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OFFICIAL UNIONIST BOYCOTT

I had lunch today with Frank Millar. We discussed the reasons for
his party's decision to return to the Assembly.

25 Mr Millar stuck to the line adopted by the UUP leader earlier
today. Mr Molyneaux had been impressed with the reaction to his party's
document "The Way Forward". He believed that it was now possible to
make progress on devolution. The boycott had demonstrated that there
was no real support within the UUP for the so-called "devolutionist"
approach and now that he had asserted his supremacy the time was right
for the bold gesture - ie a return to Stormont. Speculation about

Mr Prior's long-term future in Northern Ireland had contributed to

the decision: Northern Ireland needed firm leadership and only

Mr Molyneaux could fill the vacuum. The boycott had enabled the UUP

to make real progress towards a political settlement.

35 Although Mr Millar denied it, I have no doubt that the
Official Unionists have changed their strategy because of the
impending European Elections and because of the continuing pressure
within the party for a return to Stormont. The fact is that the UUP
have not achieved either of the goals they set themselves when the
boycott was announced. There has been no change in security policy
nor any dramatic progress towards devolution: the Official Unionists
could have had the Report Committee several months ago. What has
happened is that the party has realised that its boycott stance is
likely to be a handicap at the forthcoming elections (Mr Kilfedder's
candidature will have played a part here) and that, in present
circumstances, neither the DUP nor Alliance is likely to be too
critical in public about the UUP volte face. Both the DUP and

MRAITTIITAITIE

f‘ﬂw::‘;-'-i""‘hl'- g ELS
GUINTEUCIN E 1A
CONFIDENTIAL

© PRONI CENT/M/13/22



E.R.: ClON'FIDENTIAL

Alli( e have a vested interest in retaining the credibility of

the Assembly.

4. I should also record Mr Millar's view that what was important
about "The Way Forward" was not the substance of their proposals but
the spirit of reconciliation in which it was written. He hoped that
the document finally proved the extent to which only the
"integrationist" wing of the party was capable of achieving progress
and accommodating the nationalist point of view. According to
Millar, the "devolutionists" have been soundly beaten and shown in

their true colours.
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