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CONFIDE.i'-;TIAL 

PUBLIC onDER - LEGAL AND CIVILIA:t'\ ASPECTS 

1 . The Attorney General introduced hi s paper "The Lega Pict re i 

Northern Ireland " and outlined its conclusions . In additio, e gave 

the fol owing information i respect of specific pa agra s : 

i that recently, of persons brought to Court for terrorist 

offences, the a cquital rate of disputed cases is 40% - the sa e · s 

t e general acquital rate in Great Britain (Par agraph 3) and, 

ii that the Lord Chief Justice's decision that any state e t 

ade y an accused after a period of interrogation at a Po ~ce ;' o i Lg 

Centre woul d not be admissible (unless the prosecution cou so , t .. e .. e 

h ad been suf f i cient time f ol lowing questioning under the' Spec ial 

"}owers Act proce ures to permit the a ccused to recover iu ly fro , the 

effects of interrogation')would result in the disclarge of NcDen ott 

W 1 0 i s accused of the murder of Sergeant \'/i llet t (Paragrap 4) . 

2 . It was noted that the At torney General has arranged for the 
.... 

Direc t or of Pu lic Prosecutions t o inform the police of the penc ' ng 

ischarge of such persons and that the Attorney General's Office i I 

infor t e Northern Ireland Office ( NIO) . The Secretary of State s' id 

that he would cons ider im! ediately arresting and detaining ~lcDernot t 

as e eaves the Co rt . I e thought however that a good dea of a 

p b i c ity would result from McDermot t 's di scharge and it was 

t at an arranged Question f or the Attorney General exp c.ining t _c 

Government ' s posit i on ShOll d be put dOvil f or 19 June ~ 

3 . In discussion about the case of McKee, an a leged dangero s ne ~cr 

of the IRA at present awaiting trj.al -.(Paragraph 6 of the paper) t e 

Secretary of Stat e said that h e did not ru e out the poss i ility of 
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detaining him in the same way as McDermott and, if necessary, e wo 

do so on the basis of reviewing his case after a set period; he w . 

again 'ant hi s reasons f or the detention widely pub icised . Tle Secret r y 

State considered that it would be a help, politically, if Mc I ee s 

c se co ld be put back until Septe ber . It was agreed that t e 

. Attorney General wou d try t o arrange this . 

4 . n a general discussion about Spec "al Courts (Paragraph 8 of t ' e 

aper) t ere was , agreement with t e v i ews of the Attor ey Ge era_ 

a tIC Lor d Chief Just i ce that there is no imme iate need for sucn c rt~ 

in Nort lcrn Ire. and . It was point ed out that , even before a Speci.. 

Court, the Lord Chief Justice's decision about statements made by aL 

accused after a period of interrogation at a Pol ice Ho ding Cent e 

eing inadmissible would still apply. The Attorney General sai t ct 

he wou d continue to give long term consideration to the idea of 

S ecial Courts . 

5. T e Attorney General outlined t h e difficulties in respect of 

cases ow pending before the Europea Com, ission on H man ig ts. 

T&e Secreta y of state agreed that h e sho d consider approac i g 

t e Fore ign ar d Commonwealth Secretar.y with a v iew t o oetting t 

Government of the Irish Republic to delay in putting their cases 0 

al eged r·ta ity efore t e Com . "ss i on. It was general y felt t · t 

in the present climate of rapprochement , there was eason to ope 

t at t e Irish Governme twould a ccede ' to taat request . 

6. In discussion about who should appoint and remove County Court 

Judges (at present the Minist ry of Home Affairs) it was agreed to 

o d talks between the Secretary of State, the Lord Clance or, Lord 

Chief Justice and Attorney Gener~ as outl inea in Paragrapl 13 of 
\ 

hi s pa er e 
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7 . T e Secr~tary o f State agreed that provision should be madi for 

County Courts to exercise criminal jurisdiction duding the mont s of 

J y a d rugust . Arrangements are now in ha d to get t e necess a ry 

Order in Council t rougl Parliament under the 'urge t proce' re'. 

8. The Secretary of state said that the RUC s hould be pressec to 

p rod ce t eir r~ort on the cases of a _ ege brutalities s bmitted 

by t e iSl Embassy . _t was agreed t a t the Director of PI ic 

osecutions would get in tOUCl ~itl the police to enquire rogress 

and that, when the report come s out , it s hould be sent to t e 

Director for a ction . 

9 . The Secretary of State said that e was unconvinced y argu e ~ts 

against the c osing of I101ywoo d Detention Centre . HI' Woo fie d exp~ a':'n a 

t at it is now surplus to requirements and it was t her efore a gree 

t at it s i ould e c osea if this wou d not b e seen as too hard a b O ~ 

to RUC mora~ e. 

10 . Following from this tl.ere was a genera_ discuss ' on on 

i t errogatio techniques a d l"Ir \\oodf: e dexplained that , since ',nter .. e" t, 

i terrogatio tee niq es have aime d more at 0 tainLg iote l ' gence 

t c n getti g successfu prosecutions; there is no a need to cha ge 

t h e or er of priority . This was g ene r ally a greed . Sir Joh Mac{ie 

has just submitted a rep ort to NIO officials a bout RUe interrogation 

techniques and it was agreed that more sophisticated methods of 

i terrogation are necessary. 

11 . The Secretary of State invited the Attorney General to note 

the points raised in discussion and to circ ate hi s paper, with any 

necessary revisions,to Gen 79 . 
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