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Note for the Record

ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENT : IMPLEMENTATION

PCS held a meeting in Belfast yesterday to discuss the practical
and administrative aspects of implementing an Agreement, if sicneé.
Mr Bloomfield, Mr A W Stephens, Nr Carvill, ¥Mr Innes and Mr Merifieléd
were present. The meeting had before it Mr Stephens® minute of

2 October.

Inter-Governrmental Committee : Location

2. PUS explained that the first mecting of the Committee would
take place some days after the Agreement was signed; it could
thercfore be a focus for proteﬁt. It was agreed that the Stormont
Castle Conference Room, with its previous associations, would not
be an apprcopriate location. Alternatives were Billzbhorougtk eor

; the Stormont House :Conference Room. The Advantasges of these two

i locations were finely balanced: Hillsborou=n had cere~cnial

| associations as opposed to the House's more cxerutive aura, ot
Hillsboroush might be morc susceptible to ARFJu-uTast TTUSENES.  im

| balance the meeting favoured Eillsborough.

| Joint Secretariat : Location

3, A nuriber of alternatives were sucoested o SIiise BN2 Sereie.s
acconmolation: both would reguire security ané a relatively low
profile. Officcs in Stormont Castle or Hcous: were cletrly ot
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possif”ﬁ for political reasons. In the short-term there was

unlikely to be an ideal solution.
building, such as Dundonald House, could brinc the Irish too casily
into contact with other staff, who night alsc rusex: thelr rosInce.
Temporary office and domestic accommodation, isolated from other
buildings on the Stormont Estate, was a possibility. Jt wouid not

be desirable to provide too lavish accommodatior at least initially.

Using part of an existing

-

* It was agreed that Mr Merifield would convene & wIriill® growp,
which should include suitable representatives =Z IFD, I2I, LOE xnd

and to make recommendations. The group should x1so consider tae
provision of appropriate services, incluviino coxmunicazicn:.

Joint Secretariat : Guidance to Departments

4. PUS said that he was clear that comments, views and proposals
from the Irish side of the Secretariat should always be channeclled
throuoh the British side of the Secretariat in the first instance.
The Irish should not be allowed to think that they could intervene
directly with Departments and their supportira aaencies. It

was recognised, however, that the Irish would scck to establish
informal contacts with a range of public and semi-public bodies
and influcntial members of them, These bodics would inevitably
100k to the Government for some guidance in thely contacts with the
Irish, but it would be difficult to cnsure uniformity particularly
with bodics whose links with Government were nore tenuous, None-
theless it should be made clear that the Trizh mezbers of the
Secretariat were not part of the Government and need not be oiven
the access which Government officials wouid nermally expect. IS
the Irisk made independent approaches, rublir indiles choulc b=
advised tc seek the gvidance of thely szonsoriny depearinent.

S Guidance to departments would neeé to include advice on the
appropriate poirt in the decision-mazin: =rr=0FF AT WRITh IO seon
Irish views and comments. The exis::in: rulet op s.htaitet On Uotll,
the Assembly coulé serve as a useful coide. 11 was azreed that,
like the Assembly, the Jrish would not nave = -icht to prior con-
sultation in advance of other interastad parties. I the Ivish
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took v @ndividual cases or complaints, they should not be allowed

to circumvent established procedures and legal processes. Guidance
woulsn :1=7 Lo yecuires on matrers, such as intelligence sources
ané n:coiiating pesiiions in the BEC, which should not generally

be disclosed to the Irish.

6. Ir the light cf +khis @iscussion, PUS asked Mr A W Stephens
Lo relfin: “ie eniii_ =2 atzacihied to his minute of 2 Qctober in the
S ozl be passed to Mr Barry by the Secretary

-
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fore © & pozE ux
of State and whiz: could form the basis for agreement with the
Irish orn the Secre:ariat's working practices. An additional
exarple shoulé de orovided on the consultation process with the
Irish cver appointments. Mr Bloomfield agreed to produce draft
guidance to the XI dcpartments and their non-departmental public
bodies, which couid be circulated imvediately after Parliament
approvef the Agreement. This could also form the basis of a
guidance note circulated in the NIO. Both sets of guidance would

need to be discussed with NIO(L).
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