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NORTHERN IRELAND OFFIGE %ls

PROTESTS AND SECOND HUNGER STRIKE - WEEELY BULLETIN NO 10

0300 HOURS THURSDAY %0 APIL - 0900 HOURS THURSDAY 7 MAY
PRISON DEVELOFPMENTS

1.4 laze Huneer Strike ALl 3 surviving strikers maintained their fasts in
the prison hespitsl. Hughes could now be described as seriously ill and is
confined to ved. Ie remsins fully conscious (despite reports to the contrery)
but the brain stem deficiency (observed with MeKenna) is now well established.
He etill bes some vision however end his fluid balsnce is now being
maintained. The likely crisis is now thought to be Just over a week away,
though pregreeis in this context continues to prove difficult. NMeCreesh and
O'Hara are not giving serious cause for concern end both were stili able to
ele associatlon during the weck. However they are now thought %o be shiowing
ecarly gymptoms of the brain stem deficiency; McCreesh feels weak and tired
end O'Hara haz complained of giddiness. Both prisonere are now on daily visite
from relatives.

The prisoners® weights are:=

Welght Weight
Day on ; loss Cverall
of first ggéght during weight
strike CHBMI e & week 1088
ation
Francis 54 et P41lbs 8st  41L* Qlbs* 3zt 24lte*
Hughcs
Raymond 47 9st 1%1bs 9st  81bs 61bs 2st  51bs
licCreesh
Patrick 49 12t 11b 9st Olbs Glba 3% 1ib

UfHara

* It proved possible to weigh Hughes yesterday aud
todaz,the first occasions since 29 April.

1.2,1  Death of Robert Sands As anticipated in the last bulletin Ssnds!
condition became critical at the weskend when he lispsed intoc s coms on

Sunday morning (3/5).

He did not regain consciousness before his death et

G1.17 hours eariy on Puesdey 5, the 66th day of his fast.

An hour later his

body was teken from the prison to en ovtside hospitel where & post morten was
perforned later that morning. Afterwards the remains were taken by ihe
undertakers to the parenis’ home in the Twinbrook Estate and from there on
vhe eveuing of 6/9 to Bt Iuke's Church, Twinbrook. The funeral, expected ToO
be a fullescele republicon parsmilitery affair - is taking place this after~
noon (7/5) to the Republicen plot in Militown Cemetery, Falls Road, Belfast.

|
|
! Med.2 BIO Preecs In a statement the NIC confirmed Sande' desth -

d e - - e e
Statenents

"Be took his own 1life by refusing food end medical intervention
for 66 days®,
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|| In a further stotement shortly sftervards, Mr Atkins said -

"I regret this needless and pointless death. Too many have. died
by violence in Northern Ireland. In this case it was self-
inflicted. We sghould not forget the many others who have died.
It isc my profound hope and prayer that the people of Northern
Irelend will recognise the futility of violence and turn their
faces away from it".

For subsequent political comment, see later sections.

1.2.3 In a press statement concerning Sands' death, the protesting priscners |

said on 6/5 that -

"Ne one, not even Maggie Thatcher, can justifiably dishonour
Bobby Sands by robbing him of his political identity, for he
died as he lived, & Republican, political prisoner and a man
totally committed to the liberation of the Irish people. He is
a symbol of freedom and truth and & lasting inspiration to those
who struggle for Jjustice."

"His death is yet another body blow for the Nationalist population
throughout Irelsnd. It shows that their wishes are irrelevent and
totally subject to the British Government's traditional policy of
colonial oppression and of appeasing bigoted Loyalism."

"While responsibility lies, primarily, on the shoulders cf the
British Goverament, we feel that politiciasne end other leading
people also share the blame for Bobby's death. Their timidity
-and lack of coursge in condemning strenuously the ruthlessness of
the British Government allowed that Government to carry out this
legalised killing. The time for diplomacy is over: those who
lead the Irish pecople are duty bound to ensure that no other Irish
pelitical prisoner has to give his life in pursuit of his rights.
The only way to ensure thisg is for those leaders to lead the Irish
people in protest agalinst England's inflexibility, and to talke
positive direct asction against this callcus Government."

"To Thatcher, Atkins and the British Government we say: 'You have
got your pound of flesh; now give us our righta. Do not for one
minute think that we are going to allow you to rob us of our
principles. There are many Bobby Sends in theee blocks, and we
will continue to die on hunger strike if needs be in order %o
safeguard those principles'.

1]

"Finally, we call on the Irish people and the freedom~loving people
¢ this world to come oubt agaiust British bsrbarity. The hunger
strike goes on, and will go on until our demsnds are mel, and
the people of Ireland, and the people of the world, are the
vehicles which will bring us to that achievement."
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VISITS TO BUNGER STRIKERS

2.1 Election Agzent Owen Csrron ask:2a for a final meeting with Sands on

%0 April and was given this on the following morning, 1 May, when he saw him
for the last time. In a subsequent statement Carron dwelt emotionally and et
length with Sands' condition which was correctly described as near death;
Carron also confirmed that the prisoner was resigned to his fate. Sands gave
hin an account of lMgr lMagee's visit, thanked the % TDs as well as all those
who had helped him but one message which Mr Carron omitted to mention was
that Saunds aleo told him To "burn everything'.

2.2 The Papal Secretary Mgr Magee did not meke any further visits to the
prison aiter the two Toted in last week's bulletin. These of course failed

to elicit sny favoursble response from the prisoners. Before leaving the
Province during the evening of 30 April he issued a lengthy but uncontentious
statement. This covered the background to his mission which stemmed from the
Pope's pastoral concern and was in response o requests "from both sides of
the community in Northern Ireland to intervene directly at the present moment".

"The Hely Father's deep-felt concern is for the sacredness of all human life
end hie appeal is made to all concerned, to respect human life and to avoid
everything that puts the life of anyone in danger."

"During my two days visit to Northern Irelsnd, I brought the message of the
Holy Father to the prisoners at the Maze PIiSOJ whe are engaged in the hunger-
strike, and to the Government officials at Stormont Castle."

I visited the Maze Prison on two occasions and spoke to the 4 prisoners who
ere on hunger strike, conveying to them the appecl of the Holy Father to put
an end to their hunger strike in order to save and respect their own lives,
end the lives of all in Nonthern Irelsnd who may be in danger as a result of
their action."

"A1l life is sacred and must be preserved as a gift from Ged."

"I therefore appealed in the name of Christ and his Vicar-on-Earth, saying
that violence of all kinds rust be condemned in the clearest terms as being
against the law of God." )

"“During my visits to the Maze Prison; I met with Mr Bobby Sands on 2 occasions.

"I also visited Stormont Castle and conveyed to the Sccretary of State, _
Mr Atkins, the concern of His Holiness for the situation in Northern Ireland.”

"And I told him of the appeal of the Holy Father to seek every means possible
to bring sbout a peaceful solution to the existing problems in a spirit of
Justice tempered with mercy."

"During the course of my short visit, I also met with the famiiies of some of
the prL”onera involved in the bunger strike and told them also of the coancern
gnd sincere gppeal of the Holy Fotner., "

2.%.1 Labour Party Spokesman Mr Don Concannon, opposition spokesmen on
Rorﬁhern Ireland affairs, mede a visit te the prison early on the moraing of
1 May. The visit, which was at the reqguest of Mr Foot, was to ensure that
docp*te the activities of a smaell grcup of left wingers, the prisoners di
imagine they bhad the support of the Labour Party in tho demands for wo 1iti
F‘aﬁpﬂo "There is no possibility of the Parlismentary Labour Pdrly Cominy
.(;':1}:— in ravour .f b""‘nt}-’-' T4 f"Tb"G..ual (,"‘""eb‘.}:‘ y or jod! 1.-"»--5,551 atatus of @ ')"’I 1\ ind
T heve made this aTuuLaﬂLTW clear to them". Mr Concannon saw gll & ,‘¢1Lu“ﬁ
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for a short time esch and asked them to reconsider their position as well ag
underlining his party's policy. He would not comment on the physical con=
dition of the prisoners but confirmeZ that he had had a brief and spirited
argument with Sands, whilst Hughes had. seemed less than Pleased at his visit.
The prisoners remained unmoved however in their determination to obtain the
full 5 demands/political status,

2.3.2 Mr Concennon's sudden intervention did not find favour with

John Hume or PSF. My Hume branded the visit as “"cheap and offensive
publicity stunt designed te take advantage of the presence of the inter-
national media in Northern Ireland". Danny Morrison for PSF deplored a
"disgustingly hypocritical statement from Den Concennon vho said he had to
admit that Bobby Sands was engaged in & political struggle but that he did
not support political status for the political prisoners should open every-
. one's eyes to the bankrupt nature of British rule in Ireland.®

Pr Morrison added: "Don Concannon, one of the architects of the H-blocke,

is one of those primarily responsible for driving Bobby Sands and his
|f comrades onto hunger strike and as such the responsibility to settle it rests
- also on his shoulders and conscience."

| "His visgit was a piece of cynical opportunism attempting to distance the
‘j Lebour Party from responsibility for Bobby Sands' impending desth but the
'+ Pontiueg Pilate act will just not work."

There was little Unionist reaction although lMr Concannon's vigit will have
found favour within that section of the populstion.

1 24 Ordipary Visits Once Saads' condition became eritical his relatives

|i were allowed to stay with him overmight and 5 members of his femily were
present in the hospital when he died. The 3 survivors all had family vieits.,
Hughes was visited by his parish priest and O'iara by Browning of the IRSP.

| Hughes also saw Finucane in conmpany with a barrister; it is thought this

- may have something to do with a further attempt to involve the ECHR,

- 2eMet Maze Protest The number of protesters remained constant at 415,
' 4s a minov solidarity gesture with their late comrade, some 17 prisoners
(11 conforming and 6 protesters) refused s meal on Tuesday (5/5) while on
| Vednesday (6/5) 27 refused to work and 56 today (7/5); 8 conforming prisoners
. are refusing meals until Sands' funeral as a token gesture. To avoid possible
| disturbonces Tuesday was treated as a furbher bank holiday for the prisoners
- with only essential work being performed; work has now been resumed on a
limited basis. Apart from the minor action noted, the protesters
continued ' their deliberate policy of co-operation and meny heve now asked for
. and received letter paper and pens (through the pericd of the dirty protest,
these prisoners refused to write letters as part of their policy of gelf
derial). It is possible that the prisoners mgy next attenpt to obtain
handicraft materisls.

3.2 Megilligan Protest On Wednesdey 38 and teday 54 prisoners refused to
work a&s pert of the soiidarity action and stated that it would finish after
the funeral,

2.5 XYoung Offenders Centre, Hydebank Minor disturbances took place on

[Ty

Tuesday snd Wednesday nignts, thougnt again to be a response to Sands' desth.

>
]

fio  Armazh Prigon The number of protesters remained constant ot 29. ELix

prisoners hove rejused to work since Tuesday, saying they were taking this
action Tor 3 days following Sands' death.
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5., Prisons Assessment The major develcpument in the prisons was of course
ghe deatnh o, Bovby Sands. However in contrast to events outside the prison
this has so far not produced any significant reaction within the institubtions,
an absence which is in keeping with the prisoners' current policy which we
believe they still intend to maintain. The solidarity action which has taken
place has been very low key. As for likely developuents there is evidence

of some tension in the prisons, reflecting the situation outside but no firm
intelligence hag emerged ss to any radical change in prisoners' attitudes,

The reports, given some press publicity, that 70-80 protesters were preparing
to join the hunger strike have an air of credibility ~ with the worldwide
press interest and the imminence of another death such action could be thought
to be o useful further turn of the screw snd was of course undertaken last
time. There must also be some pressure within the prisons for action to
support the campaign outside but no corroboration has se far been obtained
for these particuler press reports. Finally, the hunger strikers confirmed
in the press statement, noted above, that they intended to continue their
fasts ond ell have maintained a front of determination. Whether all 3 and
perticularly O'Hara will go the distance, remains however to be seen.

DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN NIO

6. Correspondence Correspondence from interested individuals and groups

has Bhown & definite inerease - it is divided between opposition to the
strike (mainly from GB) and support for it/humaniterien concern (mainly
abroad). The level of correspondence howevel remains well below that last

tie.

5. Ministers' lMectings TNo meetings were held egpecifically on the prisons
front, toough local politicans continued To see Ministers particularly to
express concern over security in the commmnity at large.




DEVE... MENTS TN NORTHERN IRELAND SR

8.1 The Campeign After a brief lull last week, tension began to rise again last weekend
as Sands' dz2ath appreached, with rioting in several areas of the Province but with a heavy
concentrztion on Belfast. William Ross (Official Unionist MP, Londonderry) received a
hoax letter bomb on 1 May with the message "If Bobby Sands dies, watch out for the next
one''s The weeks big H Block rally was at Toomebridge on Sunday 3 May attended by 5 - 6,000
persons. Speakers included Owen Carron (who said that Sands' last wish was for a public
statement of support from the Taoiseach) and Mrs McAliskey, who called for peaceful
demonstrations, should Sands die.

8.2 There was rioting for most of the day in Belfast on 4 May and as news of Sands' death
spread (at sbout 0145 on 5 May) crowds gathered in the Short Strand and Fzlls Road areas.
There was heavy petrol bombing of RUC targets plus factories, commercial premises and a
Methodist church. Fifteen men in paramilitary uniform made an appearance at Sands' parich
church in Twinbrook; West Belfast, as his body was brought home. Rioting and civil
disorder continued during 5 May, with petrol and acid bombs, barricades, hijackings,
malicious fires and even bolts from a crossbow. As has been the case during riots in
recent weeks, the trouble was caused by youths and children. Again, the disturbances
were worst in Belfast. The following day, civil disorder was combined with an increase
in terrorism, with one RUC officer shot dead in North Belfast and I Security force gun-
shot casualties (Belfaest, Londonderry, and Crossmaglen). An INLA terrorist was killed in
Belfast while handling a bomb.

8.3 The PIRA statement of 5 May on Sands' death urged "a disciplined response' from
nationalist youths. Rory O'Brady (PSF President) claimed that Sande had died "for human
dignity at its greatest stature' and that his struggle would be understoed by '"the down-
trodden and oppressed" everywhere. The IRSP/INLA statement called for '"all anti-imperialist
parties to unite in a broad front so as to ensure a speedy and success{iul outcome to the
present war'. The NHAC TU sub-~committee called for work stoppages. Gervy Adams (PIF

Vice President) appealed on 6 May for nabionalist youbths not to be drawn into confronhabion
with the security forces "despite their clear provocations". He asked for the funersl
proceedings to be dignified.

6.4 The possibility of further strikers suggested by the prisoners' statement (pare 1.2.3
above) was also raised by Marcella Sands during an RTE interview on 3 May. She called on
the Tsoiseach to act and said that free association was the crucial issue. A PSF spokecman
said on 5 May that he could not confirm reports that 70 more priscners would join the
hunger strike.

9.1 DPolitical With community tensions increszsing in the expectation of Sands' early
aeatﬁ"aﬁ”EEEEE} strike the Secretary of State issued a strongly-worded statement on

70 April condemning the Provisional IRA for deliberately playing upon, and fostering,
inter~sectarian fears with the objective of enabling them to exercise control in Catholic
areas and to present themselves as protectors of threatened people. He continued "In one
arca of Bclfast the PIRA are contemplating evacusting residents Lo cther parts of the city,
burning the emptied houses, and by throwing the blame onto others, further fuelling
secbarign conflict¥. He appealed to all sections of the community not to bLe misle d, and
pladeged the total backing of the security forces in depling with paramilitaries of whatever
hue, The statement had an immediate reassuring effect, though Dr Paisley continued to
take opportunities to warn HMG to crush any "Republicen rebellion' which wmight erupt.

9.2 Fr Atkins made his statement shortly after Father John Magee, the Pope's envoy, had
left Belfast. HMr Magee's statement is reported above. Cardinagl C'Fisich also issued
a statenent, imploring those to whom Fr Magee had spoken to pay heed to his message.
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9.% =ulsec on %0 April the 3 TDs requested urgent intervention by the International Red
Cross on the basis of rights assured by the Geneva Conventions and additional Protocols.

9.4 Meanwhile the Secretary of State, who remained in Northern Irelan¢ over the Bank
Holiday weekend, met representatives of the 4 main Churches, his security and civil
advisors, and leading politicians in order to keep abreast of community feelings and to
reassure them that the security forces would be available to protect the whole community.

9.5 On 4 May the European Commission on Human Rights received an eleventh hour appeal
by the Taoiseach asking for "a recommendation arising out of their recent visit which
would contribute to ... a solution'"; no immediate response was announced.

9.6 There was widespread reaction from all sections of the community to Sands' death on
5 May. John Hume said that the death of Sands could have been avoided had the Govermment
shown "greater flexibility and sensitivity"; leading Irish-American politicians, in the
words of Senator Kennedy, condemned the Government's '"posture of inflexibility'.

Cardinal Tomas O'Figich, also criticised the Goverpment's attitude as inflexible, though
the Church of Ireland Archbishop of Armagh, Dr Armstrong, described the hunger strike as
lone of the most calculated pieces of moral blackmail in recent times'". The Taoiseach
sppealed to "all sections of the Irish people" for no further suffering, injury or loss of
life. Dr Paisley reiterated the point that "Bobby Sands made the choice to die ... many
hundreds of people have becn done to death by the IRA and they had ne choice whatsocever!,
By and large, however, the initisl reactions of Church leaders and politicians were to
urge the people of Northern Ireland to remain calm and not to be provoked into taking
actions which would only serve to aggrevate the already tense situation.

to the H-Block crisis
him to discuss frecsh
e considered there to
o believe "thie would

S.7 Meanwhile, John Hume continued to declare that a seltlemes
could be found and on 6 May challenged the Prime Minister to m
moves on clothing and freedom of association, reiterating tha
be "no sacrifice of principle involved" and he had every reason

¢ resolve the problen®. '
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DEVEOPHENTS OUTSIDE NORTHERN IRELAND

10.1 Campaipn - Irish Republic  There werc several smsl) demonstrations and incidents
following last week's pattern. TFor example, 12 members of Fianna Eireann and Students
Lgainst H Block occupied the market room of the Dublin Stock Exchange on 1 May. Students
also occupied the Labour Party Headquarters in Dublin. On 2 Moy British Home Stores in
Dublin were occupied and H Block protesters occupied the residence in'Co Sligo of the
Conservative MP for Harborough, Lt Cel § A Farr. The CPI handed a letter to the British
Ambassador blaming the British Government if Sands died. A group calling itself the
*Republican Action Force' (probably a PIRA nom de guerre) burnt Lord Rossmore's country
cottage near Monaghan town and threatened "If Bobby Sands dies we propose to carry out
attacks against all relics of colonialism in Northern Ireland as well as the Irish
Republic". The Republic's Conference of General Council of County Councils sent a
telegram to Mr Haughey urging him to make an attempt to save Sands' life. The matter was
raised by a PSF councillor who asked for the decision to be made on humanitarian, not
political grounds. The motion was passed unanimously.

10.2 After Sands' death the NHAC issued a statement saying that the period before his
funersl "should not be marred by any acticn vhich would detract from the dignity and
heroism of Pohby Sands' sacrifice or detract attention from the continning hunger strike'.
The statement also called for the British Ambassador in Dublin to be withdrawn, the with-
drawal of Irish troops from the border and the boycotting of British firms. The NHAC has
asked for shops and businesses throughout Ireland to close on the day of Sancc' funeral.

11.1 Campaipgn - United States Prince Charles was met in Washington by the leader of the
Irish National Caucus with e letter signed by Representative Benjamin Gilman (Republican)
and 12 other Cengressmen acking HRH to intercede for Sands' life. Thirty-three US Congress-
men sent a telegram to the Prime Minister urging her to enter negotiations:to end the
hunger strike. Meanwhile President Reagan's chief counseilor, Edwin Msase, annownced that
the US had no direct role to play in Northern Ireland. Noraid organised & number of
demonstrations; venues included the British Airways offices and the British Conculate in
New York. At one demonstration en effigy of Mrs Thatcher was burnt.

1.2 Tollowing Sands' death Senator hennedv condemnned the British Government's "inflexibility

and urged all sides in Northern Irecland "to resist calls for further violence'. Mayor
Ldward Koch of New York said that Britain should mltburdv from Northern Ireland and Norzid
spckesman Martin Galvin accused the Government of murdering Sands. The US dockworkers'
union - The Internaticnal longshoremen's Association - announced a 24-hour boycctt of
British ships entering US ports commencing at 7 am on 7 May. Irish bars in New York were
closed for 2 hours as a mark of respect.

2.1 Europe Prior tc Sands' death there were demonstrations outside the Pritich
Embassies in Paris and Athens and the British Consulate in Chent. Three masked men armed
with a sub-machine gun and pistols raided the British Airways office in Oporte. They hoisted
the Irish ftricolour and painted pro-Sands slogans on the walls. The Portuguese urban
guerilla group, The Popular Forces,of 25 April has claimed responsibility. A bag of blood
wae thrown at the National ﬁeutanutb‘ Bank in nntwcrp by members of the Belgian Work CGroup
on Ireland; this was intended to symbolise the bloodbath which would follow Sands' death.
The Group also claims to have collected 2,500 signatures sympathising with Sands. TForty
members of the Young Communist Revolutionary Movement occupied the British Airways office
in Paris in support of Sands: they did not cause any damage. lMr Papandrcou, leader of the
Gireek opposition party Pasok reportedly sent a letter to the Prime Minister calling on the
"competent authorities to intervene and save the hunger strikers'.

12.2 Ttaly's 3 trade union federations issved a statement supporting Sands. Ceorge
Marchzis, leader of the Trench Communist Party, condemned the Britich Government over Bands.
The East German Communist Party Congress described the citizens of Northern Ireland as

© PRONI CENT/1/10/36A
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"supp: mped‘and subject to discrimination', and the East German Ambassador in London called
at the FCO concerning the Sands affair. Basque political parties sent a pro Sands appeal
to the British Embassy, Madrid.

12.%2 There was widespread protest following the hunger striker’s death. A balloon filled
vith tomato ketchup was thrown at the Queen during her visit to Oslo. A Dunlop warehouse

in Toulouse was damsged by a bomb. A car showroom in Zurich which displayed British cers
was fire-bombed and "Victory to the IRA" sprayed on the window. Firebombs were also thrown
at car showrooms in Florence. A petrol bomb exploded at a British Forces cinema in
Dusseldorf and pro IRA slogans were painted outside the British Consulates in Homburg and
Henover. The Portuguese Popular Forces of 25 April claimed a bomb attack on the Royal
British Club in Lisbon. The Portugunese Parliament observed a mirnute's silence for Sands,
and the official Soviet newspaper "Izvestia' blamed the British Government for his death and
"increasing terror and repression in Northern Ireland". Five thousand young people are
reported to have participated in a demonstration cutside the Britich Consulate in Milan at
which the Union Jack was burnt. The French Communist Party, Young Communists and General
Confederation of Labour, staged a large demonstration in Paris chanting "Ireland will prevail®
and singing "The Internationale'. The European Parliament is to debate the prisons issue
tonight.

13. Elsevhere Swmall scale picketing has occurred outside the British Embassy in Wellington
and the Consulate in Auckland. After Sands died there was an anti-British demonstration i
Brisbane.

.1 Campaign in Great Britain  About 100 persons tock part in a demonstration organised
by the Manchester hunger strike committee at Piccadilly, Manchester, on 5 May. On 6 Muy 2
0250 houra a man poured petrol on the floor of the marquee in which the Manchester Motorsh
exhibition is being staged and set light to it. The fire was quickly extinguishe

security guards but the men made good his escape. lateran anonymous caller claimed it had
boer done by Bobby Sands' supporters (not released to press).

L

mar
et}

1.2 On 5 May Leeds hunger strike commitiee organised a demonstration on the steps of Leeds
Town Hall to commemorate the death of Sards and show support for other hunger strikers.
Approximately 150 persons took part with representatives from leeds Troops Out Movement, SWP,
and Women and Ireland Group. There was no disorder. Leaflet distribution in Birmingha

City Centre by 12-14 members of local H Block Action Committeec took place on %0 April ond

1 May.

14.3 In London there was & picket every evening except the 6 May at the entrance to Downing
Street. Participants were mainly Troops Out Movement and varied from about 6 to as many as
70 on the evening of 5 May when there were 3 arrests for obstructing police. Fach evening
since Sands' death there hzs been 2 vigil at Kilburn Sguare organised by Previsional Sinn
Fein. On 1 May at 0800 hours, before the arrival of staff, 7 supporters cf the H Plock/
Armagh Action Committee entered the Labour PartyHQ, SEi17, through an unlocked door and
barricaded themselves in a top floor office. They hung banneibs from the windows and
telephoned various newspapers, the BBC and ITV. They agreed to leave the building after
they had been interviewed by the press. A public meeting at Kilburn Square on 2 Moy
attracted some 150 persons including factions of RCT, WRP and PSF. The following day 20
persons held a poster parade outside the Dominion Theatre, Tottenham Court Read, W1, wvhere
& May Day concert, attended by Michael Foot MP, was being held. VWhen Mr Foot was addressing
the audience 6 demonstrators approached the stage and shouted H Block slogans. They were
escorted from the building by police. There was an all night vigil at Trafalgsr Sguare by
up to 150 persons on 5 May although only about 20 remained throughthe night.

.4 Tn Scotland there was an evening vigil at the Mound, Bdinburgh, on 5 May and 70-80
supporters of Edinburgh H Block Action Committee clashed with a similar number of loyali
who were heckling the participants. There were 3 arrests. Between 15 and 25 supporiers o
K Block/Armagh Commitiee took part in vigils in Union Street, Stirling, on 4 and

There were no untoward incidents.
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15.4 The hunger strike has received very heavy coverage in the last weelk,
in the United Kingdom, Ireland and also overseus.

15,2 'The Times' (1 Mey) criticised the widespread inpression in a number
of countries that if Sands died, it would be because cof the intransigence
of HMG. It might be possible to make some small adjustments in the regine
but eny changes would have to be for all priscners, not for IRA prisoners
alone.

15.% The 'Irish Times' (2 May) warned that Mrs Thatcher's principle of

"o Surrender" could not be abandoned at one death. "One death would shock

millions, and Britain might ride out whatever international criticism wac

hurled st her., But two or three or four? No Governmen® could survive world

g?inion in such o situetion". The ‘Irish Press (4 May) also followed this
N€.

15,4 The Irish Times (5 May) though it "ineredible® that HMG did not take
up the 'ECHR recommendation of more flexibility in the prisons,; "if only to
present a better image zbroad, but much more urgently because life was
involved in the issue. The appalling tragedy now is that in this latest
twist in the dispute 13 lives have already been ended by violence"., The
jeader concluded with a plea for HIMG to “"bring constructive policy rather
thaon orid dogma into & dispute which in actual fact counld have been avoided
in the first place". All the Irish nationals viewed Sends' desth as
avoidablie, had there been scme flexibility from HING. They were also
unanimous in calling for calm, asking people to refrain from street violence.

15.5 Mosnwhile in Britein, the 'CGuardian' said that Sends' posthumous Fift
to the Eepublicsn movement was to inflame uninformed opinion internationally
ageinet Britain - "What civilised country would ellow an elected MP to

sterve himself to death in jail rather thsn be allowed to wear his own
trousers? That is how the question will be put". 'The Times' said that by
refusing to sudbmit to Mr Sands' blackmail EMG bore no responsibility whatever
for his death: "He committed suicide in full knowledge of what he was doing

and determined to reject all initiatives desipned to save his 1life eeo'e

45.6 On the day of Sands' funeral (7 May) four full pages of tributes
appeared in the 'Trish News'. ‘'An Phoblacht® (published before Sands' death)
dismissed suggestions that concessions on work or clothing alone would end
the impssse. The grim hesadline on pege 3 warned "Nothing less than the

5 demands®.

Sands' death was slso accorded front-page headlines and deteiled coverage
through cut the world., Opinicn differed cn whether he was a criminal or @
martyr. They varied from the German naper ‘Die Welt's view that "he was
trying to blackmsil the State with his 1ife" to Irsn where the official news
agency referred to the "heroic death of Bobby Sands, the Irish HRepublicen
freedon-fighter”.

16. The heavy presence of foreign Journalists and cameramen, particularly

in Belfact heg heen sccompanied by cleime that they have encouraged oF even
paid for youths to riot for them.
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CONMDENTIAL

OVERAL ASSESSHENT

17.1 Sends' death has been the major event during the period, As noted above it has not
so far produced any significant response wituin the prisons, either in terms of disruption
or further hunger strikes, However its 2 must immediate effects are to have given a
gignificant boost to the campaign abroad and to have lessened any prospeet of the prisoners
giving way in the short term. To have died as & hunger-striking MP has increased the
alresty high level of interest abroad where political comment has also bsen comsiderable,
though ill-informed and generslly hostile to HMG, Support at responsible government level
has however continved to be lawgely absent,

17.2 At lecal level PIRA has continuved to expleit both the politicsl and terrorist
potential generated by the death., Oliver Bughes' appoarance as an IIP candidate in the
forthcoming local electiomsgives evidence of the former, The outbreak of street viclence
on Tuesday was inevitable and followed the pattern anticipated last week, This can be
expected to continue for a few days at least but since it must wane before lonﬂ it is
likely that tervorist action will be stepped up to meintain the campaign impet The
marked increase in shooting incidents overnight (6/7 May) gives a clear pozntor to this,
though the likely courze of future events should become clearer affer the furoral this

.afternoon,
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