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PRIME MINISTER

Ladies and Gentleren:

Dr. FitzGerald and I have today signed a serious and
solern agreerent, which signifies the way ahead in relations
between our twc countries and tovarda pesce and reconciliation
in Northern Ireland.

The Agreement has three main elenents:

& precarble which includes our total rejection of vialerce
and our recognition of the validity of both traditions in

Borthern Ireland;

an article in which the two governwents affira that any
change in the status of Northern Ireland would only come about
with the consent of a majority of pzople of Northern Ireland,
which recoghises that the present wish of a majority 1s for no

change and decl;ral thet if in the future a majority formally

congent to & united Jreland, the two governaents will support

legislation accordingly;
and the third elerment: articles establishing
a new intergovernaental conference concerned both with Northeran

Sreland and with relations between the two parts of Ireland,

The Irish Republic will be able to put forvard view and
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PRIMNE NINISTER (CONTD.)

proposals §n the conference on stated sspects of Worthern Irelend
offairs, and Setermined 2fforts will be made to resolve any
édifferences.

%e shall also be putting forward views, in perticules
on cross-border cooperdtion end ascurity. but slso on econoric,
social and cultural matters, includang the enhancenent of
cross-border cooperation in coebatting terrorise.

Tull responsibilaty for the decisions and adrinistration
of governrent will renain with the United Kingdom mnorth of the
border and with the Republic south of the border.

The conference will be serviced by & secretarist on a
continuing basis.

¥e have also issued today a comsmunique on our meeting
which says that the nev intergovernmental conference will
conCentrate in its initial meetings on relations between the
msecurity forces and the manority comaunity in Northern Ireland,
on ways of improving security cooperation between the two
governnents, and on secking seasures whick would underline the
importance of public confidence in the adrinistration of justice.

By promoting peace and stability ard by enhancing our
cooperation against terrorisr, the agreement will brimg benefitsy
to all the people of Northern Ireland, 1 hope that it will
elao Open the way for moves towards devolution in Northera
Irelend,

On behalf of the United Kingdoa, I went into thia

agrevaent because I vos not prepared to tolerate a situation

of continuing violence. I want to offer hope to young people
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PRIMI KMINISTER (CONTD.)

3 believe ip the Union and thet it wil) last as long es
the majority so wish. 3 point out that the legitimacy of the
uvnionist position has bren yecognised Dy the Republic In a fora.l
international agreement.

Cooperation in the intergoverraental conference ir a
tvo-way astreel. Me shald wishr to pursue matters affeciing the
Republic in the interests of the people of Northern Treland,
for instance, improved security cooperation and economic
cooperation. The spirit of the agreesent 1a not one of each
interfering in the other's affairs; at 1a of both sides workin
together on problexs which affect both the North and the Republ:c

The agreement is a positive incentive to devolwe governrern:
in Northern Ireland, becavse if a systea of devolved governsent
acceptable to both romsmunities can be devised, then the matters
sith which the devolved government deals will be taken out of tle
hands ©f the intergovernmental conference. e shall be doing cur
uteost to achieve that devolved governrent.

Yo sun up: we entered into tl;u agreezent to defeat the
men of violence and to bring peace and stability. Me enter irnic
this agreement in good fajth. We shall do everything to make jt
aucceed. Whether 4t works will deperd also on the will of th:
people and ] hnpe- that they will seize the chance which the
aQreement Qives. Indeed, we call on all people of good wil) rc
Join us in building peace and stability in Northern Ireland.

Thank you!
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._lg . YITRCIRALD

I would like, at the outset, to echo those concluding
words of the Prime Minister,

Throughout these negotiations, the Irish Goverpment's
approach has been to seck ways of securing recognition of and
respect for the rights and aspirations of both traditions in
thie 1sland: @ process which pust of its nature contribute
2130 to better relations between the peoples of Ireland and
Britain,

A majority of Irish people share the aspiration to Irish
unit to be achieved peacefully and by agreement. That 48 the
Nationaliat positijon, It is obvious that the Bratish Prime
Minister and T have core to these negotiatinna with different
historical perspectives and as it vere, with different tatle
Geeds, but we have been able to sgree about what would and what
would not happen in the future,

The sgreement affiras clearly that any change in the
status of Northern Ireland would only come about with the consent
of @ majority of the people of Northern Ireland. The agreexent
recognises that the present vish of a majority of the people of
Worthern Ireland is for mno change. The agreement qo;. on to
say that, if in the future. » majority of the people of Northern
Ireland clearly wish for and formally consent to the fulfilment
of the nationalist ’lpllﬂtlbh, the two governments will act to
implerent that wish by introducing and supporting legislation
in their parliaments,.

The agreexent thus sakes provision for the nationaliet
aspiration to unity in the only conditions in which the mationalist
people of lrslend, the constitutional nationaliste, seek of would

accept this fulfileent - without vioclence and with the consent
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©f a majority in MNorthern Irelsnd. The corellary of this fe

that the MNorthern Unionist have for the first timeg a commitment
in the forr of an internationsl sgreerent that & change in the

s1atus of Northern Jreland such as would be involved £p 8 move

to Irish politacal unity would mot take place without the consenr.

of a msjority {n Northern Ireloend.

On the Yris)k aide, these negotiations were precedel by .
process of consultation involving & review of traditional
sttitudes by the constitutional nationalist parties of this
faland through the New Ireland Forom. The Forus ‘s Report
provided a basis for the Irish Government's arproach to this
negotiation. The agreement, as it has nox eserged, 39 fully
consistent with the principles proposed in Chapter S, paragrap):
of that Report.

(Irish)

As I have just said inm Yrish,K our purpose to secure eqLi )
recognition and yespect for the two identities an Northern
Ireland, hatjonalists can how raise their heads knowing that
their position is - and is seen to be - on an equal footing with
that of members of the Unionist comcunity.

As the repult, we will be creating conditfons in which
the Rationalist comeunity §in the north can more readily adenuify
with the structures of governrent in a way that will help peace
end atability to exerge in this island, for the Unionist
compunity, who have suffered the most tragic and repulsive
onslaught on their right to life and wellbeing, this agreesaent

offers & way forward toward the restoration of normal Jife withoy-

T NS iy ol N i, st

o TR Y R, & Py




DR. FITLGERALD (CONTD.)
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violence or fear. . Thias agreenent thus involves no abandonment
of nationalist aspirations, nor any thieat to wnionist righus,
but it does offer a prospect for progress toward peace aod
justice for ncrthern mationalists and of peace and stability
for ncrthern unionists.

There are no victors nor any losers, but if what has beer
agreed is iwplerented in full good faith - as J believe and knew
it will be - all of the people of Northern Ireland wil) gain; sc
indeed wil) the peoples of the rest of Ireland and Great Britain
who, though not on the scale of Northern Ireland, have suffered
fror terrorism ard who for many years have had to carry together
a heavy burden of security costs and in the case of ay statre,

have also suffered econonic losses.

As & person with close friendships on the nationslist

side and close fanily bonds on the unionist side, I want to addce it
myself directly to the people of Northern Ireland. To
natioralists and uvnionists alike,k I appeal: look st and evaluat -
this agreexent, not a3 aome people in both corrunities who are
corzitted to maintaining divisions and hatreds will atrempt to

portray it, bur for what it 1is}

SsEBERPARNRTE
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JOHN SIMPSON (BBC TELEVISION NINE, LONDON)

May I ask both the Yacisesach and the r:i-e Ninister:
in the é&nt.ﬁtt ?nl only been possible to get a form of words,
an ibrcoucni._by being asmbiguous about some of the central
elerents lboﬁt:vhe:c these agreements go to. Do you thamk
this time ydu.h;ve panaged to avoid asbiguity, or are t‘er.
al) aorts ot'thﬁngs which both of you, and both your
governaents, d;d‘both your oppositions perhaps, will interpret

in different ways?

DR. FITZGERaLD_i

1 cannot speak for anything other than ay Covernnent,
but J believe that what we have here is clear and unanmbiguous.
e have tried to avoid any guestion of arbiguity, because I
think it i1s important - if people are to have security, it
they are to feel safe - they must know with certainty what is
involved, and I pélieua this agreement has that particular

characteristic, Q%ich I think is of great irporiance.
e

-

PRIME WINISTER

We have tried to make it clear. If you have any
questions on ambiguity, perhaps you woulé ask ther now and ve

might be able to resolve thes, but 1t is meant to be clear.

QUESTION

The agreeaent talks about the devolving of powers

within Morthern Ireland. To whom will the powers be devolved?
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!RINL MINISTER

But as you know, 3t has been the tradition in Northern
Ireland that they have their own devplved Assesbly. So far, we

have not been able to reach agreement between the two corrunities

as to an acceptable form of devolution. We hope that that will

cone about. ¥hen it cozes about, they will dea) with most of
the satters under the agreesxent, As they take over the matters
at present dealt with under the intergovernsental conference, 3C
the intergovernmental c¢chiferance will have fewer matiers to deal
with and gradually, the people of Northern Ireland will be
resporsible for their own future under the devolved arrangenent.
Me have not yet been abtle to agree to the kind of devolved
arrangement. He hope that this agreement will gradually lead

to such a devplved arrangement,

BRIAN FARROW ("TODAY, TOXIGHT", RTL)

Could I ask & three-part question to the Taoiseach and
the Prime NMinister: :

First, in terms of the pationalist population, &nd
parliculnrly those vh? feel oppressed, for instance, by the
apecial court system, what is here in this agreemsent in the
short-terns for thenm?

For the unionist population, particularly for their
leaders, some of whon were protesting out here this morning,
what is there for them? |

And in teros of the obligation of the conference 1o make
deterrined efforts to resolve dufferences. how binding is that

oebligation?
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DR. FITZGERALD

Perhaps 1 will try and ansver that first.

So far as tlis courtis arc eoncarnes, ths comyunigue makes
clear what is in fact in the agreement, that we will be seeking
measurea at the inatial meeting, indeed, of the conference; W&
shall give substantial expression to the air of underlining the
importance of public confidence in the administration of justaice.
Mow that is to be done wil) be & matrer for the conference.

Mith regard to the vnionist population, I think - and I
hope I have made it clear - it is clear in the agresment - that it
is set out here in a binding way that Irish political unity would
come about only with the consent of 2 majority: and that ought
to be reassurance, just as the recognition of and the maintenance
of the aspiratjon to unity and the comnitment of both governsent:.
including the British Governrent, to the introduction and suppert
of legisletion for Irish unity if a majority in its favour
energes, should be a reassurance to everybody of the nationalist
tradition in this 1s)and.- :

The obligation to resolve differences is one that botk

governnents, 3ib good faith, will take with the urzost seriousness.

Me rccognise that any failure to do that would be irmensely
damaging and our.coxmitrent 1s total and J believe

the good faith on both sides is total.

PRIXL RINISTER

I think perhaps ¥ could add to that reply. you asked
sspecially what was in it for the unionists, and I would like

to respond to your guestion, First, the assurance of no
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change in the status of Ncrthern Ireland without their consent.
Ard secondly, this is the first time the legitimacy of the
unionist position hes -been recognised by the Republic in a
formal international agreedsnt. Third, increased cooperation
with the South on security and other matters. Fourth, support
for devolution fros both governnsents, and as that becomes more
and more effective, &0 the intergovernmental conference becowmes
less and less sagnificant and the peoples of Ncrthern Ireland
together sake the decjsions about their future: and
you will have noticed that in the communique it is the intention
of the Republic to sccede to the European Convention on
Suppression of Terrorise. That matter has. of course, to go©
before their Dail. So there i1s a great deal in it, 1in addition
to the hope of breaking the violence and therefore living lives
in peace and stability, which Is perhaps the most important thing
of ell.

and I would just like to take this. cpportunity,

particularly on what has been a rather sad day for the security

gorces, to pay tribute to thelr most excellent work and their

abiding loyalty.

EAMOXN NALLCLIDOM’“TOHH RADIO, BELFAST)

prime Minister Thatcher, can you put your hand on your
heart and say that there is no diminution o® soverelgnty in
this document?

And secondly, should the loyalist population - the
unionist population - vent their anger on the irish Republic,
given that they say they have no target in Northerms Jreland

against which they can vent that snger. will you wake this deal
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atick? In other words, will you stand up to the unionist

population if they vent thelr anger in this way?

EFI"E KINISTER

The honourable member of the press has not sort of

disappoxnted pe! tiauqhterl Haz not disappointed me in the
kind of gquestion which he ask¥.

There is no derogation ©f sovereignty. That 1is msde
clear in the agreement. It is made clear that we will strive
to resolve differences. put in the last resort, the decisions
and responsibility for administration ot affairs north of the
border yemain with the United Kingdom, Responszblllty and
decisions south of the berder, remain vith the Republic. I do
hope that the honourable wember of the press will take a very
constructive vaevw towards this agreerent, because honestly and
earnestly believe it 1S in the interests of all of the people

who reside in Nor thern Irelend and I &o not want talk of the

difficulties. I know there will be those. but I jus*® hope that

the overwhelsing sajority of people who pelieve in freedom,

democracy and ju;tice will combine together tO make this agrecsent

work - includang honourable xeabers of the pressi

JONN COONLY ("IRISH TIMES™)
can 1 put three clarifications to you and one possible
ambiguity: the three points of clarification:
Firstly, will the secretariat be based in Belfast?
secondly, will the agrecment go to the United Nations

oes it then have a treaty atatus? and,




thirdly, the economic assistance, does this involve aa
210 package of a Marshall Aid scale frow President Reagan?

The point of ambiguity is on page 4 of the coemunique,
st the very bottom, where you say that determinesd efforts will be
wade to resolve any differences between the two governments.
¥hat happens in » situstion where your determined efforts have
not resolved the differences? Kho yesolves the differences in

those cases? Does it go to the UN or who?

PRIKE MINISTER

Oh no! Look at the agreerent!

Can I just answer the first three guestions first, and
then the fourth one that you put.

First, it is expected that the secretariat will sit irn
Relfast. It is expected. 0f course, we are subject to
security advice. It 15 expected the secretariatr will sit an

Belfast. 3

Jt s expected, becsuse it is normal, that agreesents

reached between two sovereign powers tend to be registered at tte

United Kations.

Your third point, ashould the United States see fit,
because it iz pleased that we have come to an arrangexent, to give
econosic help, that of course would be very welcome., It §s, of
course, no part - and never was any part - of the agreement.

¥ith regard to your lest point. WNith respect to you,
the agreement is clear. Of course we tiy the level best we can
Ao resolve diffexences. That s in the spirit of cooperation

of the whole agreement, becauge we are both anxious to end
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PRIME MINISTER (CONTD.)
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violence. 1f we sare not able to, then each cf uc is responsible

for reaching our own decision on the matter, and that jis cleer

from the agreement. So it is the two who then resolve into thefr
positions and sake their own decisions. There is no =uch thing
as »n arbitrator. It 15 an agreement between the two of us and

we B¢t in accordance with the terms of the agreement which you have.

DR, FITIGERALD

Could I just add that there may be other Countries in
Europe or elsewhere which might also wish to show thelr support
end solidarity with what we are seeking to achieve by adding
their contributior to sny aid that might come from the United

States,.

NORMAN STOCKTON (ULSTER TELEVISION, BELFAST)

Mrs. Thatcher, having conceded through the conference what
the unionists have always resisted - a direct influence for Dublin
in the running of this part of the United Xingdom - Enoch Powell
will doubtless consider his accusation of treachery made yesterday
to have been fulfilled, and so will a great many people in

Northern Irceland.

PRIME MINISTER

I hope that they will look at the agreement accurately.
The Republic, of course, has always been 3ble to put forward its
views, It now has a regular means of doing so, That is with
the purpose of trying to bring to an end the violence which we
have 21l suffered in Northern Ireland and in trying to get peace

and stability,K which will be to the advantage of all people,
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especlally including the urlonists in Mcrthern Ireland, #s well ss
to the matienalists.
¥t 15 quite clear from the agreenent that decisions

rem3in north of the border with the Government of the United

Kingdox. Decisions zouth of the border remain with the Republac.

8o there is no derogstion froeo sovereignly, and 1 want to xay this
to the people who have the viewpoint which you indicated:

First, do you not wish to join in trying to end the
violence, and second, 40 you mot think that you owe it to the
bravery of all those young men and woken in the security forces
who put their lIives at risk in order to defend us? Do you mot
think you owe it to thee positively to help in bringing this

agreesent to a successful conclusion?

DAVID ROSE (ITHN)

You say what the priorities will be for the mew
conference, but may Y ask the Prime Ninlste; in & 1ittle more
detail to say how she believes it can help to improve security
an:c.‘. ask the Taociseach how he believes it can help to drprove and

reflect ‘the aspirations of the nationalist minority?

PRINE MINISTER

I believe that it will help security through the very
declaration of closer cooperation and we shall trensfer it from a2
declaration into deeds. e shall be in close contact on these
matters and we are both resolved to take every step to end

violence in Northern Ireland and to sake provision for views to

be knowvn through democratic means, first by closer cooperation,
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PRINE MINISTER (CONTD.)

leadlrté to successful devolved government in which both traditlons
will be represented, - Please do not lose sight of that objective:
that if this works, the intergovernzental conference and
secretariat 1s in a way an interis to getting lccgptabie devolyed
Qoveruen:';uhich the peoples of Northern Treland will take ovar

the decisions. pntil that comes, it is cooperation with uiltimate

decisions being made by the United Xingdos and the Republic.

DR. FITZIGERALD

The conference will reflect the aspirations of the
nationalist minority first in the spirit of the agreexent. The
agreeoent sets out, in the preaable, the '-'cknovledgmm by both
governeents - British as well ac Irish - of the rights of those
who aspire to a sovereign united Ireland achieved by peaceful

means and through agreesent. It recognises and respecta the

jdentities of the two comsunities ig Northern Ireland, and

jnvolves a commitment to a society free froa discrimjnation and

' dmealararnc~a: the n;mhrtunit,v for both chnitics to participate

fylly in the _st_xuctur.es and processes :n{ governaent. That i3
the basis on which the agreement is built, set out io the
preasble.

The stroctures established, the ones through which the
-1nority coraunity can have the opportunity of identifying with
the atructures of governzent, as they have pot felz able to déo
hitherto, and within those structures of governoent, the Irish
Government will be playing & role of putting forvard views and
propossla with the cosajtment of the British Governrent to make

every effort to reach agresement - determined efforts to reach
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agreessnt - ob these lssves, and through the conference,
probless, dlf!icultle;, ways in which the 1ﬂtntity or rights of
the nliorit, comnsunity may hitherto wmot Rave been glven full
reflection gan be be deali with throvgh a process totally new.
At the same time, the aspiration to Irlsh'unit resalics, and has
{ndeed besn given & degree of recognition mot hitherto given ﬁy
a British Government, including the co;litntnt not serely to
support the necessary BeASLTER if a majority ip favour of a
united Ireland smerges, bni in fact, a commitment to introduce
chea io their parliament - somathing not hitherto included in

any dsclaration or statewent by the British Governaent,

JIN DOUGALL (RTE)

I wonder to what extent the Taciseach, on one side,
on the matfomalist side, snd the Prime Winfater on the other,
vill be trying to exert influence on tbe two cossunities in

Morthern IYreland to actually participate in devolved qov.ru.tit!

DR . PITIGERALD

Yes, the agreénent sets out that both our governsents

support devolved governzent, on the kind of basiz, snd the only
kind of baﬁls, which the British Govermzenl has been willing to
contesplate since 1972 - one that would have croes-comsunity
aupport, ose that would involve the minority ss well as the
sajorivy. we pot only swpport it, but we will @o anything we
can 10 prosote that, and as the Prise Ninister has pointed out,

4t s ® very important spd relevant part of this agr...gﬁt thst
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brought about and if unionists and matlionalists can find means of
vorlinq together in & process of devolved qovarmeni, thea 4in
thoss areas the conference will mo longer have a kol- to play.

I Delieve that that is an ieportant and constructive part of the
sgreemeat, offering an incentive to the unfonist cosaunity to
move towards devolved governeent and one which I think is very

constructive.

PRINKE MINISTER

I cannot offer you a sudden recipe for édevolved governaant,
It v!ll Bot be easy to find. I bope that this agreesent will make
it less aifficult than it has been in the past. Its pu:rpo“ is to
try to briisg together and to support all of those peocple in
Worthera Ireland who wish to end violence and to proceed in a
democratic way. That is its purpose. WMNe really entered this
sgreeaent ia good faith, um-ltly to bring that about. The

Taoiseach, as a nationalist and republican, syself as a unionist

and a loyailsi. I{ we can enter this sgreeaen’ in that spirit,

I hope that many other pecple will be able to 8o 86 and Follow our
lead as well,

DAVID PAGE (WBC, UNITED STATES)

Priwe Minister, speaking to unionists over the past fevw
days, ®ven before they had aeen the ‘agreement, a musbar have
referred to it as & potential sell-out and have rainod-ih. spactre
of average folks - .unionists who never previocualy took up vespons -
of average unionists taking to the streets and producisg vialence.
Cbulﬂ you addrass that §s8swe &nd tell us what you wou
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DAVID PAGE {CONTD.)

average naionist to take out of this agreement and do?

PRINE MINISTER v

¥hat T wish the average unionist - and I as a wnionist and
& loyaliat wmyself - {3 %o accept that we entered into this
&greenant in good faith to end violence. WViolence is totally
incompatible with proceeding by political desocracy. Yo end
violence, which will be in their interests more than in the
intereats of anyone else, becauvse they have an assurance in the
&QTeeaent that there will be no change in the status of Morthern
Ireland without thnir consent. And yes we do call upon moderate
people who wiah to proceed by deaocracy everyvhere to say wiolence
i3 no way apg Just joinm with us 1n trying to make this agreement
wOrk.

It gives a fresh Opportunity and I hope that people ujfi

ssize it,

DR, FITEGERALD

Kay I just #44 to that and reeind you of the closing words
of Uhgt I said ar the outset, when I ;x!wd na_tit_malhtnnd
unionizsts alike to ook at and evaluate this agreement, not as
sone people in both communitjes comritted to laintaining Givisions
and hatreds will attespt to portray it, but for what it 1s. Mot

for what it bag been and speculated to be, but for what it is.

SIAN O'BROURKE (THE IRISA PRESS, DUBLIN)

Taoissach, would it be fair to Categorise this conferesce

&8 belng something which transcends the confines of Morthers

n.“m MR SEOR  ahaa - -
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Ireland Dut which i1s simed at bringing about an iptersal set of
arrangesents which will subseguently become more iaportant than
the confarence jtself?

PR. FITIGERALD

It transcends the-boundu.ie'a of Northern Ireland because
it favolves both our governsents in seeking to resclve the¢ probles
in Worthern Ireland and bringing peace and ;tabnity to Hortherp
Jrelazd.

SIAR O 'ROURKE

But 45 it mimed 8t bringing about sn internal systea of

goverameat in the morth?

BR. PITZGERALD
It is certainly aimed at - and it would be part of our

ebjective to sncourage the developoent of devolved governsent in
which both sjdes participlt.. It also, an the obe hand, assures
unionists that Xrish political '||Lrut.;mlld /oot be brought about
save with the consent of the majority of Northern Ireland. On
the other hand, it shows nationaliests that if that consent ip
there, the British Governsent and our Governsent, will introduce
and pupport tbhe mecessary legislation,

I think 1t ia the case that there have alvayes been Irish

oationalists who heve felt that lriﬁin had an interest in

forthern Ireland thet tranacended the question of the views and
wiahes of the people there, and that even 1f » sajority in

. M KRR TN s b, S TAGMR

prey s
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Dx. PIYIGIRALD (CONTD.)

. Morthern Ireland wighed to join a united Ireland, that Britais

aight hﬁe a continuing interest and might wish to bang on to
in those circumstances;
Rortherd Ireland/ but the agreesent sakes it chlt that Br.u:nin

has o soch ioterest,

Emm

But is it the hope 6f the two governmants that the

conference will become less and less isportant and that devolvad

goverament would coos about and that would be the primary fora of

the ad=lnistration of Rorthern Ireland?

DR. PITEIGERALD

It is our hope that devolved government will cn.e about.
If thatl happens, then the conference would po longer hava a rols
to play im the aress for wvhich devolved governssnt would be
responsible, but it would continue to be concerned with other

aress such as securlty, buman rights, guestions of identity.

pAY COx (TODAY, TONIGHT, XIX]

Prime Minister, i 1 car put » duestim to yo on the
issve of édevolution. You talk about seeking devolution {n
Bortbern Ireland on & basiz which vé;;ld secure widespread
acceptance throughout thé¢ compunity. We recently heard a member

of your party, a seaber of the turopoin Parlimment, who MM

the Asseadly to evolve the devolution report, im that Catherwood

Report the unionists ougqutid that it would be accaptadble t¢ thes

as a forsula or a récipe for devolution, but two-thirds support
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gecipe for you gor Gevolution !

“comment also trom the vapisesch as to bis

the Catherwood Report and its recipe for davolu

_pmIME WIRISTER

Mo, I cannot give & sudden recipe. The whole utnre of

that we have to yeach & concluaioa urct by

comsunities to get ar agreesent which 1s acceptable o thes both .
we canpot cose to & conclusion before the discussions have taken
place sod indeed, I do mot koow when discussions vill start. But
the opportunity is thers for both the unionlsts snd for the

son-violent pationslists to say: "de oow want to work together

gn & Gsvolved assambly?”  What that recipe vould be, 1 @0 mot koow.

gt would sot be in the .plr.lt of the agreement to Iy 1o impose

oone, but O gry to reach one by discussion.

pm. PITEGERALD

we will try %O lelp that proccss -nd indeed, the
agreescat provides that our g_ournntnz canp nkc proposals asd put
forwvard viewsa with regard to this process of devolutica, but as
the Prime ninister bas paid, ultinately t.hg quastion of sescuring
the participatioe of representatives of both comsunities i

d"'nlnd government had to be ooe for them.

s

-
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SIAR DUGGAN (RT EEZNS, DUBLIN)

5til) oo dcv_ﬁlntjon - 1 address this to Taciseach and
Prime Minlster - od-.plgi 1] of this agreesent, it states that
abould it prove l_np-;uihle to achieve devolution, the conferencs
shall be a frasework within wich thes Irish Ganrn-;nt_ say put
fo;vard views on proposals for major legislation, sajor pol1icy
issues, which at pr ‘ant -ara within the perviev of the Horth.g_rn
Ireland Departments and which resain the responsibility, at the
moment, of the BSecCretary of State for Ilorthi-rn Iuilnd. lo;r,
does that ﬁply that should they fail to reach agreesent on
devolnt.im, Dublin will be givea an even greater imput intg tha

running of the north?

DR. FITEIGERALD

The procedure of the conference is that itj: responsibil-
ities extend to these areas also nntii such time as - and we hope
it will be scon - agreerent is reached on devolved governament.
Ontil that time, yes, we will be puptlng forwvard vicfl and
proposals om questims of policy lnd.ltginll_tinn in #OIt.Iurn
Ireland. If devolved government is agreed, the conference will
no lénger have that role to play. ‘It will f£a]) back on playing
a role in relation to the matters which _unl continue to be the

rezponsibility of the British Govarnment.

PRI WINISTER

They can always put !onu.rd views., Obviously, there is
pow a regular arrangesant Suring which views are put lqnurd, and

an effort to resch agreesaent, You will notice that the lut:

i
i
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PRINE RINISTER (CONTD.)

part of that particular aub-paragraph fs in keeping with the

reést of the .gretten; about decisions and that ft says: ™withim
the perviev of Northern Ireland Departments and which rewain the
responsibility of the Becretary of State for Northern Irelind' 80

it i all in keeping with the tone of the agreesent az a whole.

DAVID DAVERPOWER (OTE NEMS)

_Could Y ssk the Tadiseach, given that t}is agreement
recognises Lhe legitimecy of the uniocnist position, how he
reconciles that with the constitutional claim to the island of
Ireland Deing the territory of the Republic? And Could Y ask
the Prime Minister how it is intended that the majority of the

people of Northern Ireland covld be ascertained?

PRINE RIWISTER

With a border poll.

DR. PITIGERALD

As faf 85 the firest guestion 1s éonccrned, what is therw

represents the view of the Forum; which recognised the legitimay
of the scose of Britishness and indeed of Protestantiss, of the
unionist -ljoritf in Northern Ireland. It 1a an acho of the
Forua Report, in which all the natgonallat parties recognised
these rights and aspirations, just as they sought to have
recognised the rights and aspirations of the minority natiomall-:
c;-lnnlty im Morthern Ireland to be part of the grester
pationalist coamunity in the island as » whole.




PRIME EDIISTER

Az you know, there is at present provisioa {n lavw for @
- poll to be held from tise to time adbout the views of the people in
Morthern Ireland. -Thlt provision rexains, unless wa were ever to
substitute it By an improved ome. At the moment, that provision

resains and is expected to remaio.

jettiaow

¥ould the conference take the decision on whether to kold

such a pollr

PRIME MINIZTER

No, that is a matter for the Government of the Dnited
Kingdom, as i3 every other decizion finally, 4f we cannot reach

agresaent.

JOBE COLX (BAC) -

One guestion for the Prise Winister on mixed courts, plaasu,;
and ods for the Taciseach on extradition,

¥e bave had references to aixpd courts at these
conferences for some years now. When does the Prime Ninister
expect that they will exist?

What does the taniieach thipgk the European Convention,.,...
what implications does it have for extradition acd pirticularly
for the probleas that has always ul_alained to us about the Irieh

constitution in tha} respect?

© PRONI CENT/3/9
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PRINE RIWISTER

We agreed in good faith to consider the possidbility of
mixed courts without Cosmitment. We know from past experience
the difficulties, and ca#not yet s¢e our way around thes, but we
agreed in good faith to consider this matter among otherw, ss coe
possibility which may bring greater confidence and faith of.ﬂll of
the people ¢f Morthern Ireland in the system of administration of

levw and justice.

DR. FPITIGERALD

On extradition, I said 1t is the intention of the Irish
Governsent to accede as ;oon 88 possible to the Convention for
the Suppression of Terrorism, There did exist a constitutional

fepedivent to this in the form of the decisions taken by & High

-Court In a series of extradition cases. Decisiods of the Suprese

Court in 2 nusber of cases have removed the constitutional
iapedi=nent. What the coarunique says i2 that both aides are
commitied to work for early progress in relations betveen the
aecurii; forces qnd the minority community in Worthera irul&a&,
ways of laproving security cooperation batween the two govermmwnts,
and iockinq scasures which will give substantial expression to {h.
sim that there s public confidence im the adainistration of
justice. It ie againat this background that the Irizsh Covernment
has annovnced its intentioca to accede as soon 8s possible to the
Suropein'Convnntlon for the Buppro:sfon of Terrorism,

TANDY YOUNG (WASRINGTO® POST)

-

Clarifying the guestion as to how the agreesent




CAWDY YOOMG [CORTD.)

cooperation betveen the security forces, is it also fair to assomt
that Doth parties hope that the agreesent will lessen support for

parsailitsry groups and for those politjcal groups, specifically

Sinn Fein, thit advocate the vae of violence for a change?

DR. PITIGERALD

Yes, @ prisary purpose of the agreesent is to provide
seans by which the uinotity community may be enédled to idcntify
with thé structures of goverhnment in Rorthern Irelsnd and to teel
themnselves to be full Firgt-cless citizens of ﬁortbcrn Ireland so
that whatever basis there mmy be - whatever esotional basis there
way be - for either support of or Eolerancc of the IRA will be

eroded and in that way peace and stability brought closer.

PUESTION :

I would like to ask both Prime Rinisters, if they fcel
the people of Northern Irtland'-ill fesl any less British after
tolay and alght I ask Pr. FitzGerald in particular if be will be
taking any ltg;; to have reflected in the constitution of the
Republic the aspiration to Irigh unity to which he hai referred,
rather than the claism to jurisdiction over Northera Ireland which,

as 13 known, is offensive to the unionist populhtloaf

PRIKE MINKISTER

The latter part of your queation is 3 matter for the

vaciseach and the people of the Republic of Ireland, in accordancs

~with the sgree=ment under which decisions south of the border are

made by the Republic of Ireland and decisions morth of the border

© PRONI CENT/3/9
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PRINE WINISTER (CONTD.)

are ssée by the United Kingdom.

Mith regard to the people of Northern Ireland, I hope
that they feel that the Taciseach and I have reached sgresment
which tries to end violence, which is in thelt'lnterelts abova
all, and that we have Cosg to an agreemeat which recognises the

Jegitimacy of the wnionist position for the first tims in an

internationsl agreement, and that it cannot be changed without

thelir consent,

.-I think if they look at the agrsesment dispassicnately,
if that is possible in these matters, that they should take great
reassurance froa it, and realise that it repreaenis as
opportunity for ua-tll to work together to try to bring violence

to an end, which would be the greatest prize of all.

DR. FITRCERALD

: Ray T 238 to that, the agreeaent, as I said earlier,
recognises alsc on the part of the British as well as Irish
Governsent, the legitimacy of the aspirstion to Irish unity in a
sovereign Iriah state. Thar is clearly set ouvt there,

On the point about the constitution, there is mo
proposal to change our constitution and that is mot something
that arises from this agreesent, which is tbe undertaking within
the framework of our existing conatitution, but in good faith and

looking to the future withk the odjectives of securing peace and

ltobllitg.ln Northern Irsland,

E~D

e
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