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C oun, c :il yL I :£Q.l::,n d 

1 H1~G r eaf f irms the :vosition stated in H w Uhi tc Paper th<~t it f avours , 

and Hill f 2.ci1itntc, the formation of a C01.mcil of' Ireland. It iapreparcd. 

to agree to the foll oHi,nc proposii;ioY!s 1'lhich Fill have to be discuss ed. "ii th 

th e Go" Crfl!;Ien t of the ll'2public of Ii;eland as part of the agenda to 

discuss the formation of such a Council. 

(n) ,]'horo is a ceneral ldsh that a Council of 1re 12nc1 should be 

, confined. to the TIorth and South of 11'cl2.nd~ T~is is &ccoptable 

. 
to Jfr:lG as r'e;g"o.TclD dc\'olv'cd su.bjCCt. ~ i +.J)(Yt1Z11 a:r~l'nn{:;omcD.ts 1'li l1 b e 

neCE:SSf'I'Y to' safeguard Ili::C I S iniorcGts in the a~'cD. of fi..'1iJ.Yi C8 ---1 
c;,.1.1U. 

other r eserved. subjects; 

(b) As to struch1.re, the Council should ccmsi s t not only of 

representatives of tho Gov !':rn.';1cnt of the T~I?'1ubl ic &nd of the 

' Northern Ire l a nd E;:ecutive but [' Iso: on a se})a r ste udvisory 

and cons ulta tive leve l, of rep~eseYlt .~:! tivos f rom the pO-rties 5.n 
, , ' 

the Dail and the Northern Irelr;.nd f!8se;:"bly. The Coune U z houJd 

h ave 'it s o'tm secretariat; 

(c) The COUJlcil should h ave n c'me ezc cuti vo and harmonisation fUl1ct ions 

as well as a consultative role; 

(d) The CO:J.11Cil at eoverllment l evel should ope rate on the o 2.sis of 

unanin.i. tYi 

(e) The Council should be able to pl~y a useful role in rela tion to 

certa :iJ1 subjects rcney,red. for the tiDC be:i.r:g to the Uni tce. L _cL;.:clo;J 

GOVCl'n;lleni a nd OIl l:hich }]}~G "ioule: ne:;cl '~o be :ccp;'cscnt eCl . ~O'" 

con ce r necl. 

of a c orn~on l a w enforcement area , question of extradition 

l)1'OGcsses and ',;hat role i t miglrl r' luy in the la',,' &nd ore er fi ol o.. 
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2. Once an undertaking has bGen reached on the formation of a lTorthern 

Ireland Executive designate, nNG proposes to invite thos e persons "Tho lI'i11 

be members of that Executive , together Hith repres enta tives of the 

Government of the Republic, to a conference to discuss a COD_neil of 

Ireland. The Secretary of sta te for northern Irelimcl \lill also invite 

the leaders of those parties 'iho have indicated tha t they are not 

prepared to participate in an Executive to discuss their views Hith 

him so that these Hill be Imo"1n at the time of the conference. It 'l'Till 

be necessary thereafter to hold a formal conference beh/een mlG~, the 

Gov erlll"l1Cmt of the Republic and the Northern Irela.nd Executive on the 

matters previously discuss ed and invitations w'ould be issued by mm 

to this conference as soon as appropriate. 

Lal'T and Order 

3. m1G has made clear that the HUC "lill continue to provide the police 

service for Northern Ireland. 'j'he Govern .. '1lent h::l.s also stc, ted th2,t i is 

aim is to achieve the ending of politically motivated vi01ence from 

vhatever Sour ce; to ensu.,re thnt there is effective policinG throughout 
, .' , 

Northern Irela nd so that the Army can be progr essive ly ,-rLthdr8.'t7I1 from 

its present role; and to bring about a situation in vThleh pFblic support 

for the police and identifica tion 'I<[i th it are essential parts of 

effective policjng. No single set of proposals i s likely to achieve 

these aims overnight - time Hill be necessary. '1'he full coop~ration of 

the Government of the Republic is essential in this task. m1G sees the 

possibilities for advances in the Ylhole l avl and order field by 

arrangeme nts m[l.de under pa r a graph 1(0) above. 

4. mIG reaffirm that th ey will bring detention for all sections of the 

co;,mlUnity to all end as so on a s the secUl'it:>" [;i 1;ua tion per mits and a s v'.r t 

of ~ho ir wis h to hring about a l asting peace . The p oEtica l l)X'of; r esB 

© PRONI FIN/30/R/2/A/3 _"_~"' __ "_ " '~_ ~" __ ""~"'~'~" ' _" _'_'_.' -.t ... ..... .. , ~ . . ~, .. -... ,. ,- ..... ...., .- ~ .. A • ••. --'" • • ~ ~,- • .•• , , .".,,,,-



3. 

). 
made in recent 1-reoks , and. the desire of the ov orvrh.elming majority of people 

in Northern Ire l and for peace, bring hope tha t, once the ne"l-l Northern Ire land 

institutions have been established, the men of violence Hill be increasingly 

isolated and rejected and the securit-y position further improved. 

5. 'J'he Government Hishes to see progress not only in the secur-i 'i;y s1 tuation 

but a l so in parallel 11ith. ita progressive reduction in the number of person.s 

detained. As an earnest of this, the Secretary of State hopes to be ab l e 

to bring into ~se his statutory powers of selective r elease . It is his 

intention , if the sec1xrity situation permits , to do so in tiI!1e for a nu,ilbcT 

of detainees to be relensed before ChristmRS. Th ose rAIAascd may be reQuired 

to give a suitable undertaking about their futur o CO::1o.uct. · 

6. Continued progress ,·lill obviously depend upon further i T'1provement in the 

si tua.1;ion generally. In the meantime , the procedures for revicvT providq-d by 

the Northern Ire l and (Emergency Provisions ) Act 1973 have already led to some 

releases . These revie\'1S will ,cont inue . Further efforts 1·rill continue to be 

made to l)ring persons suspected of t errorist offences bofore the courts. 

7. It is the Secretary of State's intent ion to consider cOl?passionate cases 
I. .. 

on a vr.i.d.er basis than hitherto, and to rJOrk tmra:::,ds a more gcnerou8 gronting 

of t emporary release for compassionate reasons. 

'8. Other preparatory mOqsures being considered include the recruitment of 

more socia l 1wrkers to help \"Tith the administration of all these arrangements 

. an(l the introduction of various training schemes. 

9. mIG has t aken note of the economic and social aims agreed by delegp, tions. 

1'Jhile tl1C Government ' s position must be reserved us to the fi n.s.ncial or other 

support it vould. be prepared. to give to any particular e l lJmcmt of the prograr::~;"e ~ 

it if] the firm. jntcntion of BEG to afford Siplificant assistance to EOTt:1crn 

1re1e .. nd in i 1;8 econorJi c and Gocio.l rehabi..l:i. t a tion. 
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Ie. The aim would be to hold the consultations on a Council of Ireland 

in the first weele of December. In the event of the necessary clear 

understanding, the appropria te steps ",ould then be taken to request 

Parliament at Hestminster to approve the o:r.-dGr for the devolution of 

pO\1CrS to the Northern Ireland Executive and Assembly d'lxd.ng December ,mel 

for this to take effect as soon as possible. The formal conference 1wuld 

then take pla ce as soon as appropriate thereafter • 
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