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At the Secrctlry J! Statc & suggestion, Mr Bume and he met informally

in the Bouse of Commons on the evening of 22 Movermber. A discussion l
lasting an bour followed.

r 9 Mr Bume said that the situation was serious. He thought that ¢
difficulty had been caused by some of the things said by the Prime ¢ |
Minister and by the Secretary of State at their press conferences. i
The Secretary of State attempted to pat what had been said in context,
Mr Bume had commented that, because of the historical background,
when an Englishman and an Irish nationalist disagreed, the tendency
was for the Irish nationalist to feel humiliated. This explained
some of the emotional reaction that had occurred.

L Kr Hume said that he was to visit Dublin within the next few
days, to discuss patters with both parties (this was taken to mean
FPine GCael and Fianna Fail, rather than the Irish Labour Party).
Mr Hume would then take stock with other leading members of the
SDLP, Meanwhile, Mr Rume would try to keep under control those of
his menbers who were liable to express extreme reflex reactions.
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4. In passing, Mr Hume volunteered that he had always been dubious ‘

about suggestions that a referendus might be held on Articles 2 and 3 {

of the Irish constitution, becnu-elhc doubted the ability of the {

Irish Government to carry such a referendux. The Secretary of State {

noted this, and deployed in some detall, for Mr Bume's own information, i

his own thouqh£ that a way forward might be provided by a joint g

comaission which, inter alia, might provide the Irish Government with 1
a reqular forum for expressing worrics or grievances on behalf of

mationalists. Mr Bume listened to the Secretary of State's exposition, 1

bot did not comment. ]
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5. The Secretary of State asked Nr Hume what he thought the Government
could do to calm things down. Mr Hume made two suggestions. First,

it would be helpful if the Prime Minister could find an opportunity

k0 say that the Forum Report had been stimulating and useful, even
though the solutions it proPdied were not acceptable to BNG. (The
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Secretary of State has asked me to add that Mr Michael Mates NP

wade a similar suggestion to him earlier in the day.) Secondly,
Kr Bume suggested that the Secretary of State should find the
opportunity to make a speech coﬁmtntmg on the prohlems of
the national ist community. This could cover difficulties over
jobe (including the crisis at the Molins factory im Londonderry,
and the failure of De Lorean in Mest Belfast), and also the
casvalties suffered in the troubles (perhaps with particular
reference to Newry and Strabane). A speech of this kind would
be very helpful in showing understanding of the difficalties.
As to Molins, Mr Hume was fnll of praise for the efforts
made by Dr Boyson to find a way of saving the factory from havimg
to close.

6. The Secretary of State pressed Mr Hume to suggest how talks
among the parties in Northerm Ireland might be promoted. Mr Hume
did mot guestion the need for such talks. Not surprisingly,

Mr Hume could pot see how such talks could develop within the
Morthern Ireland Assembly. Mr Hume thought the best course would
be for him to have separate talks with ecach of the leaders of the
tUP, the DUP and the Alliance Party. He undertook to try to do
this and to let the Secretary of State know the outcome.

1. The Secretary of State welcoaed Nr Hume's suggestion, He
explained to Mr Hume that, at the back of his mind, he had the
thought that at a later stage it might be helpful to ask some
suitable person to undertake ‘back-to-back' diplomacy, acting as
an 1ntmédiary between the party leaders. The Secretary of State
added, however, that he was not wedded to this idea, and had not
yet @:mnldarod who might be suitable to act as interepediary or what
the terms of reference might be. Mr Hume expressed interest in the
idea and said that, if it were pursued, a suitable intermediary
might be Mr Robert Jackson MP. Mr Hume said that both he and

Dr Paisley knew Mr Jackson well from the time when Mr Jackson had
baen a member of the Eurgpean ParlLMt. and that Mr Jackson was
both wery intelligent and trustworthy.

ﬁ. The Secretary of State and Mr Hume agreed that, in answer to
any press enquiries, itshould be said that he and the Secretary of
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““tate had met at the Secretary of State's suggestion; that they
.iad taken stock of the outcome Of the Anglo-Irish Sumpit and events
since; that Mr Bume had expransed his criticisms of things that
had been 2a1d at the press conferences; and that the Secretary of
State had made clear that the Government's priority was to give
effect to the teras of the communigué, which had set out the gulde-
lines for future activity, :

. 1 am recording scparately a brief discussion which the Secretary
of State and Mr Hume had on the same occasion about the Elections
{Boarthern Irelapd) Bill.
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