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1. THE IRISH MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS SUMMO NED 'ME WrTH 
CUSTOMARY URGENCY TO SEE HIM AT SHORT NOTICE THIS MORNING. 'HE LEFT 
A CABINET MEETING TO SEE ME IN THE TA OISEACH'S WAITI NG ROOM . HE 
READ OUT CAREFULL Y THE TE XT GIVEN IN H I FT. ( I SUBSEQU ENTL Y 
SECURED A COpy OF THIS TEXT FROM LILLI S ON THE UND ERS TAND ING THAT 
IT WO ULD NOT BE REGARDED AS HAV ING BEEN HA NDED OVER-TO ME.) MR BARRY 
SAID THA T HE ALSO WISHED TO MAKE TWO POINTS TO ME " OFF THE 
RECORD"~ FIRSTLY, THEY UND ERS TOOD FROM EXCELLENT SO URC ES IN 
THE BRITISH ARMY THAT THE ARMY REGARD ED THE UDR AS UND ISCIPLI NED AND 
UNRELIABLE. SECONDLY HE WANTED TO STR ESS THA T THE IRISH GOVERNMENT 
THOUGHT THAT THE UDR WAS A SO URCE OF DA NGER AND NOT OF SECURITY, 
THAT IT WAS SERIOUSLY DA MAGI NG TO INTE RCOMM UNA L RELATIONS AND THAT 
IT SHOULD BE DISBA NDED. HE ADDED TH AT HE WAS VERY 'CON CE RN ED AT 
THIS ATTACK ON A STATIO NARY CAR FULL OF JOY RIDERS. YOUNG MEN 
STOLE CARS EVERY NIGHT IN DUBLI N BUT NO-ONE THOUGHT OF KILLI NG THn1 
FOR DO ING SO. 

2. I SAID THAT I HAD NO INFORMATIO N ABOUT THE INCIDENT APART FROrvl 
WHAT HAD APPEARED IN THE IRISH MEDIA. WE COULD NOT ASSUME THAT 
THE DETAILS GIVEN THERE WERE ACCURATE. I WAS NOT GOI NG TO ACCEPT 
WITHOUT FURTHER EVIDENCE THAT THE UDR HAD OPENED FIRE ON A STATIONARY 
CAR. THE JOY RIDERS WHO WENT UNPUNISHED IN DUBLIN DID NOT ATTEMPT 
TO BREAK THROUGH ROAD BLOCKS. AS FOR WHAT HE HAD SAID ABOUT BRITISH 
ARMY VIEWS, I OBSERVED THAT HE SHOULD NOT LISTEN TO GOSSIP. I DID 
NOT THINK 'THAT GOSSIP COULD EVER BE A SATISFACTORY FOUNDATION 
FOR ' POLICY. AT THE SAME TIME I CONFIRMED THAT HMG WERE FULLY AWARE 
OF THE CONCERN OF THE IRISH GOVERNM ENT ABOUT THE UDR. 

3. I SA I D THAT I N RECENT I NTERG OVER ~JM E NTAL EXCHA NGES vIE HAD MAD ElT 
QUITE CLEAR TO THE IRISH SIDE TH AT OU R SECURITY POLICY ' IN 
NORTHER N IRELA ND WAS A MATTER OF SERI OUS CON CERN TO US. WE DID 
NOT PRETEND THAT THE SITUATIO ~~ WAS EASY. vI E THOUGHT THAT UL STER­
ISATION WAS THE RIGHT POLICY. WE DID NOT THI NK THAT A GREA TE R 
BRITISH ARMY PRESE NCE WOULD HELP IN RESOLVI NG INTERCOMM UNAL TENSION S. 
BUT WE WERE NOT SATISFIED WITH THE SIT UA TI ON AS IT WAS AND THAT 
WA S WHY WE WERE DI SCUSS ING IT WITH THE IRISH GOVER NM ENT. HE READ ILY 
ACCEPTED THI S EFF ORT TO PLACE THE INCIDENT IN A WIDER CONTEXT AND 
AG REED THAT THES E v'JERE PROBLn1S \·/H I CH THE 1':.'0 GOVERW,~E ~ : T S SHOUL D 
CONT INUE TO PU RSUE TOG ETH ER. .. .. 

4. LIL LIS, \'JHO \'fAS ALSO P RES E ~" T, SA l!) THLi T THE Y V!ER E: Cm! CERN ED 
ABO UT THE LOCATI ON OF THE ROAD BLOCK . H~ SA ID THA T IN THE SEVE NTIES 
TH I S HAD BEEN A PLACE HHERE PRO TESTM'T TC:P.P.OR I STS H~D 
FREQUENTLY M~B US H ED CA THOLI CS LE.lI. Vp·IG TH E r-'OTOR':/L\ Y TO ENTER THE 
FALLS ROAD AREA. THE INC IDENT SEEMED LI KE A REV IVA L OF SECTARIAN 
ASSASSINATIO N BY PE RSONS I ~ UNIFORM. THE IRISH GOVER NM ENT WAS 
SURPRISED AND UPSET THAT THE 'UD R SHOULD HAVE BEE N DEPLOYED IN THI S 
PLACE. I OFFERED ~J O C OMr~n! T. 

5. SEE MY 2 1FT'S. 

GO OD ISON 
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1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT FROM WHICH MR BARRY SPOKE TO ME. 

2. BEG I NS. I WISH TO CONVEY TO YOU THE OUTRAGE OF THE I RI SH 
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE AT THE KILLING OF A LOCAL YOUTH AND THE 
INJURING OF OTHERS BY MEMBERS OF THE ULSTER DEFENCE REGI MENT THIS 
MORNING IN WEST BELFAST. 

3. THE ARMS OF THE PERSONN EL INVOLVED SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN 
IMMEDIATELY AND THE PERSON NEL SUSPE NDED PENDI NG THE FULLEST 
INVESTIGATION OF THE INCIDE NT. 

4. THE DEPLO YrI; E r~ T OF TH~ UDR I ~~ A ~J1J A RO U ~JD '.'/EST E ~ L FAS T, THE 
AREA OF ~1 0 ST INTENSE ALl Ei'JATI ON OF NA Tl m!A LISTS IN ~': ORTH E P~! IREL MJD , 
IS IN COM PR EHE NSIBLE TO ME. IT IS DIFFICULT TO BELI EV E THA T 
THE BR ITI SH AUTHORITI ES COULD BY N00 HA VE FAILED TO LEARN THAT 
SUCH A PRACTICE COULD RES ULT ONL Y I ~~ FU RTHE R !i L I ::: N ~ TI Cr' : , CmJFRON TAT­
ION AND VI OLENCE. 

5. I WISH TO CONVEY I ~ THE STRONGEST TE RMS THE CON VICTI ON OF THE 
GOVER NM ENT THAT THE UDR SHOULD CEASE FORTHWITH TO BE DEPLOY ED IN 
NATIONALIST AREAS IN NORTHERN IRELMm . I URGE THIS H~ THE I ~JT E R ES T 
OF BOTH SECTIONS OF THE CO MM UNITY IN NO RTHERN IRE LAND , FO R THE 
SAKE OF SECURITY AND COMM UNAL HARMONY AND IN THE INTEREST OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE UDR ITSELF~' THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS AVJARE THAT 
WE .BEL I EVE THAT THE FORCE, I NITS PRESENT FOR ~·1 , SH OULD NOT BE 
DEPLOYED AT ALL. 

6. I BELIEVE THAT THE UD R IS SEE N BY MAN Y LOYALISTS IN N ORTH ER~~ 
IRELA ND AS AN ARMED MILITIA OF THEIR OWN COMM UNITY WH OSE PU RPOS E 
IT IS TO DEFEND THEIR COMM UNITY AGAI NST ATTACK FROM NA TI ONALIST 
EXTREMISTS. I ~(N o\" THAT NA TI ON ALISTS IN N ORT~E R ~! IR ELMm BELIEVE 
THE UDR TO BE AN ARMED INSTRUMENT OF D OM I ~A TI O N OF THEIR COMM UNITY 
BY THE MAJORITY COMMUNITY. NA TI ON ALI STS SEE THE FORCE AS BEING 
NO MORE THAN THE NOTORI OUS SPECIA[ ULSTER CON STABU[ AR Y UNDER 
ANOTHER GUISE: AN ILL-DISCIPLINED, SECTARIAN FORCE, MANY OF WHOSE 
MEMBERS ARE MOTIVATED BY A VE NGEFUL HOS TILITY AG AINST NATI ONALI STS. 
AS SUCH THE UDR IS A DA NGE RO US SOURCE OF D IVI S I O ~ IN NORTHER N 
IRELA ND TODA Y. 

7. I HA VE CONDH1NED A~JD I CO ~!D HH-! TODAY'I,.tI TH THE SAME REP UD LATlor'.! 
AND HORROR 'AS I DO THIS MOR NING' S OUTRAGE , THE MURD ER OF MEMB ERS 
OF THE UDR. I Ar~ DEEPL Y cmJV I NCED THAT THE EX I S T :: ~; C E Mm TH ~ 
MANN ER OF DEPLO YMENT OF THE U~R eV ER THE YE ARS H~ S IN THE EYES 
OF SOM E MISGUI0ED PEOPL E CREATED PRE TEXTS 0H ICH THE Y WO ULD NEVE R 
OTHE R~ I S E HA V ~ HA D FOR THE IPA TO KILL L C Y~ LI S T S I ~ ~eRTPER~ IREL AND 
JUST E~C~USE THE Y ':fE R!:: r'; E \ ' ; ~ E RS ,:;F T j-J~ U~){ . = :':::S . 

GOOD I S O~! 

N N~!N 
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1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE IRISH 
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AT 1230 Z TODAY. 

THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS CONVEYED TO THE BRITISH 
GOVERN MEN T TODA Y THE GRAVE CONCERN OF THE I R I SH GOVER NMENT 
AND PEOPLE AT THE KILLING OF A LOCAL YOUTH AND THE INJURY TO 
OTHERS BY MEMBERS OF THE ULSTER DEFENCE REGIMENT THIS 
MORNING IN WEST BELFAST. 

THE MINISTER SAID THAT THE ARMS OF THE PERSON NEL INVOLVED 
SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN IMMEDIATELY AND THE PERSONNEL SUSPENDED 
PENDING THE FULLEST INVESTIGATI ON CF THIS INCIDENT. 

HE STATED THAT THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE UDR I N AND AROUND WEST 
BELFAST, THE AREA OF MOS T INTE NS E ALIENA TION OF NA TIONALISTS IN 
NOR THERN I RELA~D, WAS INCOMPREHENS IBLE TO H I ~ . IT ~AS DIFFICULT 
TO BEL IEVE THA T THE BR ITI SH AUTHORIT I ~S COULD BY NOW HAVE FAILED 
TO LEAR~ THAT SUCH PRACTICE COULD RESULT ON LY IN FURTHER 
ALIENATION, CONFRO ~: TATI ON AND VIOL~r-: c~ . 

HE CONVEYED IN THE STRONG EST TER~S THE CON VICTION OF THE 
GOVER NM ENT THAT THE UDR SHOULD NOT BE DEPLOYED I N NA TI ONAL IST 
AREAS IN NORTHERN IRELA ND . HE URGED THIS IN THE INTERESTS OF 

"BOTH SECTIONS OF THE COMMUN ITY IN NORTH~RN IRELA ND , FOR THE 
SAKE OF SECURITY AND COM~1UNA L HAR~10N Y MJD IN THE INTEREST OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE UDR ITSELF. 

THE MINISTER SAID HE 'v/AS CO NVINCED THAT THE UDR "JAS SEEN BY 
MANY LOYALISTS IN NORTHERN IRELA ND AS AN ARMED MILITIA OF 
THEIR OWN COMMUNITY WHOSE PURPOSE IT WAS TO DEFEND THEIR 
COMMUNITY AGAINST ATTACK FROM NA TI ONAL IST EXTREMISTS. THE 
NATIONALISTS IN NORTHERN IRELA ND BEL IEVED THE UDR TO BE AN ARMED 
INSTRUMENT OF DOMINATION OF THEIR COMMUNI TY BY THE MAJORI TY 
CO MM UNITY. AS SUCH 'THE UDR WA S A DANGEROUS SOURCE OF DIVISION 
IN NORTHERN IRELA ND . 

THE M I N I STE R SA I D HE HAD CO ND E~1N ED .4 ~!D HE COND EMN ED AGA 1 N, \v I TH 
THE SA ME REPUDIATION AND HORROR, AS HE DID THIS MORN ING 'S 
KILL ING , THE ~ URDER OF MEMB ERS OF THE UDR. 

GOOD IS ON 

NN~JN 
G 
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