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# 1. I visited a Work Preparation Unit in the Ardoyne today

‘and whilst there spoke inter alia to a uniformed RUC man who

‘has been on the beat in the area. for 3 years and to the

Parlsh Priest. i o Dt e

B Both told me that the unemployment level in the area
is between 50% (according to the Parish Priest) and a rodng
staggering 70% (according to the RUC figure). At varying '
,_ﬁ + times only between 20¢ and 507 of the school leayers flna i
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3. The Ardoyne contalns some 20 OOO Ca+hollcs comr+ete1"
. surroundud by hard Protestant areas and in. the past has
N L F suffered from extreme fesr. In consequence even today there
is a mental block against going outside the area to look for
a Job or even to. tbe nearest recrea+1on_gxouna
4, PhysivalT +he L o L has a1l the hall—marks
- of a deprived ghetto - a heavily built-up area of inner city
urban decay where the only open spaces are sémi-cleared bomb
“sites. .One can only imegine the psychological effect of living
; out one's life in such surroundings, imprisoned within them by
; fear, with an utter hopelessness of ever belng gainfully _
rJ employed or doing anything useful with one's life. It is noi
" surprising that the Ardoyne is re gard d as a 'dangerous' area
vhere a strong and, I would add, a dl asteful army presence
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Rt 5-: 7; Immediaieiy I would suggest ~
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5, Tt stfikeé me nhat if we'wish to display_any good
‘intentions towards the minority community and to tackle

urban and social deprivation, the Ardeyne by 1t5 compact
nature ig a good place in Wthh to sﬁart RNE i-

. -

E. The Houclng Executive has done someth1ng and bullt three -

“or four terraces of small houses which are greatly appreciated
and show 1little signs of vandalism or even.of graffiti. This.

I feel is a promising indicator for a concerted inter-departmental
effort to treat this area as a pilot Enterprise Zone. Not

e only would we satisfy a crying social need but we would also :

redLﬂe tension and hopefully the need for sucb a strong army
presence TR RS SIS e 8. ok
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(a) Mn operatlon "face-1ift" to 1mDrove the phy51cal environ-

- ment ‘This should be attempted through ‘community involvement®

draw1ng upon the local unemployed. Probably Enterprise Ulster

- would be the best vehicle for this, working together with the

Department of Envirorment in a home rehabilitation programme and
the Department of Education for the provision of open—alr'”
recreatlonal f30111t1es. - S ferRiehs g ®

(b) The seconding of a Development Officer to the

© Brookfield Industrial Bstate where upto the moment local

community leaders have formed what is known as the Flax Trust

to encourage businessmen to set up small enterprises.

ET!h(cJ Thé establishment ﬁf a GTC element possibly in the
field of electronics. The nearest GTC is at Boucher Road,
two bus rides away.

8. T realise that all thislwill involve_andiversion of resources
but I feel that this is predicated by the opening paragraphs of
this note and some sixty years of obvious Government neglect.
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-49. I have put these thoughts on paper in orﬁep to 1nv1te .';“',

J { E ‘your reaction and thus't{o see whether it is worthwhild® : i;f-*
| % troubllng the Secretary of State. I would therefore be ;; =
§ 2 grateful for your comments, .. .- SRt oifn TEEEAL . et O
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