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NOTE OF A io1El:.'TING BeTWEEN THE SECRETARY OF S'l'l~Tl-: AND MR PET£R BARRY 

IN hl0 LONDON ON 27 JULY 1983 

The Secreta.ry of State met Mr Peter s.arry, t! l~ Xl. i ~h Ml.n ister 

far F'oreign Affa~r51 in London On 27 July. ·f hose present were; 

'l'ne 5ecret.ary of' State 

Mr ' Brennan 

Mr ~rifi.ald 

l'tr Lyon 

Mr Bar t ·y 

Or K~nnedy 

Mr Lil11s 

The- $ecretary of St~t(~ a:1d Mr. Barry agreed t.he ter!l".s of d press 

st~t~r'~nt ~bout. Hr BarI:Y~S visit.;, illcluding hi.s ~arlle'r -neeting wl..t.h 

t .tlC S~~l:et:.ari of St",~e for F\.~re.i9n and COln.1'ft.') :;"lwealth Affair5~ 

It Wd.!. · agreed tha t ' tte' s ta tEi...men t s}lould be in th::: b ro~de st . te n ... s I 

. ~H'd ~hould refer t.o t.he Secretary ef SU:lte .and th~ ~Hlist.er 

eiscuss'ing ~.:i't:t~r:~ ot i:,\lt1.}~l li\t:c'l'PSt: in the ~,;ol i. t:.).cal. sec'...lr1::y 

~nd ,-<~'on0IiUC f ~el cs _ The Min~~t:(: t s .:=lso 6grel~ c t.he .terns of 

i! st~'! t.eL~en t. :abou. t. t.he € s tabl ish~~n t. of t..he 'Encoun t.~ C Oig ar.l. sa t i.on . 

'l't;e ' S ~~ cretary of St.ate aq:-eed 'Wit.h Hr Bar.~y · ~. :l.lt Sir Daviq· '~ [T 

iind Hr Whj tak.e r shot.:ld be- de scrilred as' joint c.:h~il·n~r. ana noe 

Ch.1l .r.nt.~n rt?prest:ot.i.ng tb~i ·r · Z:ESt=' :::L~ L.i\:1? cauntril',;~ . . . ' 

~r , earry bald t.hdt. he we-lco:\:~ d thE: o?pc.rt.unit.y fe, · a fl!rthe!' 

J:;\e.-::ting w'ith the Secr·f=ca.ry ·of State .. Ee: h~d ,:,! nl~ r. j.)f:t of det.:s llcd 

poir.t~ which ~e ~ lsh~d to r6ise. · 

The $(:-cre-::ary of S-r.at~ $oid th.)t he dnd the rLre-lt;n ~~e-cr€ta ry 

~ ~2t.d jJ."~je . every <:'ffot:'t to follow u? Hr Barry' ~ :::;~gg (·s t: ion t .hat 

U'!e Gl11espie S.l$t~rs-. :nigr-.t. be rt?:lea.sed a fr.·'w d ill' S early. 3~t t~lis 

' .' ~xt::rc ~ £e of the Rcya 1 Prer09a tlVt.:- ~ t...hich 'rlOUl::i n(.lt have bee n 

{1pprc:priate and ml.sht any",'3.Y :ll1 Ve a·t.tract~d p0.blic:ity~ . Thc:::r~ \ofo.s 

i: p-:>s:.~1t.ility, how-eve z.- .. · t.hat .t.he sisters n:<1.gh7. anY ·.,Ji!-.Y not wish t.o 

~~'()rn2 re-invol\l~ \tJit~ the ir t(}r :"J\, ~r 3ssoci.1.t e:' sl I.!n d might go 

I .. . .. ........................... ............... ... ... ......... .. . C. n .1\ L:::.f .D .C .. t\.l ~(.t.l\ . l ............ .. ..... ... .... ........ .......... .. .. ......... .. ............ ... ........... . , 
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to stay with their brother in Lngl~nd. 

M.r B4rry said that: he nccepted that nothing morn could be done. He 

w.as gr~t.t}ful to·the Secretary of St-ate .an.d to , the FOl:-eign 

Sec1."et:ary for t.beir efforts'. 

PREVF~TI0N OF TE~RORlSM ACT 

1\.:: Barry said that each of the Ir!s.h gr(;ups h,e had met ~n 

England in the past f~.., days ha.d ra.i~ed with hllU t.h~ir fea.r:. of 

pol ice h':'cossI".l.ent un ~er the Preven tion of l.'error, i.sm ;\ct.. As 

a result, respOnsible , ~,nd ' decer:t IriSh people ..... o~.dd not attend 
, . ' 

tn€eting£ arI:anged. by Irish groups tor fear of ce.l,ng ident'.l.fied and 
, ' 

followed 2'uP by the pol.1.cE-., , f'igures ' t.hey had he l.=! n given showi!d 
, , 

that C?f 5.000 It' ish people ,tske.n in for q'-le,stioni})g ul!~er tbe 
, , , 

Act, ' no , £JtOre t.han fj 0 w~ ce ' charg ad. , He ' asked '-'ha t chanc;es to 

proc~dul' e were like,ly 'to ' be rn..2ide iTI . th~ ' Act; following the J '~11.Lcoe 

R!:;-p::>rt a!'::,d whetl-:er an extension of ' the ' legislat : ,on to ot.ht:r 

tt-'rrorist groups. :Ja9h~ reduce the feeling the 1 !~'i 5h n~Q that they 

were being singled' 'out for special tre,ar:ment. 

'rhe Se:cu·:t.a1.'Y cif St~te ' said 't.hat officl.als \oK)uld p!..lt t.h.es€ P9l.Ht:S 

to 'the HOlCe ' Of f ic~ 3nd .... ou 1 diet t"tH! 1 r ish. havt:' a r~ spcnse i!) 
. . .. 

dLle courst:! . . It ~s undl.::sir.1lble for ' responsl.bl€ Irish pe-o!=,le '.:.0 

feel hir&ssed; but it ~as also necessary for th~ police ' to keep a 

careful ~atch in areas , whe~e terr'or15 5 might infilt~ate. 

~~ Barry said th~t he had found in his meetings. \lilth Iri.sh g'Coups 

t.h.dt thc:y were I~':)!'e crjtic.:!l of hls goverrur~nt t ,h aB of the OK 

c~n~res .. They clearly . 'anted d b(!tter c.hannel CIf C O :lll.lUnl.Catlon 

a nd CO~F ,l.~int ' to lh~ lz: ish Govcrn.~en r:. t~c.n th.ey hud tit present '. 

They felt: neglected ~ 

!'iI ~rry said that he f :oped ' the les i slc.llive p.ro\.'isions to extend 

the Irish franctllSe to UK ' citi~ens in t.he Republic .".~u.td ~Oji).i: 

:aw ~y Chr.lstro3S . 

.... . ..... . ........ . , •. : .. ............ ..... - I .. ... . . ............. ...... . ...... . ... ... ............ .. " . ...... . .... ... .. , ... , •• • I .. . ......... ............. . . .. ..... f .... . ............. , .. ... " " ••• 
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court ni.ght rule that ·t:he legi$lation WaS contl~<lry LO the const:itution. 

' In that event. the constitut~on would be chanced~ but this would take 

a further year. 

M.OV~.N'r OF PRlSCN.£RS IN ENGLAND 

2-'.r ~.r-.I,Y SAid· tha t s-olt~ of the !!..'Oz·e radical 9rouP.!!;;- he had JDet I 

including IrilSh soci.al workers~ co:nplained t.hat Irish prisoners 
. . 

'Wel:e m.n\l'e~ bet~e~n £rk91 ish pr lsons lrtOre frequ~-r,Lly a.nd 'Wi'th l.e,ss 

· re.a~tm . t.heu& ot.her. prisoners. A rece.nt Guardia.n art . .i.cle supported 

tt'...is vie.w. lie dicl not question the rig!\t.· to Thove pr~~oners# but 

· it. cont"ribut~ .. to the Sie.9~ l[\e~talit.y of the lrish community, 

· part.icularly uhen relatives ' 'Were not infot"'iried sufficiently early 

l.'he· S-ecret..ary af State sai.d there w~ re occasions ",hen ,it. \!Jas 
. . 

1l;~.c.essary to t:lOVe. pl-isoners wi ,thout. not:.i.c-e; and s <.mit:! Irish prisoners. 

'Wer:e.· p~r:ticularly difricult. put. che 

· point t .o t.he H~ Off1.ce. 

hCI4/ER C~~()SS !NGS ' 

~r ' Sar.ry. said that. he hope<i it be pos.sit.l e la . .. 
of t..~e. border cl:ossings. H.e \rIas parti_cu.l . :''1 c:once..rn~d a.bout the 

bvrdet' roads b.;.tw~~n l'iltyclogher in CO'J..nty L.e.lt.rim .1..n d 'Enniskill€n 

Courn:..y Fcrm.a.na·gh. 

on a LO-mile d e: t.our. 

The Secretary of State sa id thi!t tr.ere we re good. ! ·c.ctso-ns fot · 

con tinu.Lng to block bord.er ::oadz, b ut offl..cial ~ vDuld look ..lntc 

lhJint. which Hr Ba ~ry had raL~~~. .. 

9arrdcks. He11cop~er l a ndinss had also disrupted m~tches . . 

thi$' could. be prcv~nt:ed • . p-ossibly by bUilding.;: ne'w' ~CCe.ss 

barr~ck$ . 

t .o t.he 

© PRONI CENTl1I1116 . 
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CO[~F}Dtr~TfAL 

'the St:-cretaI:Y of St~te sl1id offic~als 'WOuld l{"JO}~ into this; 

PLAST1C BATON RO~DS 

Mr 8 il+."ry. said'that there ;.Ja!S contlnU.l.ng concel.n .:s.Dout plcstic 

baton rounds. 'their f iqure5 sugge~ ted they were }\rore. lethal 

·t:hem rubber rounds since between 1970 and 1975, 55,000 rubber 

bullet.s had" bI:-~n fir:ed with thl.-ee fataliti .es, and since then 

25.000 plastic rounds ~~ad been fired with el.even fatalit.ies. 

. Th~r:e · wer~ suggest.ions 31so .that their 'use "as not i.n accord4nce 

W"i th t.he dircct,.io.ns qi ven to the security ·forces. 

The Secretary of St~~·e said thclt lH! did 'not: accept that plastl..c 

t'ound~ were m.ore dangerous than l'uboor ones. He xecognis~d the 

s ena.it..lvic..ies t but. there were t:Lme.s \.ihen LtteiL u.se wa!> ~$scnti.al. 

Tile rlll~5 Md .. hc\wever;-, be-en ~'onsidcrably t~.gh· e ned : up, and . tak~n 

with 4 general decl.lne in riot.ing, -the nu~.bet · u~·e:d · had. · fall~n ve.ry ','. " 

· .markedly sii)ce 1981. He 'received a report: whenever. bat.on rounds 

had t6 be usec . They were .::11 so I t.:·0K i!"~g caref ullj. for a1 t.erna t.i V€s. 

At pI'U$ent they . ...... ..:re assessin:J a German-type v:at..e r cannon , ' DU~_ it 

..:as not yet clear . that i.t was .:iny l~s's dangerous and the situa:tions 

in w-h.ich it cO-uld be ·us·ea . ";ere limited. 

' SECURITY SITUi\'I' lON 

'!'he S~c~'et~ry of State said that ·t.e was concerned -'l.b~l-Ut tht: 

l ;~vl? l (,f rlot:.s in Londonderry in -r..he last fe~ :none-.hs . He doubted 
. . 

if ti'!:ey ~~re assQciatt:--ci ~ith ~tr H ' :~\els sucCt:ss i n t .he . GeneI:dl 

E.lect.i.;.n an.d Sir~) Fei.h' s relatl.v~l.Y' poor: s.hOv.i. rlg in · 't..~3t 

-constituency. But f'h' BD.ma t.dd told him thzat M~ Cl}rl.'·i~ and · 6t.~ (:: r 

SOL£> 1t,(:tfil.ber:s had ·suffe:.i'etd fror~ PIP..A .at·tack.s si~ce t.he 

electir.:.>n.. The spate of lr\ '.lrders in LyMQn.derxy lo~t. ye~r had 

~topped, prohilbly bec~u.:Se of RUC Sllccesses in arre-~t: ing terr~rists, 

.cnd the e v i.dence of Su.per-q r~sses.. The shoQtir. g of t.he \!life of a 

soldier visiting relatives in Lonconde.rry had daIT.d.]ed the ~R.\, 

although the soldIer should not have been there hdv!ng received 

st:r l ct: O.td~I· S not tu stay in his n:1Qti\<'e's house. It: vas perhaps 

pre!er~.ble tha.t riots h.ctd di$plac~d murd.ers in 1:"ecent months in 

Londond.i::::r.y, and al~lSo$ t all Wf:re dt:;.'alt ~ith b J t.r i ~ RUC without 

ifll.:;o.y i rlt~x'l;ention. It W-i\S not clear .... het:{e r t..Le :cio t:s .... -cre tcrr:o!:ist 
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inspiIed or ~pont"neOU:i. 

EX~RA.DlfION 

' l(r Ba.rry sa.1d t.hat the Irish Magistrc.tes Court had granted 
the RUC'~ appl.l.~.ati.on for the extradit.ion of JalTo'f:S Shannon 
for the ' muzder: of Sit' · NOl:'h\C1l1 :5t.ronge and his son. The oecision 
would go ' ~o 'appeal but h~ ~~s hOpeful L~a~ it would ~~ upheld. 
It· £~.rtl'u'u.- ~)(tt ditions w(tre. to follow, howev~r, it: W<.\~ 
essential , t.h.;;.'t,. the RUC' shoul d not seek t:o .int~rrosate ' Shannon , . 

, 

on .hi.s ',return, to Northel:n ·Ireland. This was contrary , to the 
rion~,l extr.adl tion ' proced~t:e wi th those cOW1tr ies w.i tn. whom t:,e 
Irish had ~iqned ' extrad ,ition ·t~"e:at: ies. 

proved 'l.ln?.)s.o.ibl~ : t.o ext.rac.i te Shann,?n. 
in tbe, Rei>Uhlic ' Under' " ~'xt"r:~-~~;ritorial 

If in the event it 
then he ' ~ould b~ Ch~rQed 

" , 

leg l.s1a tion. 

The Secr,et.'lry of State ,said t!~at. .r~e , .... as glad t.o hear of the 
M.;\gistr~t.~::; court deGisi'o.n .. ,There ",as strong ieelltlg l.n. Northern 
Ir~l3.n.d a~'\)t the ~urder of . th'e Stronge I s ~nd , it ¥..'as i~lportnnt '1 th.at Shanrron should be e.xtr()cit.~d, . :. H-l'~ ","'as ' grateful . f.or t.he 
progre.ss. w!:ich ' ha.d beeH ' TI-'..:.1de . It I.. .. ~s ·not clear 1,.{~J {'::! t.~IC:!.r S~~annon 
W.!lS li~bre, to fL!!.·th~.r. que s tioning. in , !~ort ... h,C:: l:n Irel3.nd, b!-lt , , .. 
he \Jould cij(~ck on the po5i tion crr.:J ensure that the RX woe-re aft'c!:'e 
of P...r. Larry' s viel,ol;s. 

CO-()PE$.ATI0N NORTH, 

Hr B-arry sai.d that he was (t ' Ilttll! con~ern~d a Lout. t.r~e ci~pority 
of trea~nt -of. Co --opera.tion No~·th hct'We-.;::-n thE: t¥fO Ccv"?rnrrten.~s , . ' 
They ht)c. ill~der.t.a~~erl to g~ve Co-operation Nor.t.h lR£50 tOt-lO rOl:: the 
follo\{ing year., but [lad given no longe 't' term undert..akir.gs. This 
'Was to enc Qur.:.ge Co.- o,?erotion North to l-:.ee y on its toe~. He 
und~.r;;.~ood, however, tha.t t.h~ U~ G,::;.'v'e rnment hd.d p :-uIUJ . .".,(;! d Co-­
csperation 'N""}rt.h a s,mal ler SLHn H,2:',OOO} but for ' eac:h of the 
next five y~a~s. 

The . ~~creta ry of S t.:.: te 5~.i d th (3 r 1.e h .a d r.J.f:! t r:ep!.'e ~(; 11 le. ti v e s of 
Co-opcrat.iO:l Nort...~~ The GDve~nm'ent h c::.\ t.hcught it l:'l.-jht: to 

.. ... . ............ P , . . ...... . .. . . . . .. . . ..... .. .. .............. . .. . ..... " • • • ",.. .. ~ ......... . ... . ... ..... \. .... ........ . ... ' •• I ........ . .......... ... ..... . .. . . . .... . . . . .. .. . . . A .... . ...... .... . . . . , • ••. , ..• • . . .• 
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redu-='~ tht! level Qf 1.t.S f lnan.cial com.-n.i troent, but had accepted 

the organisat.ion« $ 31g\.lr:tent.~ for greater secur 5. t)' by promi5 iog 

,tl'lem ..:s.s~istance ove.r a per.iod of years. 

,.KINSALE CAS 

The Sec-.tetary of Stat.e said that; h~ w~s gr~tefu.l for the 

considerable effoI. t'. ~ wh~ch Mr B.r\Jt:Dn had madt.1 in his di scus s ion 5 

with Mr Butler l;C $ecur~ ~cceptabl~ arra:ng~'~ts for t.he 

Kinsclle:e Gas Project',. He accElpt.ed that there was now litt.le. rOOlU 

' fot' further r.l~nOe\lVrl, n~ on t.he price.. but on st.rict economic 

.;rounds the ?l:'o?<,sal ~ilS not at t .::~ct i ve. ATry ~.l..9;4if J.c~nt ~-~ te 

01 r'i:tur-n. 'Would not come until aft,cl: the cont: t-a~t ?erio~ had 

,t:.xpfred. ' He recognised that' thf:!re ~ere .a1::;0 inta11gible benefits 

t.o tl~ 1': Nar:th(!r~ Ire 1 and eCOJ10!'J}' ... ~l1_ ch WO~ ld t'lC,t:'d to be taxt!:n 

into" '.;,.ccount'.. He would n~ed to a~sess also th~ political 

is~ue5. 

, 

Mr- Bal';-ry .sa. id tn.:;t t je" understood t ~)(~ propos-d 1, ~!2..s r .. ot pa r ticu 1 ~I' ly 

advan~a9-=ous to his CO\lel:'moent ei t.ber. He 'WOul.d nevertheless 

~sk .!If!'" Sruton to re':"'ex.x11:une the of fer to see \.t'J.1f."t':le r it: eou ld 

bc r.\~de: trtOre helptul to U1e UK. He Se-L <;3l:'eat. p01itical 

:store Cl' ~~CUTl.ng agreerr..e nt. G~s , consumers in. l~('>cthe-rri l:rC'land 

w2ie :r • .an~ 1 ng on in the hr..>?e th(i t , t.'rle deal wou } d b~; conclude1i, , 

~Hdi.t, \It'(}uld b!" dalN2ging if they W€re dis~ppc' i nt~-'-d. ~ore ~J:lpor 'tar.t1.y,. 

''''hl.l~ he die. not. !..hini: fo.i ,l~re t,o ~~ree. woulc. :;..'.;b~tan t.l.3..11y darr.a.g~ 

:'t."1.3.t-, i,orl 8ni.ps ~tw-:-,en the t'""'O G<.;1;ern..ments, Ot ,": ,.? ~' s 'wIoulc repre~ ent 

it:. a~ 3. tangible fa.~lure by the- tw-o Goverruoer-,-;..s , LO develop 

a ne,.,- relal.'iOJ1ship in t. .. he v'~ry c. r-e a, .. 'here cO-Up:2:r a tion se€~ed 

:t.O!>t:. n~t.ur(!l . 'I'h .ts i,.fo"dd be od set back. 1'hert:: ' ",,<:::re certainly 

thuse in t.he R~pl1blic \>"ho \.¥',)u.ld c!:".l..ticise the !risr: Go\'errut.ent 

.for V~ kir.g an unt ",vour abl e deal. D\.l t they were px:epar ed ' to 

" <"huu~- j ('r the political. risks ' and t.o m~ke t.he t:"~'0~;Crml , C s.lcriiice. 

, He h~)f;~d t..!;.e UK GovCrr!hie nt ;..IodIc ~8 ·prep.dred LC' ,)t) t.he saloe-. Certai:1~ ~ r: 

no unt :i\."O~:-a.ble dccislon sL~'..!ld b:: hladl.£ u.'n t.i~ d.ftCr- 'tbe Prime !'-~inistE'(l ~ 

~ ill~,li t . 

T :~r~ S~~--:-ct .. ;H,-Y uf State 5.~i.j that he \.i,'{.)\.!ld ne0l~ to ~·t.H1 sI.l1t h.ls 

C..d.bit;, ~ r-. Collea9'u~ s (>tl tr.e ofi e.l'. It, wo uld be ..iif.ficult to secure 
- - ... . - . -- - - --... - .. 
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agreement. to 90 ahead gi.ven the econotn.ic considerat.ions. Nor 

~re ~e polit1~al at'gu~, ts all one "'ay. 'l'ben~ "'~ce -:O~e 

~n Ncrthern Ireland who were opposed to the deal and wo~ld 

be \'t!L""Y critical if they could show that it: ",1.?;lS roade on 

cnf4\1oux:~ble economic terms for ·other reasons. H(~ 'Woul.d take 

caxeful accoun.t:.. ho'W'ever, of the argt.anents wiij.ch ~1r. B·:-.rry had 

out.. If, in t.he ev-en.t; ~ it ,",'as c€c.ided t.h3t: thu deal could not 
' . 

qv ah(;acl~ ~t . would be iru.portant t .o etnphasise the econo.mlc argu.men'ts · 

and ' t:o avoid :recrirnr..at.ior..s and damaging t:he r€:lationship betweGl') 

the t\dO GQvernJ'Oi.',n tS . 

CROSS-BORDER SECURlTY 

'l'he Socretary et: · 5t.at.e said th3t: h€ had . unciel.-tfi i<:en in ' response 
. . 

to a ,:;,u1i::::s.tiotl tr,orn l'J.:r FAr!." l.n t'he ri,ouse of ComlU!:;,mp. to pas~ ' on 

' ~r· ' Fal~r'~ concttrn t..h,.).t, an~s n-,ight bi! beln·q · · sn-: ·l~g ·i ... ~d ~~~o~s t .ne 

hordef'. -::.He ~a:1 no evidence, however, that this _,~!i ' a .par.t.Lcul<1c 

l.J. I"obl ~d'ii . 

!-iI Ba.t r 'Y saia that he a tt-ached co~s iderab'le i . r.lpor· t.ti.nc(~ to co­

op~rat j.::)n on security is s ues ·.:"1nc '~~l11~ bto v~r}' conc~.rned i: 

i.here :..l.:i.$ any ev.i.ae:"lc~ t~')o.t dl."t'.l$ 'W~ re being S>i'":', t,!.4g 1e.<i across 

L~e ~rdC!r. Like . t.h.~ St..--cret..:..r.y of 5tatt::., .. · he ," ~ .:lS ~~0t .-:.: .... 'are 0: 
~ny l~ck of co - operat10n on thjs bet~een the ~~cllrity forc ~ 5 

of the t\,,~o C'Oun t!· ies .. 

C '-)!·te 1 ,,1,1 i ;\-3 the {t;{-.e t inq t the Se c r.e L 2I ry of S t .a t' t £ ct .1 d tl1 a t. hf:;: .... ou ld 

t.. ;;; k~ ~:..s.r€tul nott;: of t;. ;t1~ p~.r.ticul ri r. poi nt.s .... hlCh fsl::- barry had 

He ~,outd . a s ~ his Offic~~ls to look i.n:.o thern dnd ,",o :.lld 

J M LYON 

~ riv~t~ Secretory 

~ 7 f t Julr _Vi 63 
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