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KIERILW NUGEN'r PHo'rESTOR AT MAZE 

I refer to Mr Hannigan's minute of 9 May . 

Pc/r lT '} • ' B . .:::> Hr A. .J_son \_ 
PC'/PU'C' ( B Rr T. ) ,:) ,) J ...N _-' 

Mr Hannigan 
Mr Ba.rry 
Dr Sloa.n / 
]Vir J ackson 
Mr Halnil ton 

& L) 
( lVI ) . 

2,. The consultations with t he Governor of the Maze referred to in 

ps.r a 3 of that minute were completed last night. 

3u The Governor had misgivings on t wo aspects. 

4.. First, as with all visits of this k ind, he feared that pris oner s 

might use the presence of ne'."Jsmen and cameramen as an excuse f or 

demonstrations which could cause problems of control in the prison. 

In discussion with the Governor we agreed "ground-rules " about vvhat 

the n ewsmen viOuld see and what they would not see - similar to the 

gr01uJ.d-rules used for previous v i sits.. The Gove:l"'nor acceDted that 

these arrangements would be a sufficient s afeguarc1 Q 

5. Second,. and more important t the Governor felt strongly tha t the 

timing of .this particular visit _. in relation to the reIea.se of }\Tugent 

would be regarded :ty PIRA as a provocative a ct on the part of -the 

:Prison Authorities; this mi ght then lead to repris a l s agains t the 

Prison Officers e The Governor sllJTIIIled up his objectio:n under t his 

he ading as being that "we were politicising " the prison servic e . 

6 . There was l engthy discussion on this second point. We to ok the 

line t hat this particular press visit i s part of the on-going process 

of "de-mystifying" the H Blocks at the Maze . The purpose of such 

visits i s to let the outs i de worl d see that the Government has not}1ing 

to hide in what i s going on at the Maze and this way we can hope to off­

s e t the propaganda of PIRA which i s designed to conv ince people t hat 

there is a brutal prison regime of oppress ion a t the Maze to which t he 

prison offic ers are parti.es.. We hope therefore that the pris on offi cers 

vvould accept that, if the handling by the media t eam of the visit V'lrlSr' 
it 

as we hoped/would be, helpful? the outcome of this visit would be to -c .he 

benefi t o:C pris on office:r-~i _. as ind eed they had felt thenmelves th,,1t 
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previous visits had been. 

7. The Governor was sceptical. After lengthy discussion, however J 

he said that if it was the G-overnment' s view that the risks to which 

he had drawn attention should be accepted. in or.der to try to obtain 

the benefits which we hoped to achieve, then he would co-operate fully. 

8. Arrangements were accordingly made last night for the visit to 

go ahead today. The Minister of state was kept informed last night .. 

9.. The media t eam are now (lOam) in the prison. 

10. Nugent is clearly not goiY,lg to co-operate in bathing, etc, and the 

Government has CLecided not to risk further efforts to persuade him to 

do so. This is as we expected and supports our present view that 

Nugent is unlikely to allow himself to be interviewed by the media team. 

J F rnVINE 

NIO (DUNDONALD HOUSE) 

10 May 1979 
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