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PS/SECRETARY OF STATE (B & L ) (BY MUFAX) 

PRISONS : BREAKOOT AT MAZE - SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

The brief facts of the above event are as fo l lows -

-
Shortly before 3 pm a number . oJ handguns were produced by prisoners 

in H7 which is occupied exclusively by conforming Republican 

_prisoners. A prison officer (Adams) was shot twice in the head 

and the prisoners went on to take over the H Block. They waited 

for the meal . delivery van to arrive at H7 from the prison kitchen 

and then hijacked it. Severa l prisoners donned prison officers 

uniform and the rest concealed themselves in the back of the 

van. In this manner they drove t o the lnner Prison Gate where 

they produced guns and under threat staff opened the gate. 

_At the Main Prison Entrance Gate staff recognised prisoners 
- - -
_ _ _ and a major fight ensure? : jp which the Prison Officer ' (Ferris) 

was stabbed and later died and other prison officers were wo~nded. 

·::A prison -off"l"c-er rammed hfs ' c ar against the delivery van and blocked ';'· · 

. -the Entrance Gat-e so preventing the prisoners from driving _Gut; ' · 

58 prisoners escaped from the pr i son on foot of which 15 have so far 

- -bee-FJ----re-captu red. One prisoner was shot in the l eg by a soldier 

and is in hospita l . 

. _ ~list of the 23 prisoners ~;emaining at l arge is annexed . 

Th e list of pr i son off i cer casua l ties i ncludes 1 dead, 1 seriously 

injured; and 5 others in hbspita l with less serious i njuries . 

E D PALMER 

26 September 1983 . . . 
26":' 
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cc: PS/Mr Scott (B & L) M 
PS /PUS (B & L) M ~ 
PS / Sir E Bell (B & L) r. 
Mr Brennan M ~ Mr Bourn ~ 

Mr Buxton 5 
Mr Merifie l d 
Mr Ange l M 
Mr Gilliland 
Mr Doyne-Ditmas J 
Mr Edis (1 

Mr Reeve ! Mr Boys Smith M , I Mr Wood M 
Mr Jackson / 
Mr Kerr ~ 
Miss Simmons ~ 

Mr Gjnn ~ 

I 
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( ,MP MAZE - ESCAPE 25.9.83 

AT LARGE 
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