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::"1, increa .... ed prntection for TA members ; 

b . al l egations t hat secur:ty force - are undu l y constr ined 

in the use of force; -:u d 

c. disp)s't ' on of police forc ~ s. 
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PH TECTION 1 EASURES FOR TA MEl JBERS 

Line:- To Ta..1{e 

As the Secret ry of S~ate indicated t M McCusker on 14 Apr:1 ) fo11owi - g 

t he murder of P . -'lliott 1 the threat to the li ve" of members o:f "he TA . 

bE-i n r eas,'ess d a..YH1l' if neces~ Cl y, better meaS.Le s for their protectio n 
,,-ne 

will be int :cod1Jced ,. You would n o t expectl to disc 'ss e i thcr the threa.t 

assessment r pos ~ ible rotection measures. 

Backgro~nd 

Mr Trevor Alexander <.lliott wa .... s hot d Jad by an IRA gunman when walkin a :from 

his grocer I s shop in Mai.n Stree t l Keady to hi car . t 1755 pm o n 1 3 Ap .. -LI. 

Mr Elliott w's a Sergeant in the TA as well as be" ng a lead ~i.ng spokesman for 

the DUP in that area o ~f Armagh . There i E" no ind' c~ tion that M.r Ell.iott 

7as chosen as a target by PIRA so1ely because of h' conn,ctioD..:;> w'th 

the T How ver, H~~I are conductlng a ·",'::o n'; d ..... e t l:-' ..J... . re le . ~~ +k.e ~h t t _v W lJ.1. \.....i.J L Jr ', a , , 0 th .' 

li.ves of TA embers r nd wi II tak Dny nece, . .'sary easures t o improve th :...tr 

s.curity. C early it rQuld defeat the object of thi . f 1-exerClse -L . ,. ) .y 1,1/ 

to disclose ei ther the resul ts of' their reVJ.e'l or the natu e of t he mea ure. 

being taken to Cowlte r the threat. 
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ALLEG .TlONS THAT SECU n.ry FORCES ART-<' CONS'T'RAINED IN TI-l' . ... , . U::5', OJ. F ORCE 

Line t o Take 

It i not ·the _;overnment but the l'lW that . ,tipulates th ,t meml er of the 

secllri 1~y f'orces can U" e no more f orce t han ' . rea 'onable 'n th .. c :i ccum-

stc . Jes to preserve the peace, uphold the law and effect rres ts. Even: 

when t hey re ' ace ] ,.' 't h ' rmed terroris ts t hey mus t :jeci e what dearee 

of forc e ic rea~onabl to arrest ·t hose terroris~ or to p . otect lif_. If 

they decide to open fire and someoDJ ' injured or killed t hey are not 

answerable to ~lni ters but to the Courts. This is not a n unreasonable 

con ..... t r int bc -8.1. .. e, a s the Govern 11 Jlt h a ~ a l ways made clear , if tr-le ecu:c i ,y 

for c e s ar to uphold. the law they must also be answerable t o it; · )or , a ... 

we have se n, 'ioes it prevent them :f rom us ing fir earms when th,y have lt i t 

was reasonabl to do ~ o. 

Ba.ckgrouncl 

It ha ... ' a1 Cl)'S been argued by those who w" ,'h -1- 0 see a more robus t line being 

t aken agains t: Republlcan terrorj,c·t,,: tha t the act'- ons of th~ securi t y 

fo~ces a r . UIlduly con· trained by political dec is ion . To s ome extent thi 

is true . Succt:s:' i ve Go J .rnment s:; nee 1976 have consciou ' ly dec ided -0 

act against ter-rnri , ts through the .corrnal J egal channel ... f r the crlmes 

they h a v e cOI!lrnitted, rather than vffiploy extr aordinary methods 

such as executive detent,lon. Dr i g';'ng these criminals t o justice tbrough 

the cour t h not been easy; neverthele'~ the s .curity fore s hav 

achieved con'i d_rable s uccess and violencei continuin g t o d clin·. The 

t errorists h '. Vf~ the c apaci ty and 1/ill continue t o carry out -: solated runes 

intend d to povoke the population and the Government into retaliator-y 

countermea sures which t h ey can then use to justify ano th r cycl of v·olence. 

The f et th t th Gover me nt has r efused t o be provoked does not indic ~ 

w ~akn~ss but r~ ther conf'dence in t h e ulti mate succe s of its po l ici.r s. 
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DI~POSITION OF POLICE FORCFS 

Line To Ta:< 

I 00 not thi "k that I can a d d to the Chiet~ Constable l e statement which 

made it absolu tely clear that the policing ef:fort . n Northern Irelar~ l 

j.s increa ~ng r~l ther than decreasing . I t is, of course, for t h e Ch ' ef 

Cons table -to deci.de how t o dispose 

·t hreat t o peace . nd sec urity . 

Background 

his forces t o meet the e v er changing 

The increas, in t h e per manen t and eserve police forces announc c;d l ast 

L J wer in ten ded t o reI ieve the operation al pressures which until 

then bad ~to b me t by overtime on the part o :f the full - time f orces an 

high rates f attendance by t h e par-+--1-:ime reserv' t s. Thi i n crease 1.n 

force lev el' has dec reas . d t he need for both; whilst thid has meant 

increased operational efficiency it has also J. ed to some - inanc ial 1(. 1$ 

by those who were previously t aking +:he 

ment and poli t:i. c al pressure whi c h h 

train . Thi 1 as led -to son! r'e 
I..t 

.. ' been aimed ~ restor~ng the sta-tus 

quo. Preswnabl y recen t Press reprrt. that pol ice 0tatio!. were t o close 

wer e linked with t h is campaign . 
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