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Thank you for your note of 17 April about the false iapression 

Irish Minist~r& SeeM to have of the effectiveness of th~ RUC 

in Northern Ireland. We d~scussed thi& when ~ met in Belfast 

on 17 April. 

2. \';e both recoqnised that. the Taolseclch IS statelllents need t.o 

be considered within the ~ideT politi~al ~Qn~cxt of the 

present state of Anqlo-Iri.sh relations. But even allowIng for 

that, there ~ve been a nuaber of indications recently that 

the Taoiseach and his advisers have A false and unhelpful 

impressi.on both of the effecliveness of the RUC in Northern 

Ireland; its work in patrolling ~nd lnve9tig~tin~ crime in 

nationalist areas; its efforts to improve its relations wl~h 

the c~unity; an~ the respective responsibilities of the 

Chief Constable, the Poli.ce Authority, the Police CoNplainta 

Board. and the S~ret:ary of State. 

3. Lik~ you. I doubt if now is tho time publicly to confront 
• 

Irish Ministers on all this. I think th~re would be benefit. 

however. in us considering whether wc could provide some 

factual briefing for the Irish on all these issues so thot 

they were aware of the facts, and of the iaportance ~ich we 

attach tn there beinq a proper perception of the wor~ of the 
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RUC. The · ti.in~ of $uch a pre$~ntation would nocd to be 

carefully considered, but, · as A first ste~, it m£~ht ~ helpful 

if together we prepared ~ brlcflnq note with supportin~ factual 

information on these.matters for our ~bassy in Dublin. 1f 

you agrcc, it would be helpful if yo~ could prepare a first 

draft. • 

4. I know . that Mi nist.ers ~enerally take C'Vcry opportunity to 

show publicly their support for the RUC. This will be 91ven 

added emphasis in the next fPow week5 as the tu) 1 impact of tbe 

enquiry into the Sean Oownes affair becomes publiC knowledqe. 

You may wish to consider whether there mi~ht be an oppor~unity 

in the next few weeks for the Secret.ary o£ State or Mr Scott 

to t~lk more s~cifically about the effectiveness of the RUC 
across the communities in order to C~unter some of the more 

dama9in~ and inaccurate criticisms which ~~re in Dr Fit&C~ra1d's 

speech and which will no doubt be reiterated anO perhaps 

enlarged on in the com.lng weeks, 

J M LYON 

1'9 April 1985 
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