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HOTE ]""’ TLEW&'}U’ cet PS/Secretexy of State
(L2B) - ¥
Ps/Hr Alison (B) - H
ps/pus (LxH) ‘- K
Kr Blelloch - K
Y. Karshall
Hr-t¥yatt - M
My DoyneDitmes -~ K
Kr Palasr - X
¥r Buxton <« - R
fir #orisrty
¥r Jackeon - ¥
Kr Bisthesrwick - ¥
Fr Rarringtom
Kr Gilliland - H
Kr Corbett
Dr Welr - K

o 28-7-%1 wHE
KIEYIRA VWITE YHTERNATIONAL CORMITIEE OF;RED CROSS - THRURSDAY 23 JGLY

Kr Alicon Bat reprecentatives of the Internstional Committee of the Red Cross

ot tiem oa Thuredey 23 July io Stargqvk Casthe, prlot to tleir departure f{ron

' Northern Yrelspd, Those prgaent at the mzeting were:

¥r Alison Hr Schﬁldt

¥ Blelloch ’ K Gr&nd dt¥auteville
¥r Jackeon Dr Russbach

Dr Veir

Mians Vright

Mr E%eidt described triefly the activities of the ICRC since their arrival de
Forthern Irelend. Toey had spont (heir first two days =ainly sounding cut
whether they conld play sny useful role in trying to settle the hunger strike
Juena. Yhetiy vesson for doing thie waz that the hunger strike created tense
conditfons vhick they could not ignore, &nd since it was an issue of great ] ol
isnortence to ths prisonere they felt ther wust discuss it. Bowever, they hod
quicily coacluﬂéd that & sltuation of tolsl conflict existed and that they could
not contributs &k-*ﬁius in terws of negotistion. HoOwever, they wers prapared,

on huzanitariaa growsde, toYester the fruy" egain. They h=d concentrated for

the rest of thelr visit on prizon conditfons. Their vieits to prisong hed been

es followval
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16-19 July « Haze (B-blocks and compovnds)
20 Jily - Crualin Boad
2% July . - ArEagh
22 July - Magilligea

They had vieited over 2000 prisonsrs. Throughout their visits they had received
excellent co-operation from the prison zuthorities, who had given tbeﬂ ell the

facilitios they required snd - & {mportant point for tbep - hed laft then frae
to talk to prisoners wilhoumt witnesses. The ICRC délegation plenped to retwm

to C¢neva that dmy and to write their report. They emphasised that it wordd be
an objective report. Thelr task vas pot to try to conpare prison conditiona in
¢itferent purts of the werld; guch comparisons could not reslieticslly bLas made.

Mr Scheidt went on to dsa) with eows sprcific points srising fromx the ICKI's
vielts to pricons: som2 Werse points which he just wighed to mention, whils on

others be had qusries.

T

: N »
1. Non-ceaforving blocks,
Kr Scheidt scknowledged that sany deprivations in the non~con{oreing
blosksa were salf-inflicted. Tioe prisopers here had refused to talk to
the ICAZA, ‘'They had maintained that the hunger strike was the overriding
jesus &ad that their deteanticn conditions were irrelevant. The ICES had

not therefore bssn able to teks sccount of the vievs of the prisoners in

tssking their essesement.

2. Overcrovding in the E-blocks _ _
e ICHS thought that having two prisonera per ¢sll in the H-blocks caunsed

scua problems in the recrestion roses, bacause there was insulficient spsce.
Tig was not to ey that ths priecners objected Lo ehsring thelir cellee.

3. Sagrecstion
e ICEC had bzea struck by the nunber of requests for segregation, for

respong of personsl securitye They felt thet Loyelisl priscners were
readly afreid of being 4n the minority vhen the hunger sirike 65&,&&.@&%&
pleas for segregatien camo partiemlarly from Protestants, but rnkii-&s also
vaised by Bepublicans. It bad gcercely arisen &t Arwsgh. The ICRC escepted
the politiced iuportance of the gqusstion of sagregation and the importence
of pedntaining control, but ﬁo‘nd&red if, froz= & bumanitarian point cf view,
istegration waz really 2 good thing. Hr Blelloch asked if the ICHC kad

Soresd the iupressien that Lhe prisoners vanted esgregztion at all tiwes,

.............................................................................



e i S

A

Eog s s o A

i

By e e Sad

PR < T e S (SO T < W

s

éPRGNuwounusuAh"“uh";”“"""."__“h"h.F”m_“m““"""““u""hm

Se

6.

or just vhen they wors ian their wingas., The ICRC thought the geperz)l dasire
wag for ea thorough segregstion 06 possible. There was A fear that conflict
cotld erise at any time. AL Cruwsnlin Rosd; prisoners were not enjoying
recreation every dey bocteuss Loyalists and Repudblicans chose not to mix.

They preferred to etay in tbhir-cells and take recreation~on elternative deys
with tholr own grovp. Hr Blellech pointed out that although the prissners
claissd that their resson for wenting segregation was fear, in fect thie
right bs an excuse for trying to esmsintein 2 parawiliteyy ‘cosmand' structure,
Hovever there wers aduiaiastrative as well ss political difficulties - for

exarple the quoestion of duplicmting fecilities.

Cornleints procedure

The ICRC bad hod wany approsches sbout this. Prisonsrs were afraid of
bringing cosplajinvta for feir of baing charged with msking false allegations.

Prison rnles
The ICEC thought that priganers ahould have readily svailable to them copies

of rules and regulationa. They Wmﬁerﬁ‘ﬂbd fyom sowe Governors that an extrac
¥es bedng prepured forethe prisoners, tnd they hoped that this could be

hestened.

. Comnaanicnets leave

The ICRC sald that they bhad been astonished to find that 1life sentéence prison
era could not bave lesve. They had heard many comuwenis during thelr visit
about the criteria for deciding on whether or pot it =hould be allowed and

on the length of the period involved. Ir particular there were soms life-
sentente pricsoners ia D—vwlng of Balfast prison who were fully conforeing,

and claimad they had repounced all claims for political status. KNr Aisen
expledinsd that normally & prisonsr on cozpassionate hoze leave would he

" encorted by & prisonm offiéer. but in sany csses & prison officer could not

go fo tha prisonerts locality becsuse he would be exposed to a serious riek
of nesassivation, Therefore such grisoners had to be sllowed out on trust.
For a life sestenca prisonesr the tesptation to abscond must be anormous, and
teo #ush strain would be placed oo the trust involved. Adlthough sbuns of

conpaszionnte ho=es lsave was rare (partly beczuese of the discipline inposed

.by the paracilitary organisstions) any cases of abuse would put the fairly

liberal regieo at risk beceuss of the pressures of pudblic eopinion. But
there was no intention to bs dogmatic sbout this jssus; there vea a need for
bvalence end judgasnt. M Jacksan pointed out that on CHL the Korthern

Irelead reging woz far oore pensreus thap in Oreat Britain and it waas

.
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secensary ¢o be consclous of this. The Sovernuent had for a long tiue
greppled with the aponaly of life atnlence prisoners not biing a)lorad

leave, and the decimion mumt be erbitrary up to a puint. Reasens for
refusing leave ecould not be glven, and by refusing one cuse end elloving
apothor the authorities wsre liable ta ba accused of unfairness on eccterian
grounds. It had to be remambered that life sontences vere igpoeed for the
most bordfiec criess and there would bs a politicel risk in ellowing such
prisonsrs leave. However, the point snde by the ICAC had airesdy been given

a great deal of thought.

Viaits by ex-prisoners
Tae JOBC asked zbout the rule which prévented ex-prisonere from visitiag

prisonsrs, &nd asked {f there could be soxe flexibility in the case of close

relativea or friends. Mr Jackeon thought that ip such cases the rule probebly |

did not opsrats in ary case. Mr Alison explained that the need for this rule
was pot bustd om a fundaesntal principle but com practical security considar-
aticns. ¥r Blelloch pointed out that eccusations of discrimisation

could erdsza in cases where viai’ia’ had tq, b2 refused because of certain infore- |

ation roceived; 2llegstions of unfalirnesa co?u,:l be msde which would ba
imponsible to coumter becauas the information ceuld not be revealed. There
would ba grave difficulties about adeitting to the prison ex-prisoners vith
terrorict affidiations. The ICEC eppreciated this and were gratem to bear

‘the Mothar side of the coin'.

Berpincs for prison work
The ICRS paid that they hed received sarny approaches about increasing the

asount p&i.d for prison work, as it was related to hox much a prisouer could
spend. Mr Jackeon said that this poiat had been examined « on a UK-wide bzsic
by the Moy Committee, &ad that Forthera Ireland had to follow Great Britain
practice. ‘Thers ¥ze no ;‘m&sibility of ever reaching a realistic vage level,
end élfficultios arose over, for exasple, sociul security payweats, but t}m;

sstter wee still being lowtsd into.

¥edica)l provieion

Dp Pusehach sxzid that wedical provision in the prisons was very good &ad

generally sperking he hed po compluint, There wers occesional prodless of
edministration asd particelar cases in es¢h prisan hiad been discussed with
the doster in charge. The prodlems had been s:xll ones and had Ybesn dealt
withe Tbe ICRS would b2 kas;:-i.rfg x record of particular patients and would

1{ks to sre thes ngein whea thoy vigited Fortbern Ireland at a fwture date.
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Rost of thass ctess were poople with medical problems which woudd &leo be
difficult to deal with outside prisou. There had been & complaint zmbout oune
ndividual doctor's s.’ctit.ude, but Dr Sloan had enid that hs would follew this
tpe Dr VWeir said that he vondd welcome any sugsestions vhich the ICEC might
kave for changes in running the pricon wedical ssrvice, d Mr Adiegon
encouraped thes to cowe back and follow up specific capes.a ‘
Dy Scheddt ssdd that tha ICRTU wonld hope to be able to hand over their report to
the Goverrment ia & ®onth's time. They bad elresdy erxplained the position oa
publication, ie that the report would be confidential but would becoms the properti
of IMJ who would be entitled to publish it 3f they wished. The ICRC would wieh to
be consulted ebout pudlicetion and would want publication to dbe in full. O the
quaction of publicity for their vieit to Northern Ireland, there would be a weutis
in the ponthly ICKC bulletin, sieply giving dates of visite and nusbers of prisoue
seen. Deprading on the amount of presaure ie Geneva, there wmight be & short
factuel nd hoc preas ccmniqu{stmight BWAY .

o

Mr &isen tharked the three mpreawnxatifea of tife JCRC for having coms to
Rorthern 1relend, &nd for (helr smzcinct report on thair visit. He hoped it would
not ts aziss to ask ope question. Obviously there was great concern over the hung
strike and he wondered if ¢he ICRC had forwed an fmpression of the hunger etrikers
rxing - were they resdly concerzad with marginal technical changac in the regis
or wers their sinds gearcd to eore s<seping ambitions? Mr Schmidt said that it
wug di{ficvlt to snswer this bscmuse those most closely implicated, ie those on
the protest, would pot spesk to the ICRT mnd it was not poseible to know if the
viaw of the hungsr strikera themselves was representative. The hunger strikers
(end Hr HcFerlane) were rot interested in deginningto talk about actusl conditions
until the eade of discussion with the Bovern®snt had been agreed., Fhen they were
showvn tbe Covernment's sumzary their reaction was that they had heard it 2ll
bsfore, and that this vas & ¢llution of their demands as in the cass of the ICJ?

LI

exercisa,

Kr Blelloch radid that the progpect of further vieits by the ICRC was welcose.

Mr Schemict replied that, &g & general rule, their visits enly started to becout
upefnl onm?ﬁ'mﬁbeits. They envisaged returning after about six ronthe, but
this sight ba affected by ey developzante on the hunger strike dssue. 4&lthough
Governrents did not often reply to their reports, they womdd encourage then to do
BO.

Hr Jeciison ezpressed concern that if the ICEC criticised overcrowding in the Hame,
collesgues in Great Pﬁ‘lte.in)kherﬁ the prvhlem vag out of 21} comparison with

O ’”F}I’f}lﬁ% ,



R Forthern Iielund, might be embaryrasssd. MNr Schmicdt said that this pairnt would
not feature wery prouinently im their report.

Yo conclusien, ¥ Scheidt said thet, without wishing to prejudice tke report, the
1ICEC felt that there vers fow problems in Northerm Ireland prieons of a phyeical
or taterisl nature, &»d thera were sowms superb fac{lities (eg the workahops &t
Ksgilligan). But there were trewendous prodlens of & psychological and pelitical
pature, leading ¢o a praes of tension anrd struggle. These were aspects of detentic
conditions which were &ifficull to defina and sbout which it was difficult to

wake apecific recomsendationa. Nr Alison pointsd out that the priscn acens in
Northern Ireland wss very young {not Just in teres of the age of the aajority of
the priconera). The ftroublea’ had muda it necessary over & dscads to sxpand

the prieon system roughly five-~fold, end there was etill a lot to lesrn.
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