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NORTHERM IRELAND ASSEMBLY (DAY OF ELECTION) CORDER 198
- DRAFT SPEECH FOR -BOUSE OF COMMONS

I beg to move that the draft Morthern ireland Asseambly (Day of
Election) Order 1982, which was 1laid before this Bous: an 14

July, be approved. )

The draft Order appoints Wednesday, 20 October as the date on which
the electian of members to a pew Bortherm Ireland Assembly will
take piacs. The Assembly was dissolved with effect from 28 March
1975 under Section (1) of the Northern Ireland Act 1574, and the
Ordex, Af approved, will be made under Section 27(7) of the Northerm

Ireland Constitution Act 1973.

After many hours of searching debste, the Northern Iireland Act

1982 is now on the statut.e book. I firmly believe, as I have said
before 1& this House, that the opportunity which the provisions of
this Act offer for the people of Forthern Ireland, throuéh their
elected repre#ent.atives, to work out among themselves at their

owﬁ pace arrangewments for an acceptable form of devolved governxent,
must be grasped. But the Act does nore than thaty it also provides
the opportunity for the Assembly im;ediat.elr to become more closely
involved ip scrutinising the day to day government of the Province.
And with the urgent problems that face Mortherm Ireland, it is
right that the wvoices of | Rarthern Ireland‘'s elected
representatives should be heard as scon as @sible} responsibly and

constructively debating the main issues of the moment.

Despite the doubts of some who have spoken in thie Bouse, I am

convinced that there is a growing expectation d’md a desire for'
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progress in the Province. There has been much speculation about
bhow the Act will work out in practice. But we should now put such
speculation behind us and turm ou.r minds to putting the provisions
of the Act into effect at the earliest reascnable opportunity. That
is why the Government has decided that the elections to the Assembly
should be held in the autumn. The choice of 20 October is desigred to

Btﬁeanace betveen'allawing suff;lcie.ng time for the_(:hief Electoral
Officer and his staff to prepare for the election and the Morthern

' an the one hand,

Ireland parties to campaign effectively after the holiday seasan /
and avoiding the approach of the winter period with its limited
hours of daylight, the risk of bad weather and associated security

problems , an the other.

We have decided that the elections shouid take place on a Wednesday

- like local elections in Northerrn Ireland - so that the counting

of votes {which will be a.lengthy process in the larger comstituencies)
can be completed before the weekend. '

A= hon Members know the elections will take place on the basis of
the present 12 parliamentary comstituencies and will return an
Assembly of 78 members. The Order setting out the election time-
table and the rules for the conduct of the election will be made
shortly ' thus _providiné sufficient time for
preparation by the electaral staff and by the parties.

I commend the draft Order to the House.
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