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NOTE OF A MEETING BCTWEEN TRE SECRETARY OF STATE AND MR PETER BARRY
IN K10 LONDON ON 27 JULY 1983

The Secretary of State met Mr Peter Barry, the ILrish Minister
faor Foreign_affélrs, in london on 27 July. Those present were:

! The Secrecary of State Mr Barry
Mg Brennan Dr Kennedy
mr Meritield mr Lillls

. Mr Lyon

The Secretary of State and Mr Barry agreed the verms of a press
statenent about Mr Barry's visit, including his earlier neeting with
il the Secretary of State for Foreign and Comm>awealth Affairs.

¢! ‘ 1t was agreed that tﬁe statement should be in ths broadest terms,
and should refer to the Secretary of State a&nd the Minister
discussing magtiers of muéual interest in the wolitical, security

and economic fields. The Ministers also agreéd thie terns of

2 statement about the establishment of the Enfounter Organisation.
The Secretary of State agreed with Mr Barry that Sir David Orr ] o
and Mr Whitaker should be described as joint chairmen and noc

chairmen representing thelxr respootive countries.

Xr Barry said that he welcomed the opportunity for a further
meating with tne Secretary of State, Ke hed o nusber of detsiied

points which he wished to raise.

GILLESPIE SISTERS
| The Secretary of State said that he and the Foreign Secretary
i :ad mede every effort to follow up Mr Barry's seggestion that
the Gillespie s1sters might be released a few days early. But this
had not proved possible. It would have been necessary te seek the
eXercise of the Royal Preragative, which woulld not have been

approgriate and might anyway have attracted poblicity. There was

a2esibility, however, that the sisters mighi anyway not wish co
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f becom2 re-involved with their former associates, and might go
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to stay with their brother in Tngland.

Mr Barry said that he accepted that nothing more could be done. He
was grateful to'the Secretary of State and to the Foreign

Secretary for the;r efforts.

PREVENTION OF TERRORISM ACT

Mz Barry said that each of the Irish groups he had met in

England in the past few days had raised with him their fearx of
pclicve harassment under the Prevention of Terrorism Act. AS

a result, responsible and decent Irfisn people would not attend
meetings arranged by Irish groups for fear of deinu identified and
fpllowéﬂ;up by the police. Figures they had bean yiven showed
that df 5,000 Irish people taken in for questioning uncer the
ﬁct, no more'tnan B0 were charged.  He asked what changes to
procedure were likely to be made in. the Act following the Jellicoe
Renort and whether an sxtension of the legislation to other |
terraorist groups mlght'reduCe the feeling the Irisnh nad that they
were being singled out for spedial treatment.

The Secretary of State said that officials would put these points
to the BHome Office and would let the Irish have a response in

due course. It was undesirable for responsible Irish people to
feel hirassed; but it was also necessary for the police te keep a
haleful watch in areas where terrcrists miBut lntiltrate.

EX-PATRIOTS

Mr Barry said that he had found in his meetings with irish groups
that they were more critical of his government than of the UK
Coverament. They objected to the increased price wf air fares,
Irish passports, and lack of Irish Covernment suppory for Irish
centres, They clearly wanted a better channel uf communication
and co mp aint to the Irish Government than they had At present.

They felx neglecred.

Ar sarxy said that he hoped the legislative provisions to extend
the Irish franchise to UK ¢itizens in the Republic would bacore

iaw by Christmas. It was possible, however, that the suprere
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court might rule that the legislation was contrary to the constitution,
‘In that event, the constitution would be changed, but this would take

a further year.

MOVEXKEHT OF PRISCNERS IN ENGLAND

Mr Barry said that some of the more radical groups he had wet,
including Irish social workers, complained thay Irish prisoners
were moved between English prisons wmore frequently and with less

‘reason than other prisoners. A recent Guardian article supported

this view, He did not question the right to muve prisoners, but
it contributed to the siege wentality of the lrish cOmmuUNity,

‘particularly when relatives were not informed sufficiently early

for them to avoid an expensaive and abortive vieit.

The Secretary of State said there were occasions when it was
necessary to move prisoners without notice; and some Irish prisoners
weére particularly difficult, Qf¢ficials would, however, put che

point to the Home Office.

BORDER CHOSSINGS

Mr' Barry said that he haped it would be possibic (o re-cpen sbme_
of the border crossings. He was particul. ly concerned about the
border roads between Kiltyclogher in County Leitrim and Enniskillen

in County Fermanagh. People wishing to nmake the crossing had to

'go on a z0-mile detour.

The Secretary of State said that there were good reascvas for
continuing to block border zroads, hut officialg would look anto

the particular point which Mr sarry had raised.

CROSSMAGLLN GAA PITCH

M1 Barry said that the security forces in Crossmeglen continuved

- to exercise their right of way across the GAA Ground to the RUC

Barracks. Helicopter landings had also disrupted matches. Be hoped
this could be prevented, possibly by building & new &ccCess to the

bharracks.
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mhe Secretary of State said officials would ook into this.

PLASTIC BATON ROUNDS

Mr Barrxy said' that there was continuing conceryn about plastic
baton rounds. their figures suggcsted they were ﬁore lethal
than rubber rounds since between 1970 and 1975, 55,000 rubber
bullets had been fired with three fatalities, and since then
25,00C plastic rounds had been fired with eleven fatalities.
There'weré suggestions also that their use was not 1in accorgdance

with the directions given to the security forces. .

. The Secretary of State said that ‘he did not accept that plastic

© PRONI CENT/M/11/6

rounds were more dangerous than rubber ones. He :ecOgnised the
sengitivicies, but there were tipes when their use was essential,
rhe rules hzad, however, been considerably t;gh:ened-up, and taken
with & general decline in rioting, the number ased had fallen very
markedly since 13%81. Re yecelved a report whenever batbn rounds
nad to be used. They were also luoring carefully for alternatives.
At present they w.re assessing a Germava-type watay cannoh, but it
was not yet clear. that it was any less danqeroa and the situations

in uhich it could be used were limited.

"SECURITY SITUATION

The Secretary of State said that he was concerned about the

lovel of riots in Londondexry in thé last few months. He doubted
if wney were associated with NI Huﬁe‘s success it the Genersl
Electicn and S$inn Fein's relatively poor showing in that

coOns tl*ﬂ&ﬂt}. But #r Hume had told him that Mr currie and other
SDLP mmﬁxn. had suffered fromPIRX attacks since the

eciection. The spate of murders in Londenderyy last year had

stopped, probably because of RUC successes in arresting terrorists,

=nd the evidence of super—4rasses. The shooting of the wife of a

gbldier visiting relatives in Londonderry nad dzmaged the IRA,

" although the soldier should not have been there naving received

strict orders not to stay in his relative's hous2, It was perhaps
preferuble that riots had displaced murders in recent ronths 1in

Londonderry, and alwost all were dealt with by the RRC without

army intexvention, It was not clear whethier the riots waere terrorist
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inspired or spontaneous.

EXTRADITION

Mr Barry sazid that the Irish Magistrates Court had granted

the RUC's application for the extradition of James Shannon

for the murder of Sir Norman 3tronge and his son. The decision
would 9o 10 ‘appeal but he was hopeful that it would be upheld.
If further extraditions were to follow, however, it was
essential thatr the RUC should not seek to interrogate Shannon

on his return to Northern Ireland. This was cQatrary co the
noonal extradition procedure with those countries with whom the
Irish had signed extradition .creaties. TIf in the event it
proved imposaible'to extradite Shanncn, then he would be charged
in ﬁhelRepuhlic'under'éxtra-ter:itorial 1eqislation;

The Secretary of State said that he was glad to hear of the
Maglstrates court decision. ‘There was strong feeling in Northern
Ireland ahout the murder of the Strohge‘s_and it was iamportant

that Shannon shouvld be eXtradited., HNe was grateful! for the

progress which had been mude. It was not clear whaether Shannon
was liable to further questioning. in Northern Ireland, but
he would ciheck on the POSition ard ensure that the R were aware

Of Mr Larrvy's views.

CO-OPERATION RORTH,

Hr Barry said that he was a little concerned about the disparity
of treatment of Co-operation North between the two Covernments.
They hagd widertaken to give CQ-Operation North IKEST,000 for the
fotlowing vear, but had given no longer term undertakings. This
WAS TO encuurage Co-operation North to keep on its toes. He
understood, however, thit the Ug Government had promised Co-
operation Mdrth a smaller sum t£55;0001 but for each of the

next five years.

The Secretery of State said that he hag Bel representatives of

Co-operatioa North., The Covernmwent hag thought it right to

‘----------un----u---_-u-nu-----u-n-.-.-\--n.n-.-ﬂ‘i.m-.---u...u....c.-'n‘.-...u.-.....-u...u asens
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reduce the level of 1ts financial commitwent, but had accepted
the crganisation's arguments for greater security by promising
‘them asslstance over a period of years.

KINSALE GAS

The Secretary of State said that he was greteful for the
conslderable efforts which Mr Bruton had made in his discussions
with Mr Butler te secure acceptable arrangeamxits for the

Xinsale Gas Projectr.. He accepted that there was now lintie.raam
‘for further manoeuvring on the price. But on sirict €COoNoOmic
'grounds the proposal was not attractive. "Any sagnificant rate’
nf return would not come until after the contract period had
‘expired. He recognised that there were &lso intangible benefits
te the Northern Ireland economy which would need to be taken

. ipto account. Be would need to assess also thiz political '

issues. -

Mr Barry $aid thar he-understoed the proposal was not particularly
advantageous to his Government either. He would nevertheless
ask Mr Bruton to re~examine the offer to see wherher 1t could .
be mede more helptul to the U¥. He set great political '
StOre on securing agresment. Gas consumers 1in Nortnern Ireland
were nancing on in the hope that the deal would be concluded,
and it waould be damaging if they were disappointed. More importantly,
wthile he did not think failure to 2g3iee would substantially damage
relationships between the two Governments, others would represent
i1t as a tangible failure by the two Governments to develop
a new relationship in the very acrea whare co-opzration seemed
Tost natural. This would be a set back. Therw ware ceitainLy
those in the Kepublic who wouid criticise the Irish Goverament
for making an unfavourable deal, put they wera prepared to
“shoulder the political risks and to make the eCOnRGMC sacrifice.
He hoped the UR (overnrent would@ he prepared to So the same. Certainliy,
'nc_ungavourable decision should be made unti) after the Prime Ministerla

Sarsmit .

The Ssavetary of State said that he would need tQ consylit has

Cablpet Colleagues on the offer. It would be Sifificult to secure

B T — - .
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agreeaent to ¢o ahead given the economic considerations. Ror
were the political arguments all one way. There were -oue
in Nerthern Ireland who were opposed to the deal and would

be very critical if thev could show that it was wmade on
vnfavovrable economic terms for ather reasons. He would take
careful account, however, of the arguments whiclh Mr Barrxy had
pat., If, in the event, it was decided that tnd daal could not 3
40 ahicad, it would be important to emphasise the economic arguments
and to avoid recerimrations and demaging the relationship betwean

. the two Governments. :

CROSS~BORDER SECURITY

The S&cretary of State said that he had undertaken in resgonse
LG & question from Mr Fary in the House of Commong to pass on
‘HMr Farr's concern that arms might be being smuggled across the
Lordes. - He had no eviidence, however, that this was a particular

prOlles, ' Y

Mx Bazry sald that he attached considerable inportance to co- " _ 2
uperaaimn Oon security issues and would be very "onccrned 3£ :
rhare was any evidence that arms were being suug lea across

the hoardér. Like the Secretary of State, he was not aware of
&ny lack of co-ovperat:on on this between the gecurity forces

Ccf the twd countries.

CDhCaJd‘ng the meeting, the Secretary of State saild that he would
vtake carseful note of the particular points which #r Barry had
raised, He would ask his Officials to loek inzc them and would

- e

arrange for a reply it Official level.

.-'J N?.;&h
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Frivete Secxetafy

7 July 1983
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