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SECRETARY OF STATE'S DISCUSSION ¥WITH JOHN HUME

The Secretary of State saw Mr Eume in the House of CoamonRs oR

28 June. HNo—one else was present.

The Secretary of State said that Mr Hume was 5till winding down
from delivering his maiden speech in the Bouse. He felt it

had been well received. He seemed disappointed, bhowever, that
there was not more interest in hiorthe_rn lreland's and Irish
affairs in the House. He thought the Commons sight have wanted
to conduct a great and continuing debate on the future of
Rorthern Ireland. The Secretary of State said that interest was
sporadic and relatively superficial.

Mr Sume said that he saw little sign of movement among unionists.
He still felt the Government should be doing more to put pressure
on them. At the same time, he noted increasing intransigence

in the minority community. In critical references to Mc Mzllom,
he suggested that the SDLP's electoral appeal in Northernm Ireland
had been reduced by toO greatan emphasis on republicanism. Be
regretted the party's failure to capture Down South.

My Hums said that the Porum was likely to produce three blueprints
one for unification, one for a federal solution and one for joint
sovereignty. He thought the third presented the best prospects.

2 5
In general conversation, it was clear to the Secretary of State tha
Mr Hume still blamed the UK Government £o: the failure of Sunningda
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J K LYOR

private secretary

29 June 1983
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