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DR.A.P:r LErTER FOR SIGNATURE BY LORD GO'tlRIE 

Lord Hyl t on 
Ammerdown 
Radstock 
BATH 
BA3 5SW 

April 1983 

Thank you for your letter of 17 March in which you followed up 

some of the point s r a ised in the. d eb a t e s on 14- J:'Iarch. Perhaps I 

could deal ,d th them in the order you suggest. 

The Secretary of State and. I pay careful attention to the many 

represen tations 'l'/e receive about the emergency legi sl. a tion",... (par-

. ticularly from organisations such as the Standing Advisory 

Commission on Human .Rights)} and about the forthcoming Review of 

,the ~~rgency Provisions Act. Jim Privr hopes to get the Review 

under way within the next fevr we eks and .has given considerable ' ., ,;:, 

thought to its appropriate terms of reference. He believes they 

will lli8cl; wii;h ganax'd s&.tisfaction. 

On the Fair Employnent Agency, I regret that I cannot say any-

thing more at present about affirmative action and enfol~cement" 

These are matters for the }i'air Employment Agency itself, which as 

you know· is ·· an independent statutory body. However, I am con-

fident that the additional staffing approvals, of which I have 

already informed you , will assist th3 Agency in carrying out its 

im:portClut te.sk. 

On joy-riding, I think we all recogni s e the higher risks run in 

Horthern Ireland, where the security forces cannot always differ·­

entiate i mmediately between the joy-rider and the t erroris t who 

may be about to a t t ack them . In these circums tances, the 

occasiona.l tragedy is almo s t inevitabl e; thankfully, there h ave 

b een none r e c ently. 
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rfurn i ng to the experi mental s chemes you mention , the Hest Bel f as t . 

Auto Proj ect was s et up in May 1980 by a Steering Commi ttee rep-

r es entative of the Probation Servic e , soc i al services and commun-

i t y ,'/or kers. A r eport on joy-riding childr en, prepared in July 

1980 by the Co-Ordinating Committ ee on Social Probl ems ( an i nt er ­

Departmental Committee under t he cha i rmanship of the Dep artment of 

Health and Social Services ) recommended that Government funding 

should be made available to the pro j ect. Exter n , a vol untary 

organi sat ion primarily engaged i n worl< VJi t h of fenders and potentiaJi 

offenders , t ook over control of the proj ect in September 1980 and 

funding ,"'ia~ provi ded on a joint bas i s by mms and NIO . Thi s sup­

port has continued , with tbe newly-established Probat i on Board 

t aking over -f unding r esponsibilitJr frcmNIO. The Departnent of 

. Ec~~~mic Deveiopment .~as F.i.lso provided grant towa.:rds the sal ari.'~~:;::.~ i 
of LZ employees ' of t he Project. -

/' 

The Scrambler pro ject, also run by Extern from the s ame premis es 

as t he Auto project )b egan in Sep t ember 1982 . Financ e ¥.as pr ovided 

by DHSS using resources made available f or counter - uneDlployment 

measures rthe administra tion of which now r ests with tbe Departm ent I 
-of Economic Development. 

Bot h proj ects are being monitored to guage theiI' impact on the 

problem--of joy-riding children 'but, as I said during the debate on 

14 Mar ch, it is too early to measure their success and , t herefor e . 

to predict how long they wil l continue . dec i s ion t o set up 

similar projects would depend on t he succ ess of t he existing 

schemes , t he needs ""hich mi ght be identifi ed fo r such s chemes 
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el se",her e and on t he r esourc es av a i l able for funding . Mu ch the 

same cr iteri a , particularly those r elating t o the effectiveness of l I 

t he i n tervent i on applies to the cont i nuat i on of the present pro-

j ect. 
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Other intermediate treatment projects in the Province, while not 

specifically geared to joy-riders or young offenders, could "incluc 

such young people in their' numbers. In addition, the Department 

of Economic Development, in liaison with Extern and the Northern 

Ireland Ass ociation for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders is 

funding workshop facilities to which young people are referred by 

the Probation Service. 

The Report of the Children and Young Persons Review Group (the 

Black Report) which vm.s published in December 1979, acknm1fledged 

the range of activities which the Health and Social Services 

Boards, the Probation Service and the Youth Service had developed 

within intermediate treatment and encouraged their further develo~ 

ment. The Re:pvrt also supported the need for a co-ordinated . " 

appr~ach in providing help for children . The generality of the 

Report - was accepted in principle -by Government on pUblication and 

<letail€:<i consideratio"u is presontly being. giY3.:1 to ho .. : ~~:::,t tv 

"proceed. 

You will appreciate, therefore, that co-operation does exist 

between agencies involved with children on the provision of inter:-

mediate treatment schemes in the Province and this will grow as 

existing relationships are consolidated and co-ordination improves 

. if- fW.JlI'1,( l1..~vfiJr rt.PJ,1 
So far as the Flags and Emblems Display Act is concerned , while a 

~ 
case for repeal can be made out, the issue is one which self-

evidently needs to be handled very carefully. Repeal might well 

be miSinterpreted by both communities. Unionists might see such 

"" a move as a withdrawal of protection for the Union fl ag ," \vhi le thE 

Republican element in the nationalist side of the community might 

regard it as a licence to flaunt the Tricolour. As I said in my 
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reply on. this point (Official Report Vol.440 No 64 Col 587)~ the 

use of, and the need for, the Act will be kept under close review, 

but I do not think I can go further than that at the moment. 

Regarding your question about the transfer of prisoners: from 

Great Britain to Northern Ireland, I am quite willing to look at 

any individual cases which you might; wish to raise with me. You 

will understand however that if we were to decide in favour of a 

transfer Home Office agreement would need to be s ought before a 

move could be implemented. 

Finally, JJ...lll Prior and I are very much aware of your concern and 

that of the Standing Adviso~Jr Commission on Human Rights about the 

nationality and residential restr ictions on voting at district 

. c ouncil and Assembly elections • . I can G.ssure you that the pOints 

made in the Commission ' s Annual Report of 1975-76 and raised by 

you on 28 January and' 14 l1arch wil l be borne very much in mind. 

I hope you wil l find this reply helpful if inevitabl y rather 

l engthy. 

-:: Hidden copies : PS/ S of S ( B & L) 
PS/ Lord Gowrie ( B & L) 
·DED FO 
l"'ll' Buxton 
Miss Davies 
Mr Ooulson 
Mr Boys Smith 
!1r Radcliffe 
DHSS PO 
Mr Abbott 
I1r Jackson 

I 


	proni_HSS-13-37-60_1983-nd-a_p1
	proni_HSS-13-37-60_1983-nd-a_p2
	proni_HSS-13-37-60_1983-nd-a_p3
	proni_HSS-13-37-60_1983-nd-a_p4

