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I have reported In a separote letter the neeting betwoen the
Comissioner, the Chief Constables concernad and Marbers of Parllament
representing constituencles thought to hove been possible taroets for
babs, Both thot meeting, axd the Comissioner’s meeting o operotioml
wotters with the Chief Constables, were ottended by a Hae Office officlal,
ad the Hare Secretary thouht the Prime Minister would 1lke @ report on
the current state of the Investigation and the estebl isment of the
co-ordination arrorgerents under the Camissioner amounced yestertay.

As to the progress of the Investigation, the police belleve thot they

-have now 1dentified the dote an shich the bab was placed In the Rbens

Hotel, and have confimed thot the clock on the device most hove been started
sare time - probably os muxch as five doys - before 1t was ormed and placed
in position, Although their present ossesstent remoins thot the bab ot the
Ribens Hotel wos probably the only ane placed, there remins the possibility
that others were planted and they are devoting myjor efforts to finding the
bob store,  All but one of the original five people orrested in Scotlond
are saying very little, One of themhos started to give o certoin amut of
infonmotion to the police, sare of which, If true, would certolnly offect

the aurrent ossessment;  but whot he says will require particslarly careful
ossessrent because those arrested are hordened terrorists od it 1s quite
possible thot he Is trylng to couse confusion,

Strathclyde police hove now arrested the owner of the flot 1n which
the five were found and Informat fon vhich he has provided has led them to

mother address which sas apporently used by the growp, The police say thot the

mn, W Is being reasonadbly co-operative, has useful formotion chout the

, Fovements of the five soin suspects, Two further men hove been arrested tn

Clasgow today, but their guestioning 1s sti1ll ot v eurly stoge,
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(hief Constables discussed the arronparents 1n hand In thelr force
areas for the conduct of further enquiries, They aoresd upan G common
policy In relation t0 search, namely thot there should be no routine
searching of hotels and similor bufldings becmuse the task was too big to
be udertoken thoroughly, Instead, resources wauld be concentrated upon
checks of hotel registers to throw up sEpact names, people who hod glven
folse addresses or other foctors that wauld put particulor prenises .
under suspicion.  Hotellers were, however, belng osked to try to the
gttention of police ay Indications that panels or fittings had been
disturbed,

Sane useful troces hod ereroed within the last 24 hours sugoesting
1inks between one of those arrested ad Southamton, the strong possibility
that one of those arrested had stayed at a 6rect Yormouth hotel tn My,
od 0 possible lead to the procedure vhich they hod used for moking bookings
at hotels which might ossist the police In rorrowing don those which were
suspicious,

As to co-ordinotion of the enquiry, Chief Constables will be second-
ing officers to the co-ordirotion centre ot Scotlod Yord, probxably during
the caurse of tamrrow, But the co-ordirotion centre 1S olreody open,
ad will operote from 8 o.m. to midnight every day. It will combine
intellloece, operotional ad press functions, Through 1t police forces
will be kept undoted on intell fgence motters, axd will contribute Infomm-
ation coming Into thelr possession, On operotiomal motters, they will
report the results of enquiries, ad will in porticular put on to o com-
puter gt the centre suspicious rames In hotel registers for Inmediote
coporisoan with those eerging from other force oreas.  For press puinposes,
the centre wil] keep foroes wpdoted an Infomut ton ovolldble to the press,
and will serve as a point of reference for Individsal forces to ensure
that they do not adopt 0 press 1ine signifiontly dif ferent fram others.,
The co-ordinotion centre will also serve s the cleoring house for reauests
for aw forms of special ossistowe, The amy hove clready offered to nn
special troining courses over the naxt few doys In certaln ospects of searth
procedure, and ore ansidering withdrowing nire seorch teans from Northem
Irelad and six fram Gemony.,
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- The Camissioner will hold further meetings as nacessary with the
(hief Constobles, and there will be additional briefing of heods of
provincial Special Braches on the intelligence situation, the first of ‘
vhich wil] take place fiext Monday.

senqrately fran the co-ordination orrangements, the Commissioner
is seeing editors and representotives of the London offices of provincial
nEwspapers taorrow, not for a news briefing but to describe the pro-
cedures vhich the police ore estoblishing, He proposes to keep 1In reqular
touch with them t0 estabiish the sort of relationship which, In the worst
case, ty assist in hond) ing ay exceptional measures vhich the police
micht need to toke If there proved to be an Increosed 11kel thood of babs
havirg been corceoled, In porticulor, Individnol forces will be working
with the Metropol 1tan Police on evoouatlon procedures, including procedires
for informing the public of what will be required of them if such megsures
becare Necessary,

Firally, it 1s sorth mentloning that, pertops inevitbly, Ontef
Constobles expressed serious concern chout the financlol tplications of
the heavy overtine comitments which they will now be inawrring.  We
shall no dabt hear nore of thot,

1 gn cooyirg this letter to the Privote Secretaries 1o the
Secretories of State for Scotlad ad Northem Irelad,
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