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WASHINGTON. D .C . 20510 

March 20, 1979 

Dr . Robert Irwin 
684 Antrim Road 
Belfast, Northern Ireland 

Dear Dr. Irwin: 

I wanted to send along this note to you and your 
family, in praise of the courage you have shown in the diff i ­
cult recent days. Few actions speak mo r e loudly in co n f irmat ion 
of your comments on t he brutality in Castlerea gh than the 
shameful smear tactics employed in the effort to discredit 
you. 

As my brother Robert Ken nedy once t old the studen ts 
at the Univers ity of Cape t own in South Africa on his vis it 
there in 1966: 

"Each time a man stands up for an ideal , 
of acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out 
against injustice, he sends fo~th a tiny rip ple of 
hope, and crossing e ach other from a million differen t 
centers of energy and dar ing, these ripples bu i ld a 
current which can sweep down th e mightiest walls of 
oppression and resistance." 

ler: la ps L~ terc. is no ',-l:cnjn f. ;-'(' ir-:' , .., " r-. r-t:hcr:1 T;"~ ."1!:d 
But it may well be that actions of individual courage by 
persons like yourself can bring both sides together and 
bring the peaceful sett l ement that all of u s desire a litt le 
closer. 

I am enclosing a copy of a joint statement I made 
last weekend with other Irish-American leaders , and I hop e you 
will find it of interest. Obvious l y, I wish to cause you no 
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additional embarrassment through this l et ter . I do not 
intend to make it public, but please feel free to do wi th 
it as you wish. 

Hith my best regards to you and your family, 

Edward H Kenn €, r!" 
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