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~he note of ~he secretary of Statets morning Deet~ OD 5 NoveabeL Ask. 

two questions s~~ fran the Slnn rein Ard Fheia: what au~r1ty 

did Slnn Fein have to use the Dublin MAnsion Hous;.e and were AdaN t 

stbteuenta at the Ard Fbels within the taw? 

'rh!s haa eau ed some controver5Y in the Republic. Tbe Mansion House 

1. the official r lidenee of the Lord Mayor of Dublin but. bas .ome 

publi.c rooess for hire.. Michael leat.lng, a Pine GAel TO and fOrlfJer 

Lord Mayor of Dublin, h .. crlt.1cl.ed th~ lett.ing of the public rooras 

in the M.ansion Hou.e to SiN\ Fein. The presl!nt Lord Mayor ha.. defended 

the letting on the grotlMs that S1nn Fein was not A proacribed or9aniaa­

tion .nd the public ·ro~ were rented out on a COCIfterciAl basis. DubllD 

Corporation has also .. de it cl.ar that it could not diecria1nat.e in 

lett.ing the roo.s but that the hlriftCJ ahoulc1 not be interpreted •• 

• ~thy for Sinn hin. The Irish Government have no ~r to deny Sinn 
.-

hill the use of the Ma.1\slon Hou... aut there are report. that the 

Pin. Gael 9rouP on the Cwpocatlon aay try to have lett1ag policy c:bangecl 
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Newspaper. record concern on the part of the Iriah 
• 

GOvernaent at the use by Sinn Feln of the pcealses, and tile Lord 

Mayor h •• said to our Amba •• ador that he hopes we underataM that. 

tn Ard Fhe1.s vas not being held in hi. realdence. 

It would be counterpro4uctiv1l for the Uk Government t:.o interYen.e 
• at thla .t&cJe 

either publicly or privAtely in this eon.trov~svl t-ut ,,111 continu 

to ao~tor it 'closel, with the reo and the Dub1~ EMba •• y to aee 

whether a suitable opportunit.y occur. for us t:o influence the debate. 

While lira Action in Publ!n by the Corporation to deny SiM reln a 

etthq place m1~ht put pressure on the HI GovernMent to take OOMparAbl. 
to 

action. for" exaraple" deny S 1.nn Fain access to t.elevisi.on and raMc. 

it. ls neverthel .1 h.19hly d •• 1reble for the I.rish authorities t.o be seen 

to be do1n9 everything pouible to di*rupt the IRA aftd it. front. MeA 

in the Republic. 

St~teaent5 by Sinn Fain 

~e legal i t.y of Ad&m&' statement. C in pArticular the infaMOU8 r~x­

about the Brighton bomb being -. blow for de.acracy·) raisea problem 

of extra-territorial jurisdiction. • .l.n 

Rorthern Ireland which Illiqht c:ov.r MaN- speech are extraterritoria.l, 

and so do net apply. Even 1f t.hey dId it is doubtful 'Whether Adaas' 

.t.atement would be c»v~red by . Article 13 of the Public orcSex (Ill) Order 

1981 whicb deals "itb .. king .pe.eehea intended to sUr up hatred 

againat. 01' aroua. rear of •• ny secti.on of the publio in Horthem 

Ireland but wh.1cb is ditect.ed aore at. expressions of sectarian hatxe4 
\ 

than aupport fo~ terrorl.t organl •• tlon8. IIor would section al of the ,.. 
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Ea8tgency Prov181on. Act, which deals with soliciting or Lnv1ting 

• peraon to eupport or· beco~ part of .. proscribed oJ.'9anl.ation, be 

suitAble f~ generali.ed .t.te~ta of support for par .. l11tary 9ro~5. 

1ft any case Adama' aute,aent probably-~ld not aaount 1n 189a1 teras 

to support for the IU. IIor would AdaBS be likely to be found guilty 

.. of inciting tbe c~La&loD ~f spec~fic offences. ~e issue of provoca­

tive state.ent. by thoae supporting terrorists has been studied ia 

depth by Hr Brennan as work1ftg CJroup, with the ooncluslon that there 

VA no •• ti.factory v.y of for8dnq a law to pxobiblt statements such • 

M ... •. 

Aa ve under.tand it. t.be Republic'. own lAW cannot be applied to Adams' 

at t~nts on Bri9htoD because of extraterritorial considerations. It 

ia not an offene~ in the Republic to invite support for .ctivitiea out-

aide the juriadietlOft of ell orqanlsat1.on wh·t.ch 1s unlawful in the 

~_ epubllc -Cas the IV. -1., . But .. it. .1 • . 8180 _doubtful whether I despIte 

' .... 

probleaa of extr.te~rltor1a~1ty, Irish law would COver the coded language 

vhicb Adaas carefully used.. tie could press the Irish Governaent to take 

action in t.his are., but CJlven the problems we found in ext.endlng the 

.cope for our 1691s1atlon on incitement~ doubt whether they would 

find thesuelves bet.ter placed. They would reaent any pressure frota IDlC 

t.o uke action which HMG cannot, take itself. 

In hi. note to Hr Abbott of , November, Kx Sandiford invited ua to 

produce brief speakiRCJ ftOtea en tbe proacrlptlon of Sinn Peln an4 the 

application of the lAW AtIainat those who expreas aupport for tbell. 'I'hea~ 

are .ttacbed. 

., .M.. # m ' . 1:1 
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O. Idly Is S1nn Pe1Jl Jiot. pro cxibed? 

A. 'fo proacc-1.be 511Ul Pain would 91ve the. a propaganda victory 

which th 1 would oxplolt both here And abroad. It Would 'be 
• 

likely to aa.. t.he aec\U"1ty situat.ion vorae. ADd it would not 

be effectlv 1n atoppl ft9 group. who aupport t.error! ... 

exploltlnv the detDocrat.lc s,atea. 

If S1nn Fei.n decic!.e4 to 19nore the ban, the RUC would be faced 

with need to .ake widespread arrests 1n Catholic areas and not 

only would t.h~re be violence as a direct result., but there would 

be 1ncrttaaed &\lpport for hitherto moderate section. of the 

nationalist community And from sympathl5era abroad. If 

confrontation did not au1t Slnn Fein~ either ~1atelyor efts 

• trial period, the n"ltS of their organisation could be cbanged 

and their .ctlv1.tles could cont.inue under~ a new--~nner .. 

Tba bette( co\lrae 1. therefore to keep a cion watch on t~ir 

activities and take any .ction on any breaches of the lav, 

ra~her than at~eapt to outlaw the or9an1sa~~on itself • 

. . 

~ . ..................................... , ... , ................................ ~ •.•......•.••• .. , . - , ....... , ... ~ ............... ~ .•............•..... , ....•.•...•.••..•.........•.•.••....•.••.••••.••••. _ ........ . 
© PRONI CENT/1/14/18A 



© PRONI CENTI1/14/18A 

Q. tiby bas noth1ft9 been done to pro8eCUt.e Adama for hi •• peechea 

condonIng PIU'. out:.~a~. and predtct.1ng 'further '.t:tac~? 

aacJe by M .... without. aerloQs relJtrlctioa on other.' free4~ 

of speech and. on t.he free&. of the press. For the 

tbe law 4oe. bOt outl." vener.l e~ss.1oa of sqpport ~or o~ 

appreci.tion of the objeetlves or act.lvitie. of terrorl.ta. 

I~r repugnant .uch vi.". are. It i. not. a.fter all t.he 

expres.ion of vl~ seek to outlaw in a ~r.cy~ but the 

evil act.1ons t:beta.elves4J It 1. tberefore W\lavful to 1.D.cit.e 

individual. to co.nit _pec1f1c offences, to solicit material 

suppOrt for a particular pro.eribed orgalUsatioD. ~ 

intentionally to p~c.ote s.c~r1an hatred or f~. 

So ' far " Adaas appears to have been careful to etay vith1n the law. I 

. . 

But all hi. at..teeenta on4 those of others 11ke h1.a. are care-

fully analysed to ... vbether an offence has been ~itted. If 

it has. the ptoSftcotlftQ uthoritie-. V:ill not be slow to tak 

acti.on. 

• 
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