Ballymoney 

Strabane 

Fermana.gh 

South Constituency 

East Constituency 

North Constituency 

© PRONI CENT/1/8/20 - ._-.- . . -,. --_. -- -."- - -.-• • -v-· .... __ w ... _ ... ____ ... ___ _ ._ •• _ 



Ouota controls were imposed on sex, age (15-44, 

45+) and social class (ABC1 , C2DE). The achieved 

sample was composed as follows:-

TOTAL 

Men 49 

Women 51 

15 - 34 39 

35 - 54 37 

55+ 24 

ABC1 33 

C2 35 

DE 32 

Interviewers were also instructed to ensure that 

approximately 30 - 40~ of their respondents were 

Catholic. Within the achieved sample , 34X 

were Cathoiic, and 63% Protestant. 
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Claimed voting behaviour at the last Genera l 

Election broke down as follows: -
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TOTAL 

D . U.P . 

S.D .L . P. 

O . U.P. 

Alliance 

u.u. 
Independent Unionist 

U.P.N.I. 

u . \J.i.l . i=-. 

Republican Clubs 

Others 

Did Not Vote 

Refuse t o say 

809 

~ 

.15 

13 

9 

2 , 

2 

26 

10 
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BASE: All respondents 

0.1. Do you think that the leaders of the four 

main political parties should now take 

part in joint talks with the British 

Government? 

YES 

NO 

DON'T KNOW 

would you prefer for Northern .Ireland? 

SHOW CARD A. 

To remain part of the United 

Kingdom as now 

Total independance for Northern 

Ireland 

To unite with the Republic 

of Ireland and be independant 

of ·:'he Un i "ten K:',ngn.om 
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84 

6 

10 

70 



0.3. If Northern Ireland is to remain part 

of the United Kingdom , which Qng of 
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the following options would you prefer2 

SHOW CARD B. 

Direct rule from Westminister 

Majority r ule in a devolved 

Parliament 

Le gally- e nforced power-sharing 

in a devolved Parliamen t witn 

an Irish dimension (e.9- a 

Council of Ireland) 

Legally- enforced power- sharing 

in a devolved Pa rliament without 

a n Irish dimension 

Voluntary po,,:er-sharing by 

a coalition of parties in a 

devolved Parliament 

DON'T KNOW 

32 

21 

12 

21 

10 
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