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GOLF mmcq1?IVE COMrUTTE~ 5'rP.TEDENT ON ARDOYNE r·1E:1TllTQ 

0 1/ GfLP 'J.1JIH-:' il H 10 P.NO on COHOI TIons ny t Ii' BLQCK: 

.... 
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The Executive COIDnittee o'f the SOLP lltterly condemn's 

the disgraceful incidents which t6~k p~ace in Ardoyri~ 
, ~ , 

on Sunday, September ;10, 1970and<cxpresses its 

solidarity with those Farty L~aderswho were brutally 

attacl<ed by 'a section of th-c ' crowd~ It 'is ironic that 

thi s incident hap pened vii thin a few weeks of the 10th. 

anni versary of ,the Civil Rights f<lovemcnt. Those of us 

TIh~marched at tbat 'tlmG farsoci~l justice and oivil 

rights, were abused and> har'assed by ul tra-Loyalists ' 

, under the leade'rship ox I an paisley. The aim of the 

Pai 'slayi tas" at thD,t time was to deny us freedom o:t 

speech a.nd freedom of . assembly. I t is tr agic that 

PaisleyisLl has prod~ced its mirror image in the minority 

community~ ' Th~aiIi1 iri both c~ses is t6 impose by force 

the ~ill of ~ tihy minority upon the rest of us~ The 

method in · both cases ' is violen'oe and thuggery. The 

leaders ot this rampant fascism, which we saw in 

Ardoyne ~ast week, will get the answer they deserVQ 

troLl the people .. if they ever ' scrcw up the coura9Q t~ 
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Much of the disturbance a t the Ardoyne meeting was 
oaused by peO.p1e who pro:fossed concern about the i11-

treatment o:f prisoners in Long Kesh. There is somc-

thing dangerO.us1y irratiO.na1 and cynical abO.ut people 

who. protest abO.ut the ill-treatment O.f prisoners1by 

brutally attacl<ing and kicking members o:f the SDL? at 

n peace:fu1 political meeting. The Relatives AotiO.n 

?~~.~~~ ,:::~ , ,~,~~~r attempted to' j~.s.t_~:fY ' the' ,~.t . ,tack bV 

a1leOin9that ' ttie SDLP leaders re:f~sed to' answer 
_ ", _ ... . ..... . ~ •• •• • ' .. . _ • • • • " • . _ • • ' R ~ . .. . .. _ •• • ' 0 0 .. . . . . _ . J " • • - - . • • • 

questiO.ns. I:f that allegation were true, it still 

w<>u1d : not justi:fy a brutal physiqal attack. It is in 

fnct a base 1ic. The Party r~presentatives who 

attended that. meeting were prevented fr.O.m speaking by 

a continual chO.rus O.f abuse led by the members o:f the 

llelatives Action CO.1i1r.littee. It is now.well known that 

r,lcetings o:f Provisional Sinn Fein , and the Relatives 

'~ctiO.n Commit,tee were held during the .week prior to" 

our mpeting in order to co-ordinate plans to disrupt 

it. There is something unprincipled and dishonest 

abO.ut peO.ple who d~liberat1y prevent :freedO.m O.f speech, 

and then accuse their victims o:f not speaking :freely • 

lJil,id the torrent o:f abuse hurled at Party Leaders it 

VIas clear .that some people at the neeting felt that 

the SDLP were not doing enO.ugh about the ,tR' Block 

issue. Since we were prevented :from answering tha~ 

~llegation at the time we propO.se to answer it now. 

First, the SDLP docs no~ - accept that there is any 

political justification for the vicious campaign of 

nu~der being carried on ~y the Provisional IRA and . .. . 

other paratlilitarities. However; the curreht protest 
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ently ~cd to scriou~ infrin~cment - of their basic human , 

rights as prisoners and these cOfiditioJ'l"s would nti:ed ,t d ' 

bo investigated; ' On Jthisp6'int ittiust he said thcit 

the 'Dri tish ' Government' !t: " a~proach to the probl'6t11 has 

been art :oxtreme-l.y pun:l.tiVcoi ' dne :and' bftc3h ~ ·tin9dd w:l1 th d" 

vindiotiveness. 

r , 
'. :' : ':~ . 

ThO position of the Rrovisiona~ IRA on ' this ~ssue is 

hypocri tical in the extrer;le. Having consistently tried 

to destroy the 'political process in NorthernI:i'ciland 

they now themselves s,eek political 'status for some of 

their 1i1'cmbers. Equall'y ironical is' the fact that ' they, 

having flouted public opirtion for almostei'gh't years 

now, ' deiiland; the support o£ pub'liciopinion -{h wb-a-t is 

essontially nprop~~ahda call. 

Nor do they appear to want the issue' of 'H t Block 

solved. In their present state of milit~~y and 

political bankruptcy it is the only' issue on which : ',I 

theY ' can , hope to arouse a certain amoUnt of ' public' 

syr,lpathy. , They are therefore ptcprired to sacrifice ' 

the l health of ' their 'members in ~pristm, ' and the peace 

of mind of theit rdlati~cs,in otder to keep th6 isstie 

alive. 

. , 

It is tin~ the public werenade aware oi th~ f ollJwing 

:C:'.cts.Firstly, the SDLP have been concerned about the 

prisq~ situation from the beginning, from a purely 

hUr.l~i t ,ar ,ian point :of , view. " Our public reprascnta tives 

havo worked hard ·to, h~lp . those ':prisonors and their 

:families who have approached u's fb'r help. Howevct, it 
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W;i.tll the SPLP a ,nd .therefore those . we do h~lp ;aro:c ·j 
.. 

uil~ble ,to acknowledge it publicly. Second,ly, thQ 

Provisionals havp ordered their ' members in Long ~Osh . , 
. - ... ~ . 

not to ask. for . or accept vi~its from SDLP . publiC;,' 

representatives. Therefore, SDLP repres.entati:ves are 

unable to visit the prison regulnrlyand have nO first-

hand informatiqn about conditions. . , 

i .. 

~10 examp'les will illustrate these points. The last 

til11e an all-party delegation visi ted Long Kesh to 

asness conditions ~here, following the major fires in 

the compl~x, the Provisional prisoners met :and spoke 

to all . the delegations with the exceptionof ·the SDLF 

delegation headed by Mich~el Canavan. In April last 

a group of families approached John HUme to help them 

to do someth:J.ng for their families in. 'H' Olock. He 

arranged a meeting with a senior., pfficial of the . 

Northern Ireland Office for 12 o'clock noon on a 

Satutday. Late on the Friday night John Hume got a 

phone call from a member of one · of the families con-

oerned to say . that no one was coroling .be<?ause they had 

been ordered by the Provos to. stay away. 

thete arc numerous .other examples of positive ,offers of 

help from the GDLP being rejected out of hand • 

Ourely there is something false and deceitful about 

people who, on the one hand, ~ccuse the SDLP of doing 

nothing, and on the other hand take positive steps to 

prevent them doing anything. Despite this we will 
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continue to press the nritish Government to soac£or a 
w~y in which hUnanit~ri~n ~onsiderations will be con· 

siderbd as a priority. 

Tho key to the situation in tho 'H' Dlock is the opar-

ation of the Energcncy Provisions ~ct. There is 

serious public disquiet about the legal procedures 

established by that Act. and particularly about the 

:i.nterrbgiltion methods snnctiOnec1 by i 't~ The Govcrrment 

cann~t maintain such ~xt~ao~din~~y nnd repiessive leg­

islation on the one hand, and yet maintain on ' the other 

hand that the present troubles are simply an escn1ation 

of criminality. While that c ontradictory attitude is 

maintained by the Government, the status of prisoners 

convicted under the Act will continue to give rise to 

contrnversy. \,le have recently called publicly for the 

distlnntling of the Eoergency Provisions J\ct. \Ile now 

rep ent that call. 

It remains true, however, that ~ full solution of the 

present security situatio n is only possible within 

the context of a politicol solution. It is the present 

politic~l uncert ai nty which is a t the ~oot of civil 

disorder. The Government cannot go on relying on 

rep ressive security measures to cope with the problen 

of violence; it must be taCkled nt the source by t\ 

vigorous politicnl initintive aimed nt setting up agreed 

in!Jtitutions of government in Ireland. That c1enand 

WOJllc1 be greatly strengthened if the Provisional IRA and 

otJ'\er par~nilit~ries were to c a ll off their campaign. It 
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is abundantly clear that there is no solution to the 
Northern Ireland prob,lem :, that can be brought about 
by foroe. 
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