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FROTEST AT H34 PRISCN MAZE: DuSCHIPTION CF #MG'S POSIICK

Princioles e
b G has consistently asserted certein principles in respect

of prison adainistration on which it would not be prenzred to
compromise. These principles are:- )

(1) No political or special category status for any
prisoners. Any Qifiersntiztion of trezizent of
a certain group or class of prisorers [m worthern
Ireland is objectionable under this ovrisnciple.
This principle was endorsed by the HCi® in itg
Partial Decision or June 1350.

(ii) The prison authorities must resain fully in
contrel of the prison aoéministiraticn a:d i the
najor elexents of day to day lifc in L

.

-n £
.2 picisens.

2. Supject tc thgse principles, G has shovm itsall 1o be
flexible and willing to introduce chiernjes in the znilcon

fegime for both conforming and protesting oprizoners. {Tae
reference to prrotesting prisoners here relates itc zn: prisancrs
who do not cenform with prison rules ivrespoctioe of thie pller=2d
motivatisn for their crimes.) lest of the followis: cianres
were introduced after the Commiszion madas its pariiunl <ecision

in June 1982. Irrespective ol any protests, the Sav:rounent

]

is Keeding under review the scope {0 inprovesenty in o2 reglic

applicable to all wrisoners in liorthorn Ireland.

3. Additional Privilegses mode =vwaileble 18 nroteztli~ nmrisconer::

ke

(i) Provisicn of »limsolls, veste and shorts o1 )
exercise. 3

(1i) VWeekly letter in and vutl instczc of avar:ly. ; 235.3.89
{iii) Two vizits a menth insteadi ol one. g




/
' & (4) One extra hour's physicel recreation each )

week in the gymnasium.

(5) One evening's association per weck

(6) Availsbility of “closed" visits for prisoners ) August/

< N

who refuse to be searched. ' } ;;gé“dd‘

(?) Books snd newspapers made available in each wing.

(8) Compassionate home leave on deuath of a near
relatives made available on Lhe saxe basis 25
for conforming prisoners.

{9) PFor those prisoners on a “clean" protest:

(1) the rate of 10ss of remiusion was kalved
as compared with those ¢n the “dirty”
: protest.

(ii) A special monthly parcel is allowed Janusry
it

containing up to 4 1bs of fruit and 0
toilet articles.

¢
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(iii) One hour extra exercise each day is
allowed.

s ]

L Ex-protesting oriscners

Following a review a partisl restoration of lost rerission
is now being given to those wbho have discontinued their
protest and are now fully conforming.

) A1l prisoners

A1)} prisoners now benefit from the Guvernzent's decigion to
abolish prison uniform a&s such and to substitute rrison-issuc
civilian-style clothing which is available as & personal issua

each prisoner.



e Despite the action in January last of a nusber of protestirg
prison;:rs involving the destruction of cell furniture sad
damage to cells, all protesting prisoaers have now bcen issusd
vith beds and bedding; tadbles anc cheirs and the issue of other
cell furniture continues. At the request of protesting
prisoners, writing material ard pans were provided 3s were

additiona)l books and newspapérs.
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