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PRb:Slqn' 

Tbo Prime Minister 
Secretary of St~te for Northern Ireland 
Mr. Ian Gow, N.p. 
h' • .If. O' D. B. Alexander 

.. ..... . 

'Tbe flev~rend Jail P1l.1s1e1.C 
M.P. 

Mr. P. RobJnsoD f M.P. 

~. Paislcl. said tha.t the secur1ty situatiQn in NortherD. 

Ireland. va.& OOW very serio~s. Fifty-three people ( 2 7 c1" i 11 ~n til 

-.net 24) members ot tbe securi t.y forces) h~(j bet::n murdered by the 

IRA since he bad last me t the Prime UinlsteT. The people who lived 

in the vorGt ~ f:feet~d areas were 10&1n~ confidence 1ft the will of the 

secur it.y :forces to cope with tbe situation. Followiag the ft\urde r of 

a cousin of his, Cons t a ble Kyle, ~he mu rderers, aceoraing to 

Wr. Pa i s ley, witbdrew into the village ot Carr1~re, • well-known 

uRepubliC::all ghetto tl
• The inhabit aD te had set up road blocks and the 

police ha.d been :r~ius-ed entry. the UDR \\'er-e saying thn.t CarJ"lcluDOre 

, ~a.anow ou t of bounds. Tbe UDR believed that th1a .a.s because 1 thad 

been agreed at .. meeting between t.he heads of the C.tbolic comm:un1tJ 

aQd eea1o~ police or!icers • week before the death of Bobby Bands 

tllllt the police would not enter a number of CatholJe AreaS. 

Mr~ Paisley claimed t ha t on election day in CArrickroore last 
lDOutb, five InA men armed with "rm~lltes and hand eu,ns hQd appear-ad 

at t he polling booths. They had been spotte d by t be RUe an d could 
have been shot but t he l oca l police of fice.}" ,in charge ,SuperlntGIH1e n t 

Mill. refused permissio~ Despite the fact that the Area was .~rrounded 

by Some 5-0 police , the live IRA men h a d peen a llo we d to escape . It 

"as .1de1y b elie ved tbR t one of tbe ~;. ve h{lct been 10yo1 ved 1B t he 

murder ot Cons t able Kyle. It wan e asy t o understand t h e demor a l isll tioD. 

of the P~otes tant commun i ty 1n the face or s~ch even ts. Unles s 
, 

s~thing was don e t here would 1n a ue eo ur~e be a vi clous Pr~test an t 

baekl~b which it woul d be in~oss lble to c onta in. P~ople were a lre~dy 

s~ylnS ~n Enniskillen that they mi gh t as we ll die fi gh ti ng the, IRA 

&S wait for the IRA to come Rod ge t the m. Others wet$ thi nk i n g of 

emigr-a.t in.g ~ t wo f amili e s h a d recen tly le ft for Canada , h a vin g b ad 

to be t e n to Be lfa s t un de r police guar d. 
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Ttle Prjtne lJinister llt; )a:, d \l'hat Mr. Vais1ey thought should be 

done. Hr.Pai~le'y sa.id that it should be ~d~ clear thnl the UDR 

wa.$ aut horised to o pera.te lUlj'wbere in ,Norther-n lre land. Secondly. 

it should be agreed that when arme d members of th~ IRA appe&red 

1D publie, tbe police should be ~11owed to take the~ on. The !Tl~ 

14il1 i,!,t@r s!l.id that the Army ~nd the UDR were deployo4 in suppo~t; 

of the vo1i~e. It ~a$ no~ ~or her to tell the ~ol~ee how tb~ job 

should be done. The Cover-omen t had made it possible for t.he .1 ~e 

of tbe tUJC to be increased. ~~e untierst,ood that recruiting to the 

ODlt.~ ()D. the increase. From a ll she had heard, the Ar~¥ w .... 

~arr1ing o~t its duties splendIdly. MT~~Pa\sley satd tbat he -&& 

not questioning tbe i ntegrity of tbe armed forces. ~ut he was 

questioning whetber tbe o!!tce TS we re doing tbeir job properly. 

Toe Se cretary of Stat~ said t hat it was not for hi= to tell the 

Chief Constable Or the OOC ho~ to do their jobs. Tbe Chief COn8t~ble 

deployed t he UDR as he S aw fit. There were cert&1n areas where be 

p re f el"red to use the regul a r Ar-my. T h e UDR \II'as the f 1 r~ t line 

~ese~ve in 50 per cent 01 all police districts. 10 other areas, e.g. 

West Belfast, there were understandable reasons wn~ it might 8~em 

. preferable to the Chief Constable to use the r egu}_r Army. That 

was a matter ~or his Judgemell 1. Mr. P!..islel. said he toun4 1 t 

extr40rd1nary that the UDR had been a ble to operato in C~rr1ckmare. 

in the 8hort Strand area and elsewbere ~ week before the deatb Of 

Sanda but not since . The S~cre ~a!L 01 State said th~( ~n the period 

a fte r Sand&' de~th the Ar~ bad been used more but tbe situa tion .~s 

llQ. revert ing to th a t which h a d obta ined be fore the (lell ths of the 

nUDger strik ers. 

Yr .• P a 1 s 1 e l, sa id that nl l t h 1a 'Was o f little C()~for t to tbe 

\11ct1l!sand of lit t le c omfor t to those In the UDR who \1fe re b e i llg '-

ba.o.ned f rom o peratin g in the 'bo rde r areas a nd prev8,tlte·d trom de.teH'id ifl,! 

t beil' own " homes and homesteads" . · ·· li'by shou ld they be deploya d t o 

defend Lord ~rook~borough's home r~t be r th a n the pl a ce where t her 

t hems~lvef3 live d. Wore and mOre memb e rti o f. the UDR we re ask1:ng 

why t hey we r e be i ng recruite d i f t hey ~ere no t be i ne allowed t o opera1 

i n t he areas where t hei r f amil1e $ ~ere . i t waS wI de l y ass umed tha t 

t h1s policy was t he r e s u l t of a n agreemen t bet~eeD t he " se-cur1t1 

ch1efs" a.nd the leaders 01 t h e Ca t holic Cburch t ha.t c erta in areas 

V'Ould be ' D O gO ' a reas . It. 'Wa s n o t tol e r a ble th a t tbe yiew:3 0 1 the 

Roman Catbolics shou ld be given such weigh t. It .·as no t t ol e r a b le 

-r ~ r 1 ... ·( t' ~- .. r .. · · -I r 
..... .. ................................................................. If .. .\'. ~ ... ~ .•.. A.f..l;.: ... I..t..: .. ! .. L .;. ....... It.tu~,r. ... .t.n.· . .c...1\tr.1:.i.£'.k.~~.ft .. ........... . 

© PRONI CENTlJ!10/45A _ _ _ _ . _ 



• 
· 'fl ' :~ .:. ' . 

l\,.. ;~\l j; 
- 3 

. .' 
.. ~ t '. ... 

t 
" .;t 

tbal !.n Carrickmort> trH.:olours and black r lu~~ should t;.e- f 10-w n aD d 

tb\: UDR ILD.d t.he Army shOulf,l. bt:l un_bIe \.0 ~n te r. Wt\f~ n t he police 

~at la, as tbey had w1Lb him on a recent occa~ion. tbey ca~ out 

aaata ia a hurry. 

The Pr.1ate 1f1nlster anq tbe Se cretary ot ,Sta te both repeated 

t~.t it. WAS no~ tor them to g ive i ns tructions to tbe GOC or the Chief 

~8table. The Government fully recogn1~ed the i mpOr tance ot e e eur1tJ 

and pl"Ovl c.\ed t he means to ensure it.. But the ortiC$~ 1n ch f.rce on 

the sPQ\ ha6 to dec1de how ' thos e mean s should be deploy e d. Th$ 

Prige K1u~ste r e~nted that ~bey might well have eoDa i dered th~t 

more ~rB of the UDR wou~d be killed 1f deploymenta of t.he klad 

.dvoe.ted by Ur. Paisley had been made. Wr. Pai!l&l ~etottad th~t 

this .ould be no comtnrt to Mrs. Kyle .. 

Responding to a. commt;nt by tbe Prime lHuister th. t line Qluch 

appree1at8d the role Of the
d UDR. lIr. RQbfnson c~llt.d tha.t members 

'flt tbe .UDR ..ere unaware of this. He trondered .. he t her 1, t would be 

pO$Sible to confer the Roy a l title on the VDR , wh ich would be .a 

great boost tor their ~rale_ Tbe Prime ~in ister g a ve no undertAk~n. 

b~t t banked Mr. Bob1nson ror raising the 1ssue. 

Kr, Pals 1ex said that he was c oncerned about th$ pre~suro. being 

brougbt to bear by the Catholic Cburcb on the Government In tAvour 

of a compromise with hunge r strike rs. Ue f ound it surpris i ng that 

et&t~ntQ'6ucb a s that made by the C~tholic B1shope recen tlJ did not 

appear to be reao in their entirety. Vhatev~_ they ~gh t say .bout 

violellce. tbey alway~ ended up ¥i t t h tbe n.)u tine cha r ges ~b9ut the 

i!ljustlc e $ .in.f l icted on the C atholic co~ull ity. It woU~d be. tragedy 

it t he hunger stl'ike.s were brougb t t o ~n en d by concess ions on, allY 

o f t btt ~ive deman ds . Tbe Governmen t 8~oul d not be dece1 ved by 

Cardillli l 0 F i aicb : he spoke with a double tongue . 'rite P.rllT~ -1niste r 

said that she thought the Bisbops had bee n courageous and that their 

statement vas a. welcome one . ~r . Paisley s a id that a.ny coneeas lone 

to t he bunge~ st~1kers would produce a terrible backl~h 1n tb6 

Protestant co~unity. The rri~ ~1nlste r €xpressed h~r gratitude 

fo r t he f a c t t hat s o far the Protes t ant cowmun i t y hAd po t reacted. 

r. Pa.isley &aid. that the Protes t an t commun i ty b ad TEaete4 in the .&y 

t bat tbe.ir leaders had told them to do . He himself bad p l ayed b is pa.r 

-
r"' • . ! ; ,.. . ..... . . .... ' i f'f; • . 

~©'l3'RONreE'N'T'ft10i.r5A " ii ' ,;;hl J' i i I n Ii.:; its' h i awl U~I i:' i.~ .. Ii i" II i..J i ii i fi . 1 I I i if: , ihi 2 • 'Litit in. (i. , ali" it t f [:fit liliZh . LiLt"'" in tit" i eli ann,,; -0 



..... "" . .. -.. 
l ~ t ~ • • • . v!~ "tj. 

1 .. ... .. ~.' 

.. 4 -

The ~r1!! Minister s a id that ~he ~ecOgn1~~d this. She t huugh t that 

the meJQOrial service be h a d organ i sed to cO 1 lit: i de with t he BObby S anda 

1 Wleral b a d pla.yed IUl i mportan t p a rt in en ~ u ri n g thll t mc-d j.a t'epor ting 

at tbe t 1me v as re ~sonAhlY balance d. She thou~ht tb. t ~edia coverage 

1D receot weeks of e ve n ts in No r thern I r el an d had i mp rove d. 

Hr . Palatel ag~eod. ~r. Robinson said t ha t t he prop~g~nda b.ttle w~s 

a t!ll be i n& los t in t h e Un i ted States. Mr. Paj61~ cOmr.K·o t ed tha t 

be kept in close t ouch with Scnator Strom Thurmond, • personal f riend 

01 h1e. 

Mr. Pais l e y said tb~ t t h e Prime Min i s t e r shoUld t~ke • close 

look a t what W&B be i n g s~id b y d.e l egat e $ from the Bepublic o f I r e la.nd 

to t he European P a rliament. They t ook t he l1 ne t ha t t h e h unger 

~tr1JUitr8 " 'jll the If.s.ze we re dyin g .simply because a t t ho ~nh!1ffla..n. 

treatiDeot tbey J"ecei ve~. Mr. Paisley s a 1d be ha d b~Jl tt ftaue ec.t.e dn 

by Mr. Haughey's cralm in the r eeen t ele ction c~a1,n t ha t Hortberc 

Ire l and was a "non- via ble enti t y" An d t ha t lillG had a d;m.t tted this. 

Tb~ Anglo-lris h studies ware angering people in Northern I r~land 

increa.s l Dgly. T hey were eausin£ a n upsurge of bost!l! ty t ow.t.r4a 

UMG . The only man 1n Northe rn I re l an d who suppor ted the t alks, 

John U\.lIDe , had r ece ive d on ly 17 per een t ot the vote ' ill t. h e :rec~n t 

election. Mr. Haughey a sserte d t ha t t h e Briti s h GoveTn~n t·. 

participa tion in the t alks amou n t e d to a t ~cit ~dmi&. 1on of the latla 

0 1 Horthero I re l an d. The t a l ks wer e pro t i t inB neithe r 

Hort herD I re l and nor HMG . It WliS be ing said that the Sec ret a.ry 0 1 

Sta te woul d soon be seek~ng t o tA l k t o the p ar tie s i~ Northern I reland 

~bout a new i nitiat i ve . So l on g as HMG were t a lklng to publ 1n . the ~ 

Dl"JP would n ot talk to .ii}!.....G . The Prime Mil) ister sa i d th ll t sbe hoped 

Wr. Pa 1s ley would'~econsjde r h1s position. ~r . Paisley said he 

QuId not. It was tor the Prime Ministe r to r CCOn81der her pOl icy 

wbicb a s doing t:1a.m~e both t o hersal t an.d Northern lre l M d . The 

present Parli amen t a.ry .6i tua tion 1n DublI n gave her the oppOrtunity t o 

cha~ c.ourse . 

The Pr1me Mi n i ste r s a id that she r ema i ned very iUlxipl.ts to rind 
, . ...... --

a llUl.,. to secure pea.~.e in Northern l X'e l and . )f r o ,Pais ley Sf).1d the onl y 

way as to adhere to tbe bttll.o t bOX , wh atever r esults 'i t: produce d . 

/ The Pri me Mi ni s te r 
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Tbe meeting ended at 1740. 

26 June 1 981 _ t 
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