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1 attech, ip final d¢raft form, the KIO brief for this peeting,

vhich has now gone scross to Cebinet Office.

On the point =mbout the parallel with Corsica, PUS believes

we should lesve this for the PM to originste if she sees fit.
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NQRTHERN IRELAND
Erief by the Northem Ireland Office

Points to Make

1. We feel some concern about the efforts beirg mede by the Provisiconal
IRA end others close to them to secure support for their cause in
influential circles 1in France. We are eware that these activities

&re puitling pressure on the French Covernzment in relation to the hunger
strikes in Northern lreland and are greteful for i{ts restraint in not
comventing on recent developments there. Nevertheless, we are anxious

that the trie position should be fully understood in France,

2, ¥e have done 2 great deal 1o bring the hunger strikes to an
end btut cannot concede the prisoners' demands vhich, i{ grented, would
give effective contrel irn Northern Irelsnd prisens to the prisorers,
soxething which no responsible Government could accept, lioreover,
conceding the "five demends®™ would enable the prisoners to claim that
they had been given political/prisoner of war status,

5. Ve have made a number of important changes for all priscners on
hurenitarian grounds end we hope to improve Turther the sirecady very

high stendards in Rorthern Ireland prisons.

X
CONFIDENRTIAL

..................................................................................................................................................................................................




Wild A AFAD & & FAS

gER.

4, HMG has nothing to hide, So fer this year we have facilitsied
visits by, among others, the European Commission of Human Rights,

the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Irish Commission
for Justice and Peace, the Pope's personal representative and members
of the Irish und Buropean Perlisments, as well as the media from howme

and abroad,

Bsckground (Note: information which should rot be disclosed Is sidelined),

1. In recent months PIRA and other hunger strike suppcrters heve devoted
2 good deal of effort to the promotion of their csuse in influentiael -
including governmentsl - circles in France. Fresident Mitterrand's
Government has come under stesdy pressure both from within the Socialist
Perty and from the French Left generally to teke & public stand on the
hunger strikes which is critical of HMG, Although individual soclelist
parliamentariens have criticised HMG's handling of the hunger strikes,
the French Government's position so far has been that korthem Ireland

is an internel UK matter. But in view of these pressures end since the
French Government's restreint is besed less on conviction than on their

perception of the consequences for Angio-French relsations, it would

be sensible for the Priwme Minister to reinforce this perception with

3 the President, Moreover, there have been indications that some of
the President’s senior colleagues - and perhaps the Fresident himself -

have some sympathy for the prisons protest. At the beginning of July

the mother of Kiersn Doherty (one of the hunger strikers ¥io has died
end by then & mezber of the Dail) end Father Dennis Faul who is close
to the Provisionals were received by members of the French Prime Ministes ¢

cabinet, On 31 July three French Socielist Parliamentarians went to
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Rorthern Ireland hoping to see prisoners on hunger strike. They
¥ere not sllowed into the prison byt Were given a vriefing by RIO
offfclals.

2. During his meeting with Sir Robert Armstirong on 20 August, the
Secretary Genergl to the Presidency (M. Beregovoy) explained that
the deaths of the hunger strikers were a highly ezotional issuve to
which French public opinion was very sensitive, Both the President
and KMze, Mitterrand were receiving many letters on the subject. :
Speaking personslly, M. Beregovoy hoped that HIG would do gl} that

it could to bring the hunger strikes to an early end; and he made it
clear thet in his view that 8id not exclude conceding the five demands.
The campaign in France is mainly communist inspired and is well organised;
the main manifestations have been demonstrations and netitions and
letters. There have been & few violent incidents but none of
slgniffcance. The Paris Embassy has countered hostile propaganda

through correspondence ang by securing publication of articles putting
EMG's point of view, During July two Northerm Ireland ¥inisters

explained the Government's case during visits to France. Every

opportunily had been taken to brief French journalists and TV crews
in london and Belfsst.

5. There has been speculation that the Irish Government might have

' lobbied the French Goverament on the hunger strike; and that President

‘ Mitterrand might have cleared his lines with Dr FitzGerald before
ettending the Prince of ¥ales' Wedding. This speculation appears to te

without foundation.
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