
( 

Hr C Patten MP 
Parl iame ntary Unde r Secretary of State 
Departmen t of t he Environme n t 
p rl ia~ent Buil dings 
Stormont 
nELFA"T 
BT4 3SS I1 Apr il 1984 

THE LOCAL GOVElllDmNT CHAllGE OF DISTRICT HA1m (LONDONDERRY) ORDER 
( NORTHERN IREI..AND) 1984 

On the 11 April 1984 you wrote to the Speaker of the Northern Ireland Assembly 
conveying the response of the Government to the Assembly Report on the proposed 
Local Government Change of District Name (Londonderry) Order (Northern I r eland) 
1 984. After your letter had been read by the Speaker to the Assembly, I 
indicated that the Environment Committee would wish to consider the Government's 
response. 

You also wrote to me on 11 April explaining that the Statutory Rule changing 
the name of the local gover~~ent District of Londonderry to Derry, under t he 
provisions of Section 51(1) of tbe Local Government Act (NI), would come into 
effect on the 7 May 1984 and emphasised that the Statutory Rule would only give 
effect to the change of name of the District. 

The Commi t t ee considered the matte r at i ts meeting today. It a ccepts tha t your 
letter t o the Speaker a nd your letter of the 21 March 1984 to me responds clearly 
to t wo of the Recommendat i ons In the Report of the Asaembly. However t he 
Committee wi hes to have clarification of your response to twe others, namely 
Recomm~ndations 5.2 and 5.3. In making these Recommendations the Assembl y had 
in mi nd the need to safe guard the minority community in Londonderry , a poin t to 
which I r eferr ed in the brief discusssion of your letter which took place i n the 
As sembl y on the 11 Apr il 1984 (see NI Assembly, Offi cial Report, Volume 9, 1l0 19)., 

The Commit ce now requests that you clar ify your statement tha t the Department 
wi ll "cont nue t o e xe r c is e the respons ibilities con ferred on it by the Local 
Government Act of 1972 i n r elation to Local Author ities". 

PETKR ROBINSmT MP 
C'aairwin 
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