=]

PoL.

W W mw® sl oa

— = W | Ba i\l
L 122

FROTESTS AND SECOND HUNGER STRIKE - WEEKLY BULLETIN NO 22

0900 HOURS THURSDAY 2% JULY - 0900 HOURS THURSDAY 7& JULY
The Bulletin is produced by Liasison Staff(B), Political Affairs Division (B)
and Prisons Administrative Division (1)(B).

PRISON DEVELOFIMENTS

1.1 Maze HMunmer Strike The condition of Lynch has znow become critical and
he lapsed into unconsciousness yesterdsy. WThe doctor was doubtful if he would
last throughout the night but having done so he is expecting Iynch's death
sometime today. Doherty's clinical progression continues to be erratic
although it has remained largely static and he remains lucid and able to
converse freely although he has virtually lost his vision. Unconsciousgness and
death are thought to be at least 48 hours awsy, Of the remaining strikers
only Quinn's condition gives any cause for concern. His femily have a
history of kidney trouble and Quinn was in a virtusl state of collapse after
the talks with Adams, etc (sSee 2.1).

The prisoners' weights are:-
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Kieran Doherty 70 11st 41 1bs N . NA *2st € 1bs
Kevin Lynch 69 O9st 7 lbs’ NA NA £2st 1231bs
2st 5 lbs

Thomas NMcllwee 5% 108t 8 lus 7st 3 lbs 6lbs

Patrick Quinn L6 10s 1X1bs 7st 611bs 541bs 2st 9 1bs
Michael Devine 39 9st 8%lbs 7st 101bs 3% 1bs 1st 12%31bs
Leurence lMcXeown he 108t 8 1bs 8st 1210bs 41bs 18t 10 1lbs
Patrick lMcGeown 27 Ost & 1bs 8st 11b 41bs 18t 7 lbs
Matthew Devlin 16 11st 1241bs 108t 81lbs GCllbs 1st 4 1lbs

* last weighed on 14.7.81
L last weighed oun 19.7.81

2.1 Visits to Hunger Strikers - Adams, Carron and Ruddy
e 3 . Bk e A o i AP il b} £

On 29/7 a chaplain at the Maze passed on a request from Cardinal CO'Fiaich
asking that permission be given for a visit later that day to the hunger
strikers and Brendan McFarlene by Gerry Adame of PSF and 2 cothers. It was
claimed that the meeting might result in the ending of the hunger gtrike.
After consideration it wes agrecd that the visit could tealke place cn the clear
understanding that neither the NIO nor the Governor were to be involved.
Adems was accompanied by Owen Carron (Sands' former election agent) and
Seamus Ruddy, IRSP. The visit lasted for just over 4 hours and it is uuder-
stood that a suspension of the hunger strike for 3 to 6 months to allow for
the introduction and monitoring of prison reforus was suggested, but that
this was rejected by the prisoners. Interviewed later on radio Adams

indicated that he had +told the hunger strikercs thot Ropublicans outside
"ywould understand" if ther decided to end the hnger strike. Nowever a
statement from‘the Republican Fress Centre attributed to Adams that -
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"They (the prisoners) told us individually and collectively that
they were determined to continue with the hunger strike until the
Britisl. Government was pressurised into meeting in a common-sgense
manner with the protesting prisoners' and hunger strikersh position
as outlined in their July 4th statement."

Zul. Other Visits to Hunger Strikers Close relatives of Doherty and Lynch
remain constantly in the prison hospital throughout this critical period.
Quinn and Mcllwee were also visited by Jim Gibney (PSE) and members of their
families. TFather McIldowney and Father Flanaghan visited Lynch and licllwee

respectively.

B’} Prisoners' Statement TFollowing recent events including the visit
by 2 NIO ofificials to the llaze on 21 July and the Taoiseach's subsequent
comments “"the prisoners" issued the following statement on 24 July:-

"Were the SDLP to with-draw from the Ccuncils, it would force the
British to reconsider on not settling the issue; and the Church,

by providing and pursuing a vigorous course of action, could also
affect British intransigence," said the statement from the H-Dlocks
FRO.

"Until moves along these lines happen,*the British will remain
complacent to the deaths, and the agdny will continue.

"At present the British are looking for what amounts to an absolute
surrender. They are offering us nothing that amounts to an
honourable solution; and they have created red herrings, such as
their refusal to allow Brendan McFarlane to represent the prisoners,
to cover their inflexibility," the statement went on.

"Phe power to move them lies with the Nationelist leaders. Were the
Dublin Government to be courageous enough to stand against them then the
British would have to reconsider their position.

"But Mr FitzCGerald has taken a decision not to strain Anglo-Irish
relations, and he has decided to get out of the H-Block issue at
the first opportunity.

"Phat he has used such a transparent move as the Brit publicity stunt
into the cemp hospital, shows how desperate he is.

"Considering the regime in Portlacise, wherc the five demands were
given by Fine Gael to Republican prisoners, does IMr FitzGerald
support the contents of our July 4 statement.

"At this stage he should state his Government's position honestly and
in a forthright menner. He should state that he does not support the
prisoners' demands, and that he is more concerned about offending the
British Government than he is about saving the hunger strikers lives.

"If the British were genuinely disposed to seeking & solution, the
proposed meeting between the strikers, their families, clergy and

the Northern Ireland Office would be of benefit; and we would welcone
it so long as the strikers were adequately represented in the person of
Brendan lMcFarlane.
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"A permanent ending of all prison protest can only come when

the British Government is pressurised into meeting our simple,
reasonshle and just demands." '

I,
2
]

1 laze Protest This remains unchanged; numbere fell to 488 following
releases and the transfer of a prisoner to the Psychiatric Unit of
aze (Compound) Hospital. Numbers refusing to werk dropped by 2 to 15.

&

o2 Arnagh Protest  Unchanged at 28.

Se Prisons Assessment The continued survival of Lynch and Doherty,
very much against the pattern of the other hunger strikers continues to

cause comment, although there is no conclusive evidence that they are receive
ing or have received assistance from any source. Despite however the imminent
death of Lynch there is no sign of weazkening among the hunger strikers and

the leadership within the prison. The intervention of Adams, Carron and

Ruddy may well reflect doubts about the wisdom of the present tactics by the
leadership outside, perhaps encouraged by the hostile attitude of some of the
relatives, but there would seem to be no evidence of this among the hunger
strikers and their leaders in the prison as yet. '

THE CAMPAIGN

6.1 Northern Ireland An E-Bleck rally in Baniskillen on 26 July attracted
2,000 people who iollowed a piper and 4 men carrying a black coffin along a
Z-mile route. In Magherafelt a harch by the South Derry and South West
Antrim Relatives Action Committee and a counter-demonstration by the DUP were
both postponed from Sunday to Monday (27). The ralliies took place without
trouble.

6.2 The day of the Royal VWedding (29 July) was marked by H-Block marches

in Belfast. HMore than 2,000 demcnstrators from Falls Road and Andersonsiown
converged on Milltown Cemetery where they were addressed by Joe Austin (PSF).
About 1,500 people took part in a rally in New Lodge area of Belfast after

a march from the Ardoyne. There were also small meetings and marches in other
Northern Ireland towns. All passed off without incident.

(R After his visit to the prison cn 29 July, Gerry Adams (Vice-President
of PBF) said that he had gone into the Jjail "reluctantly". He claimed thal he
had told the prisoners that there "was absolutely no problem with anyone on
the outside if they wished to end their hunger strike. The hunger strike can
end whenever the prisoners wish to end it. ... We are prepared to do whalever
the prisoners decide." He continued that the prisoners had told him
"individually and collectively, that they were determined to continue with

the hunger strike until the Government were pressurised into a meeting, in a
common sense manner with the protesting prisoners and hunger strikers position
as outlined in their July 4 statement". The hunger strikers also "again
called upon the Roman Catholic hierarchy, the Dublin Government and the SDLP
leadership to come out clearly and to publicly pressurise the Government, or
at least to honestly state why they are not doing so'.

6.4 In a statement smupgled out of the prisons the Republican protesbing
prisoners in the Maze endorsed the nominetion of Owen Carron as WHAC candidate
for the Fermenagh/South Tyreone by-slection which will teke place on

20 August. Carron said that he was standing as "proxy pelitical prisoner for
the five demands" and emphasised that he was standing as the candidate of the
NHACG and not PSF. He is being opposed by Mr Ken lMaginness of the Official
Unionist Party: the SDIP has also announced its intention to field a
candidate.
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6.5 On 30 July Bishop Ldward Daly of Londonderry made what the Belfast
Telegraph described as a "dramatic appeal" to the priscners to end their
bunger strilke before any more deaths ook place. Bishop Daly appealed to

lrs Thatcher and the Horthern Ireland Office to "reciprocate by treating this
as a most urgent and highly important problem that needs a lasting

solution ..."

71 Political TFollowing continued NIO opposition to Brendan MeTFarlane's
involvenent in any clarification, McFarlane advised the prison authorities
over the weekend that he was now willing to participate in any meeting
involving hunger strikers and officials in a "non-negotiating role". The

offer was turned down in a NIC statement of 27 July which reiterated that
MeTsrlane had no role to play in any hunger strike talks but that the
Government remained willing to clarify matters to the hunger strikers directly.

| 7.2 The same weekend Mrs Thatcher wrote to the Four Horsemen arguing that
her Government had acted heonourably and shown great flexibility throughou

the hunger strike. The news media paid particular attention to the following
extract: "You will no doubt have seen that a spokesman for the Prime lMinister
of Ireland said that Dr Fitzgerald believed the British Government had met

his suggestions that an official should speak to the hunpger strikers, thet he
deeply regretled the hunger strikers had rejected the offer from officials to
clarify what conditions would apply if tThg'strike ended, and that in his view
responsibility for finding a solubion now rested with the prisoners.”

On 28 July the Tooiseach called im the British Ambassador, Sir Leonard Figg,
end complained thet his position over the hunger strike was seriously mis-
represented in the letter. He expressed concern that this should have occurved
and ... it was learned later that Dr Fitzgerald had "communicated his true
position to the recipients of the letter": "Britain has nol shown sufficient
urgency and flexibility at various times during the crisis; he did not &a;
that responsibility for finding a solution now rested with the prisoners.

The /Irish/ Govermment's commitment to finding a solution is continual and
ongoing."

8.1 In the Republic The Northern Standard, principal local paper for the
Cavan-lionaghan constituency for which Kieran Doherty is TD, published an
appeal to his supporters on 25 July to persuade him to end his fast. The
editor said the onus was on the people who voted for him to make a move o
save him pointing out that "Kieran Doherty and those who have died have given
enple proof of their courage and conviction". Doherty himself appealed

. through his father to members of the Dail to support the five demands.

8.2 Groups from Provincial centres including Belfast, Limerick, Waterford
and Monaghan met up in Dublin on Saturday 25 July for a march from the GO
Building to Leinster House. The numbers were estinated variously at

4/5,000 (Garda), 6/7,000 (Irish Times) or 15/20,000 (organisers). No attempt
was made to reach the British Embassy and in contrast to the previous weekends
march the demonstration was essentially peaceful though the Irish Autherities
were taking no chances and 1,500 Gardai were on dubty with troops standing by.

8.% Sixteen relatives of hunger strikers met the Taoiseach in Dublin on
27 July (the third such meeting) but some left in frustration before the end
of the meeting. They had asked the Taociseach to support the five demands and
to recall the Irish imbassador in London, expel the British Aubassador in
Dublin and withdraw all troops from the border sreas. Pat licGeown (wife of
Patrick McGeown) condemned the decision te allow the Irish Ambassador to
attend the Royal Wedding.
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B4 On 29 July supporters of the hunger strikers were suspected of

cutting cable television links near Dublin an hour before transmission of
events leading up to the Royal Wedding Ceremony. lMost viewers in the Republic
were unaffected and were able to watch on RTE. A small number of demonsirators
(according to the Newsletter less than 200) turned up outside RIE's Dublin
Headguarters to protest at the broadecasting of the Wedding Service. There

were also small pickets outside the homes of leading Dublin politician=
including those of the Taoiseach, Ur Fitzgerald, the Tanaiste, lMr O'Leary and
the leader of the Opposition, Mr Haughey.

9.1 In Great Pritain Over the weekend (25-26) leaflets supporting the
Hunger Btrike were distributed to passers-by in London and Birminghamn. On
27 July 1% members of the Manchester Bunger Strike Committee occupied the
Manchester Offices of Aer Lingus.

92 The following day (28) five H-DBlock supporters commenced a 48-hour

fagt outeide County Hall in London. They were later Jjoined by 10 more fasters
(including Ken Iivingstone, leader of the GIC). The demonstration was peaceful
except for a minor fracas which led to one National Front supporter being
arrested. According to the Irish News (30) 600 black balloons (100 for each
dead Hunger Striker) were released over London as Prince Charles left
Buckingham Palace for the wedding.

9.% A "Wational Demonstration" in Leeés'orga&ised by the Leeds Hunger
Strike Committee on the day of the wedding (29) was aitended by %80 people
from H-Block committees all over the country and also such diverse groups as
the lMoslem Students Society and the Iranian Students for the I'reedom of the
Working Class.

10.1  Elsewhere The "Irish Echo" published in the United States reperted
that an irisn rreedom Rally was planned for Chicago on 25 July and that more
than 5,000 people were expected to attend. here appears to have been little
activity in the US or elsewhere linked specifically to the Hunger Strike
jssue though the daily demonstrations outside British liissions in Boston and
Few York continue. :

10.2 On 28 July red paint was thrown at the walls of the British Embassy in
Paris in protest against the British Government's refusal to grant political
status to Republican pricsners.

MEDIA

11.1  Press obsession with the Royal VWedding, particularly in Great Britain,
but also to some extent in Ireland has crowded out coverage of the hunger <
strike. Editorial comment on the dispute has been negligible.

i g P, The 'Irish Independent' (25) published a long article on the

Southern Government's handling of both the current bunger strike and that of
the latter part of 1980, by Bruce Arnold. It concluded that, "It will not
do for the Taoiseach to be characterised by his press secretary,

Liam Hourican, as feeling “that he has done all he can" and will now end his
efforts to solve the hunger strike ... . What is certainly neceded is a
restatement of principle; continued work behind the scenes, and without
inspired leaks, the re-activation of the Anglo-Irish talks; an early meeting
with Margaret Thatcher.”
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41.3 The 'Irish News' (30) eriticised the "duplicity and
the British" over the issue, echoing an address Sean lachr :
New Yorlk a few days previously. It centinued: "It is this extrsordinary
shifting ground which angers people who are entirely opposed to_all viclence;
and whieh astounded and dismayed people of such obvious integrity as the
members of the Commission for Justice and Feace. Bubt some understanding of
just how such “duplicity" appears {0 Ireland and to the rest of the world,
wag expressed by a very sober British journal recently. 'The Economist',
referring to the implication of "bad faith" in the statement from the
Commission following the death of Joe IeDonnell, said "the Westminster

Government this week made itseli a lot of enemies, old and newi"”

41.4 In a leader headed "Hisrepresentation”, the 'Irish Independent’ {30)
aceuced Mrs Thatcher of nmisleading the people in the United States into
belisving that Dr Fitzgerald thinks a solution to the bunger strike 1lies only
with the hunger strikers, through her letier to the 'Four Horsemen'.

The leader declared thet "The most charitable interpretation one can meke 1is
that she is being badly advised by people vho do not. understand the situation.
If this is so she should go back to her advisers again, this time with the
knowledge that her letter has caused resentment even amneng the people in the
country wkhe kneow themselves as moderates."

11.5 Ardersonstown Hews (25) declared "Tt, is hard to imagine anything more
cynical than the declarstion this week by $he Dudlin, Coverument that it

"has done all it can" on the H~Block issue. The Dublin stance gets Dboth the
Irish and the British Governments off the hook; and that seens to be all that
matters, never mind sbout the lives of men who are at this moment helpless and
powerless with nothing to give but their suffering and their lives".

41.6  An FPuoblacht (25) pronounced on its front page that the hunger strike
"has produccd the first Irish national heroes since the twenties. No other
deaths, of so many brave men asnd women over the last 12 years of strugsle,
have had the same effect". Also in the issue was a 2-page profile of

Thomas Mellwee; "sincere, easy-going and full of fun",

OVERALL ASSESSMENT

184 In spite of the imminence of the deaths of Doherty and Lynch the
prisoners have maintained a very hard line position. Their rejection of the
possible way out offered to them by the Ldams' intervention would seem %o
preclude any possibility of significant movement on their part in the
immediste future. This is despite evidence of mounting pressure on the
Provisionals. including from the femilies of some of the hunger strikers, for
an end to the protest. As far as the overall campaign is concerned, the
pezceful nature of the IHAC demonstration in Dublin last weekend probably
reflects the fact that the previous week's incidence vas considered to have
been counter-productive. However with further deaths now apparently
jnevitable and with a conseguential by-election in the Republic as well as in
Fermanagh/Scuth Tyrone renewed political sctivity and pressure is likely to
build up over the mext few weeks.
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