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Forsign and Commonwsaltih Secretary

HERTIHG VITE SIX IE0HARD TI0G, AMBASSADOR IO THE IRISE REPGBLIC: 16 JUNS 1981.

Presant: Sacretary ol State Sir Leonard Figg
Hr dystt
Ze Boys Seith
The Ambassador callisd on the Sacretary of State at 1145 am. In outlining
racent developments im the Depgblic of Ireland he made tha following main pointa:

! (1)  The sewt sizsicant avent wosld be the choice of a new loader

| : for the Labour Party. Following his slectiom the Labour Party
and Fime Gael woold be in & pesitien to decide wbetzer and to
what sxtemt they would reach agrsemant. Uatldl then tha pature
o2 the Tuture Govsrnment would remmia nncertaim.

{2) Ths smurprise in ths electiom had been the size of the suwpoxt
for E-3lock capdidatea. The vots thay bad received and theilr
e¢laction £o ihe Dail now meant that they were a pew elesent in
Isdsn politiss., DPacpla were =irsady twrming their minds te
tha y—elaction which would taics »lace whan the [irst hmger
strivar 2disd, In a viesw oF i2e imdassador aan H-block candlidate
was not likely to win ths by-—slactiocn.

{3) 'The nav Iriah Gorermment would ba forced to adopt harsh scemomic
measurea. The economy had desn tha main issue in the slection
snd informed opiaion was agread that firm policies wore needed.

(k) ‘Toa vew Governmeal, whataver its coopoaition, was likely to
want to continue with the joint studies at broadly the paca
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which had besn followed mo far. The comgtinuation in office of
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a Masua Poi) Govermmeal might ws)l ba more favourable
to the United Kingdom 1a thia respact.

Ia discossion the Asbassador noted the following pointa:

Peopla in $he Rapublic wers sot on the whole ploased at the
way iz which eveais iz Mortherm Irsland bad come to influsaca
their affairs. Zstablished politicians appreciated that
the princinias the T Covernseat had been npholding were

. pelawsss to the future of the Repablie, and they wars ready

to reaist direct preasnre on dshalf of the B-block campaign,
Bt thay wers concermed ai the impact of a steady erosioa

of support ssonget thoss of wodurste views. I the siddla
groapd was loat their poeition would be more wvulnsrable,
Continning dsatha in M¥orthern Irslsnd prisoma would comtridbube
to a zmowiag Taeling that the UK Govermmant smat b on the
wrond course; thers wers alrsady signs of coacwrn amongst
peonis well dispossd o the Unitsd Xingdoa.

The isbassador belisved that a rovisw of prisoma in Horthera
Irsland of iza ipd the Sacrotary of State was putting to hia
collssames ix CD Committes would im these circusstances be very
baipfol. It would make it caaler for ths United Xingdom o
descgatrats 153 continudag concarn and its wish to avoid a
deadlock. S Delieved ibat it would be usesfl to include om
the eammiry feam a person of distinction from outside the United
Kingdom; oue possidility for consideration might be a member
of the European Commission on Duman Rights. The inclasion of
2 nom-Britiah dimension would bs well received in the Republic.
it would eacourage the wiew ibat the Govermmeat. now the ECHR
had been znable to involwe itsell in the matter, was using ita
ingeanily to achjave the sama objective of intarmational
involvement in anothsr way.

In the Azbamsador's view there would be advantage in seoking a
further swsmit meeting in Saptamber or October, for which prevaration
might start ia July. To wadt unstil the end of 1981 might well

ba to lsave it too late. It vaa lunosaidle to judge what thae
effaet on the Anglo-Irish talks mizht ba of a coatinning searies
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of hunger pirike dsaths through the rest of the Sumser, and
iato the Autoen.

(4} Ths Anbassador Meliswsd that 1% wounld be very helpinl if,
ia sswediation with the snnvuncenent of dacisicas rsached at
CD Committes, tha Prime Mimister could give the radio intexr-
' visw which EI® had requested.
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