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END OF HUNGER STRIKE: REACTIONS FROM PCLITICIANS IN THE IRIS
REPUBL IC.

1. THE ENDING OF THE HUNGER STRIKE IN THE MAZE PRISON ON 3
OCTCBER HAS BEEM GREETED BY POLITICIANS IM THE REPUBLIC WITH RELIEF,

2. THE TAQISEACH GAVE AN OFF THE CUFF [INTERVIEW TO REPORTERS
SOON AFTER THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE END OF THE HUNGER STRIKE WAS
MADE. ACCORDING TO REPCRTS I[N TODAY’S NEWSPAPERS, DR FITZGERALD
SA|D THAT HE WAS 7?VERY PLEASED’’ THAT THE STRIKE HAD ENDED,

AND THAT HE ADMIRED THE COURAGE OF THE RELATIONS OF THE HUMNGER
STRIKERS WHO HAD HELPED BRIKG IT ABOUT. HE HOPED THAT THZ BRITISH
GOVERNMENT WCOULD [MTRODUCE CHANGES IW THE PRISON REGIME ALONG

- THE LINES RECOMMENDED BY THE IRISH COMMISSION FCR JUSTICE AND

PEACE THAT WOULD NOT GIVE AMY EXCUSE FOR A RESUNMPTION OF THE

HUNGER STRIKE: IN HIS VIEY THE VISIT TO THE MAZE PRISOM BY MR PRIOR
’?UWAS A SIGNAL OF THE INTENTIONM TO IMPLEMEMT CHANGES.?’? HE THOUGHT
THAT THE END OF THE HUNGER STRIKE WOULD LEAD TO BETTER RELATICMS
WITH BRITAIM AND ADMITTED THAT UL WAS ??UNHAPPY’?’ WITH THE
INFLEXIBILITY OF THE BRITiSH GOVERMMENT CM THE HUMGER STRIKE AS HE

TH“U HT WERE THZ [RISH PEOPLE. THE NEWS ALSO MEAMNT THAT HIS
MEETING WITH MRS THATCHER “/QULD MNQOT BE ’?0OVERSHADOWED®’?> BY THE

CONTINUING HUNGER STRIKE.

3 THE TAMAISTE, MR O’LEARY WELCOMED THE ENDIMGS OF THE HUMGER
STRIKE, BUT SAID: ’’IF THIS COULD BE ACCOMPANI|ED BY A CESSATICM OF
VICLENCE BY THE PARAMILITARY ORGAMISATIONS, A VAST STEP FORYARD
COULD BE MADE IN REACHING A GENERAL POLITICAL SETTLEMENT |N
NORTHERN [|RELAND.?’

4, THE FIANNA FAIL LEADER, MR HAUGHEY IS REPORTED AS HAVING SAID:
)THIS IS INDEED GREAT NEWS. THERE WILL BE PELIEF THRCUGHOUT THIS
ISLAND THAT THIS TRAGIC SITUATION HAS NOW COME TO AM EMD, IT IS
TRAGIC THAT SO MANY DEATHS OCCURRED BUT IT IS TO BE HOPED THAT
TODAY’S DEVELOPMENTS WILL USHER IN A MNEW ERA OF PEACE,*?

5. SEE M.1.F.T. FOR MEDIA REACTIONS.
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M.1.P.T.: END OF HUNGER STRIKE: IRISH MEDIA REACTICNS.

i THE ENDING OF THE HUNGER STRIKE IS THE MAIN ITEM OF NEYWS IN
THE REPUBLIC’S SUNDAY NEWSPAPERS, TODAY, 4 OCTOBER. THE SUNMDAY
PRESS, SUNDAY [NDEPENDENT AMD SUMNDAY TRIBUNE ALL CARRY FROMT PAGE
ARTICLES ABOUT THE REACTIONS OF POLITICIAMS AND CLERICS IN IRELAND
AND BRITAIN, THE WAY [N WHICH THE HUNGER STRIKE EMDED, AND

THE BACKGROUND TO THEZ H-BLOCK CAMPAIGN I[N GENERAL ohLyY THE
SUNDAY TRIBUNE CARRIES EDITORIAL COMMENT, HOWEVER.

2 UNDER THE HEZADING ??BRITISH MUST TAKE ACTICM,?’ THE SUNDAY
PRESS GIVES PROMINMENCE TO THE TAOISEACH’S REACTIONS TO THE

NEWS (SEE H!PT‘ THE REPCRT QUOTES CARDINAL O'FIAICH AS CALLING
FOR ”GC?EROSITY AMD COMPASSION?’? TO BE SHOWN BY THE PRISOM
AUTHORITIES, AND FOR A REBUILDING OF BROKEN BRIDGES BETWEEN D IFFERENT
SECTIONS QF THE NORTHERN COMMUNIT MR JEROME CONMNCLLY OF THE
IRISH COMMISSION FCR JUSTICE AND PEACE IS REPORTED AS WELCOMIMNG THE
NEWS AND SAYING THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR THE NIC TO ACT QUICKLY

7 IN A SPIRIT OF GENERCSITY’? TO IMPLEMENT PROMISED PRISCN REFORMS.
iIN A SEPARATE ARTICLE, MRS BERNADETTE MCALISKEY IS QUOTED AS SAYING
AFTER THE MEETING OF THE H-BLOCK COMMITTEE IN DUBLIN ON 3 OCTOBER
AT WHICH THE END OF THE HUNGER STRIKE WAS ANNOUNCED THAT NO
DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEM AS TC WHETHER AN H-BLOCK CANDIDATE WQULD
CONTEST THE CAVAN/MOMAGHAN BY-ELECTION. DAVID O’CONMELL IS QUOTED
AT THE SAME MEETING AS [INSISTING THAT PADDY AGNEW TD WOULD NOT
RESIGN HIS SEAT IN LOUTH.

Irr|1:J

3. THE SUNDAY IMDEPENDEMT DECRIBES THE TAOISEACH AS BEING AT
THE HEAD ’’0F AN INTENSE PCLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC CAMPAIGN TO
PERSUADE THE BRITISH CQVCRHMENT TO INTRODUCE IMMEDIATE REFCRMS

IN NORTHERN JAILS FCLLOWINMNG THE DRAMATIC ENDING OF THE MAZE HUNGE
STRIKE??, - A SEPARATE ARTICLE ENTITLED *’HCW IT EMDED’? CLAIMS THAT
ONE OF THE FACTORS “WHICH PERSUADED THE RELATIVES TO FAVOUR
FORCING AN END TO THE HUNGER STRIKE WAS A PROMISE FROM LCRD
GO”RIE THAT FULL 5%% REMISSION WOULD BE RESTORED, WHICH WCULD

MEAN THE IMHEDIATE RELEASE OF 157 MEN IN THE MAZE AND 24 WOMEN IN
ARJQGH PRISONS. AN ARTICLE ON PAGE 3 BY JOHN DEVIME DRAWS ATTENTION
TO THE.FACT TAT WHEREAS THE 1% HUNGER STRIKES WHOC DIED DID SO OF
THEIR CWN CHOICE ??THERE ARE THOSE NC%W DEAD WHC HAD NO WISH TO

DIE FOR CAUSE OR COUMTRY....’? OM THE SAME PAGE MRS MCAL ISKEY IS
REPORTED AS SAYING THAT TH FIGHT FOR TP- *POLITICAL PRISCNMNERS??
WOULD GO ON, AND THAT THE BRITISH GOVERKNMENT WOULD BE ??UMWISE??

81'NOT TO GRAMT THE FIVE DEMANDS,

. FRONT PAGE ARTICLES IN THE SUMDAY TRIBUNE QUCTE FR FAUL AS
SAYING THAT THE QUESTIOW OF REMISSICN “AS NOW THE MCST IMPORTANT

L S —_————



4.  FRONT PAGE ARTICLES IN THE SUNDAY TRIBUNE QUCTE FR FAUL AS
SAYING THAT THE QUESTION OF REMISSION WAS NOW THE MOST IMPORTANT
ISSUE FACING THE BRITISH GOVERMMENT, AND MR PRIOR AS INDICATING
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO DELAY [N IMPLEMENT ING PRISON REFORMS.

THE SUNDAY WCRLD CHARACTERISTICALLY RELEGATES THE NEWS OF THE
ENDING OF THE HUNGER STRIKE TO PAGE 3, AND RAISES THE POSSIBILITY
THAT THE PROVISIONAL {RA WILL NOW LAUNCH AN ALL-OUT BOMBING
CAMPAIGN TO AVENGE THE DEATHS OF THE HUMGER STRIKERS.

FCO PLEASE PASS SAVING TO WASHINGTON AND BIS NEW YORK
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"7 T0 THE FACT THAT WHEREAS THE 17 HUNGER STRIKERS WHO DIED DID SO OF
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