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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA
Lisnaskea,

Co. Fermenagh.
28th May,1980.
Rt,.Ilon.umphrey Atkins
Secretary of State for .Ireland

Stort:ont.@’épv Wﬂﬂf

I have been asked by the parents and releatives of
the girl protesters in Armagh Jail to forward this
statement to you and have it brought before the notice of
the Dritish Government, A similiar statement hos been

sent to the Irish Government.

Yours sincercly
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Statement addressed to the Rt Hon. Humphrey Atkins P, Secretar;

of State, N. Ireland.

We the parents and relatives of the protesting girls in Armagh Prison have
met in Belfasi on 4th lkay I980 and have agreed io support the vprisonees in
their protest, firstly against the bealings by male officers on 7th February
1580, now known as Black Fehruary, and the subsequent denial of access to thé
toilets Tth-I2th I'ehruary, denial of lauvndry and visits from concerned versons
in that period, and secondly against the 23 hour lock-up for refusal to work.
This latter punishment is cruel and degrading and is not alleviated by the
offer of partial asscciation which would be a locked one. '

We' are concerned that the aignity, spiritual rights, and self resuzect d% the
girls hai been violzted to a serious degree in Armagh Prison. We recognise that
the means of protest available to our aaughterstﬁggellmlted and that they were :
forced on io a "éggi;fz?:;géiﬁ:by a deliberaie esczlation of punishments wnich |
reached the final straw in physical beatings by men. This is not tolerzbie 1o
Catholic peo:le. Al! the members of the fami @s of these girls have been
personally insulted and injured by the druel, inhuman and degrading attacks on
their sisters and daughters.

We find the actions of the British Government and its agents deplorabie but
not unexpected after three years of a deteriorating regime in Armagh Prison. We
support the fiye demands of the girls (I) voluntary work (2) free associzjyion
(3) fré%krec};ation and education (4) one visit, letter, parcel per week (5)
restoration of full remission.

We maimpytzin that any humane prison system would allow these. Wle 2 ezl <o

the Irish peonie at home and avrocad to cdemand decent tandar" of treaiment.
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