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FAIR PLAY YOR WORTHINN JRELLND

The people who will be most affected by an Anglo-Irish deal on Horthers

Treland will be those Britisk subjects who inkabit the FProvince. Tet,

estonishingly, the one growp of pecpls who are completely — and deliber-
ately - excluded froa information == 0 what is being devised hy rep-

resentatives of the Eritish snd Irisk Covernmenis i the majority wmion—

ist commmity in Ulster. Eepresemtatives of the minority community have

| been briefed regularly by the Dublin Covernment. Yet the Unicnist people

% of Northern Irelsnd have been kept inm the dark. Wiy7
|

. The Prime Minister is on record im stating that 'oconfidestiiality’ is
eesentinl to the talks, She has not adequately explained why thie is so.
In such an atmosphere of secrecy Unicnists can bardly be criticised for

concluding 1hat whatever huc to be kept under swch close wrspe wmtil after

the deal has been struck (st & swmdt meeting between Mrs. Thatcher snd

Pr. Pitzgerald in Yovesder) musi be profoundly damsping to Mnjonjaa.

Ie spite of the obstaclea, Dnijoniste have bern sdle 1o discover the main
couponent of the likely deal. If ibey are accused of dealing im rwwr
and speculatioa, this 1w only because it is the position that they have

been driven into bty the Britieh Govermment.

ot 0t i T e

AXQO-IRISH JOINT MINISTERTAL COWTITIEE AND SECRETARIATE.

This is & mechanism to give the Repudlic of Irelmnd Covernment & say in

all areas of British policy and administretion in Northern Ireland. The
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machinery itself could look yatber like the EEC Coumcil of Munisters
wbereiny Ministers from each Member state meet to make joint decieions
about Community policy. Im additien, the Committee would be merviced

by a secreiariste made up ob both Eritied and Irish civil servante.

Although designed eventually to0 be based in Belfast, the mecretariate

; may initially be accossodated in eitber Londom or Dudlin until (it ie
hoped) Unionist opposition baw sudbeided. Such machinery would de |

i attractive to Dublin &8 it ocould be sold in tixz Republic e mot unlike
| the "joint autbority™ option contaimed in the report of the Few Irelsnd

Forues,

BRITISE SOYEREICGETY OVER MORTHERK IRELAND.

Suzh joint machinery would comstitue a clear infringement of British
sovereignty over tbe Province. Jt ie one thing for » country to discuss
its problems with amother and ibere is mothing objectionable in two
governments aetting uwp permanent machivery to keep the full spectrum of
mutuval difficulties under review. But it 15 quite differemnt for the
British Covernment to separete Mortbern Ireland from the rest of the
United Xingdom and give the Bepudlic of Ireland, which claims the territory

of Fortherzs Ireland in it® copwtitution, & say on how the Province is rm,

If Cornwall were to be claimed by France, mo-one in the United Kingdom
would bave any difficulty in seeing & fundamcntsl infringesent ©f British
soveretignty if Prance were to be granted & Tight 10 bave a sqy on bow
that county was governed. Such & conceseion would be mo less odjection-
_I able smisply beceuss & mipority in Cormwall were to sesk union with Freace,
but it would be bitterly resemted &y British people if it was granted ia

face of terrorist eutrages perpetrated by » Cornish equivalent of the IRA.
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A YIMAL SOLUTION

It is clear that evea though the conotnsion ly the Pritish Qovernment of
& joint minieterial cowmittes treating Northem Ireland a8 separats and
distinct from the rest of the United Xingdom would be regarded by Unjon-—
jets as Detregyal it would not be accepted as final or definitive by Irish
natiomslivts.

The Irich Pepublic'e Rimjster for Poreign Affairs has alresdy boen recorded

as indicating that such an arrmngement would simply be one step in the
generasl direction of & United Ireland. The Repudlic's Covernment has been
at paina to reassure its e«lectorate ihat the objective of a United Ireland
has mt been abandosed. On the Irish mationalist eide, the current megot-
jstions are described ar part of a process which nationslists will imeist
wust continues after & deal is struck at tbe 1985 suamit. Xationalists
believe that once the principle of the Republic's intervemtion iz Northern
Ireland has been conceded by Eritain, tbe task of hiving Nortbeyu Ireland
of f from the rest of the U X, becomes al)l the eaxier. On the other band,
mary British politicisas feil to realise that in terme of tbe pationalist
aspiration for & United Ireland there can be mo such thing as & persaneni

coppromise poxitios short of wmity.

THE THOJAF HORSE

A subsidiary objection to & joimt ministerial commities and mecretariate
is the scope for mischief imberemt im such machinery. For example, if
the I.R.A. were to eagineer omntiroversial security incidents will the

Iried side of the joint machimery accept the British approach?
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Or, will the British side be wrder pressare 10 react in s particular way
to placate the Irish side? How will those charged with the administretien
of Jorthern Irelaad cope with institutiosalised iatrusion from people
who are from ancther State mnd whose declared aim is for the annexation
of Borthern Ireland by the Bepublic? Will they feel consirained to make

conoessione at the expense of ibe loyal British subjects of the Province?

The Northerm Irish judiciary hs. boen the target of a sustained campeign
hy the present Irieh Covernment., 1f the 1985 supemit deal does mot include
changea in the Northern Irish judiciary will the Qovernment of the Bepublic
through its side of the joint committers continue itz campaign against

certain of the Forthern Irish judges?

THE VALUE OF A TEAL YO BRITAIN,

Although a2 deal of the type ocutlined would be viewed by Unionists mas striking
at the foundation of their position iz the United Kingdom, a deal with the

Bepublic would be of limited value to Britain.

J1 may be designed to placate wociferous Irish nationalisi opinion im the
United States. BPut suck opinion will not be content wmath anything wnort of

The Prime Kinister berself is on record as putting forward improved security
co—operstion with the Republic as a major attraction of a deal. This very
sttraction mderlines the mmscrgpulousness of the Republic's Covermment.

If it can improve security co-operation it sbould do 80 30 save the lives

and property of the people of Northerm Ireland ~ whom it claims the right

-~
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to govern ~ without any quid prv quo frow the United Dimgdom. To bold
back en security co-operstion in onder to prespurise the British Coverg—

ment into coacessions on Fortherm Ireland is nothing short of disgraceful.

THE S0C C.A¥D LABMOUR P,

Another alleged objective of the planned Anglo-Irish deal is to induce Mr

Jobn Hume®s S.D.L.P. to participate in the administration of Borthern Ire-

iand. Ri= payiy not oaly ocoatinues to boycoti the Northern Ireland Assenbly

(set wp Yy the presest Britich Government), it also refuses 1o support ihe

security forces and the judicial system.

The question has 10 be poted mow ~ for §t will certainly arise after the
deal is struck - In return for the British Government sgreeing to & weak—
ening of Forthern Ireland’s positiom within the United Kingdom, will the
Governwent be certain that the 5.D.L.FP. will publicly lend its support to

the Foyel Ulster Conmstabulary, the Eritish Arey and the courts in dealing

with terrori=x?

THE RIGHT OF SELFP-IETERNINATION

Like all free peoples, the citiszens of Northern Ireland claim the right
of mclf determination. In a wense thie right is reflected inm the Nortbern
Ireland Constitution &ct 71973. This Act purports to guarantee Borthemn
Ireland's place within the U.X. and permits change only with the consent

of the people of Northern Ireland voting in & poll, However, it ie clearly

implicit in & right o resain part of the U.X,, that mesmbership is to be

enjoyed on & bBasic of equality with the other countries making uwp the tnios,

© PRONI CENT/3/37A




6.

There if B0 Puch constitutional animsl ae & second class menmber.

Dalonists comtend that if Nortberm Ireland is meparated from the rest of
the Kingdom, Yy giving a forecign state s quite exceptional infloence over

| s part of Eer Ntlv:l dominions then the right of self-deterwminatjion

has been clearly infrigned unless this intruxion has the cansent of the

| majority im Morthern Ireland.

Such a right to give ~ or withbold ~ consent is »ll the sore vital when
il i® remezbered that Article 2 of the Constitution of the Repudblic of

:
g ireland reads:
}

"The nationsl territory ooncists of the whole island of Ireland,

its islands and territorial seas™.

The removal of this claim to the territory of Northern Ireland has oot been

sisted by the British Covernwent to be a condition precedent to the Repub-

lic having a forsal say a= to how Bortbern lreland is to be governed.

A country which refuses to withdraw what is tantamount to a claim 10 amnex
the Province is 10 be given & right of interfesrence. Bow in the neme of
sustice csm the people of dortders Ireland be demied the right 3¢ have

their say on the acceptability of such & deal?

Yet the Prime Kinister seess to be determined that the British Parliasent
alone will decide. The Conservative Party will be .mnim to support the
Covermment. The British Ladour Party is already on record as supporting
any deal that suite “the Irisdl® — without knowing wbat is ium the deal and

apperently unconsciows of the iromy that its owm definition of “ibe Irish®

includes Unicpists whom 4bhe deal very definitely will mot mmit.
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There are only fifteem Tojonists in a parliament ol;‘l-dm-l.

The Coverpment's attitode ix in mtark contresi to its positiom oa devolved
government for Noritbermn Ireland. Thix, the Prise Ninister has sxid, can
only be restored ™om s baxis that is acceptadble {0 both mides of the
Commmity™. Thus, when it comes 10 a deal with the Irish Republic which
Dnjonists regard a8 a sell-out, their wice iz to be smmmped in a decision
tsken by the British Parliament a8 & whole. But whben it coses 10 devolved

governeent, Mr Jolm PBuse's S.D.L.P, with one mesber of parliament has a

veto, Is the phuese “fair play™ still part of the English language?

The people of Horthern Ireland bave mot forgotten that when comstitutiomal
changes were proposed for Scotland and Wales iz the nineteen seventies,

the pegple of eack cowniry were comsulied by referendom. In meither case
did the changee inwlveihe imtrution of amotber =tate, Op thix baris
alone the clzim of the people of Northern Ireland to be comsulied — by ref-
erendum or election -~ on the acceptability of the Anglo—Irish proposals is
surely wmsnsyersble,

And if the dea) ie, a8 is arpusd, inmocwus, what bas the Eritish Government
to fear? If wmicnmist politiciane are wrong in alleging thet the joint
committes of ministers snd its secretariate ie of no comstitutionsal signif-
icance, will i1 be beyund the resowrces of the Govermment to correct this
miginterpretation? Or is the resson wly nc snch test is proposed is because

Thioniet politicians are not wrong?
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