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IH CORFIDEZRCE - Annex B

INTER-PARTY CONSULTATICHS

Council of Irelond

1 BI5G yeaffirms the position stated in the White Paper that it favours,

and will facilitate, the formation of a Council of Ircland., It is prepared

to agreec to the following propositiors which ¥ill have to be discuese

$2e

with

ihe Goverrment of the Republic of Ireland as part of the agenda to

discuss the formation of such a Council.

(a)

- ()

‘Worthern Irclend Executive but elso, on a separzie advisory
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There is a general wish that a Cowcil of Ireland should be
conTined to the Forth and South of Irelend. This is zocoptable

= -
to 106 as regards devolved subjects, theuzh erransements will be

necessary to safeguard HEG's interests in the aren of finance and
other recerved subjects;

As to structure, the Cowncil should concist not only of
representatives of the Government of the Renublic ané of the
and consultative level, of representztives from the }aftics in
the Dail and the Nofthern Irelend Assembly., The Council should
have ‘its own sccretariat; .
The Council should havéhsomc executive and harmonisation functions
as well as a consultative rolej

The Council at government level should opcraie on the basis of
wnaninity; - ' -
.The Counei.) should be able to play 2 usefvl role in relation fo

certein subjects reserved for the {ine teing to the United Kingdon

Covernment and ou which MHG would necd o be represented. How

this might be done needs to be agreed between the three govermuents
concerned, snong the ratters to be exawined should be the concept

of a common law enforcement arca, ihe question of extradition

processes and what role it might play in the law and ordcy field,
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Tripartite Conference

2 Once an undertalking has been reached on the formation of a Morthern
Ireland Executive designzte, HMG proposes to invite those persons who will
be members of that ﬁxecutive, together with representatives of the
Government of the Republic, to a conference to discuss a Council of
Jreland. The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland will also invite
the leaders of those parties who have indicated that they are not
prepared to participate in an Ixecutive to discusé their views with

him so that these will be known at the time of the conference. It will
be necessary thereafter to hold a formal conference between HMG, the
Government of the Republic and the Northern Irelsnd Exccutive on the
mattoré previously discussed and invitations would be issued by HNG

to this conference as soon as appropriate. "

Law and Order

3. DHG has made clear that the RUC will continue to provide the police
service for Northern lreland; The Government has also stzted that iis
ain is to achieve the ending of politically motivated violence from
whatever source; to ensure that there is effective policing throughoyt
Northern Ireland éo that the-ifmy can be proéressively withdrevmn fréh
its present role; and to bring about a situation in which pvblic support
for the police and identification with it are esson£ial parts of |
effective policing. Nb single set of ﬁroposuls is likely to achieve
%heée aims overnight - time will be necessary. The full cooperation of
the Government of the Republic is essential in this task. HIG sees the
possibilities for advances in the vwhole law and order field by

arrangements made under paragraph 1(0) above.

Detention

4. HHG reaffirm that they will bring detention for all sections of the
coamunity to an end as soon as the secuwrity situation permits and as port

of ‘their wish to bring about a lasting peace. The political progress
L
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made in recent weeks, and the desire of the overwhelming majority of people
in Worthern Ireland for peace, bring hope that, once the new Northern Ireland
institutions have been established, the men of violence will be increasingly

isolated and rejected and the security position further improved.

e 5. The Governuent wishes lo see progress notl only in the security situation
but also in parallel with it a progressive reduction in the number of persons
detained, As an earnest of this, the Secretary of State hopes to be able
to bring info use his statutory powers of selective felease. It is his
intention, if the security situation permits, to do so in time for 2 number
of detainees to be released before Christmas, Those releagsed may be recuired
to give a suitable undertaking about their future conduct. -

6, Continued progress will obviously depend upon further improvement in the
situation generally. In the meantire, the procedures for review proviﬂé@ by
the Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions) Act 1973 hﬁve already led to some
releases, These revieuws will continue, Further efforts will continue to be
nade to bring persons suspected of terrorist offences before the courts.

T. It is the Secretary of State's intention to consider compassionate cases

TR L
on a wider basis than hithgrto, and to work towards a more generous granting

of temporary rclease for compassionate reasons,

8. Other preparatory measures being considered include the recruitment of

more social workers to help with the administration of all these arrangements

¥

-and the introduction of various training schemes.

Economic and Social Programme

9. HMG has token note of the economic and social aims egreed by delegztions.
Vhile the Governmeni's position must be reserved as to the financial or other
support it would be prepared to give to any particular element of the programme,
it is the firm intention of HMG to afford significant assistance to Northern

Ireland in its economic and social rehabilitation.
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4.

le, The aim would be to hold the consultations on a Council of Irelsand
in the first week of December, In the event of the necessary clear
understanding, the appropriate steps would then be tsken to request
Parliament at Westminster to approve the order for the devolution of
powers to the Northern Ireland Exccutive and Assembly during December and
for this to take effect as soon as possible., The formel conference would

then teke place as soon as appropriste thereafter,
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