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1 Arisln9 from th~ Secretary of State'5 ~rn1n9 meeting, yo 
a ed De to check with 8~lfast collea9ues t.he lat.est po51tlon on 
t.e Nhiterock Lei5ure Centr~. 

2 1 att.ach cl note trom ~A.B on the background to the di P te 
in the Belfast l.~ty · Counc~l. Th~ Centre is owned and operated by 
the Cpuocil, and is ~ll use~ and properly run. DENl provided sub­
Btar.tial grant aid for the capit41 CO$~ of the ~ntre (as for all 
iel I c cen res). 

l 0011 have not yet received a for»al request for the Kini~t x 
to ~e~t a (Unionist) deput~t10n fro. the Council, ~lthou9b auch a 
r~uest 1s belie\."ed to be on i.ts ",ay. Nor has there yet been n 
official notification of the Council's motion that tbe Goverr, r-t . 
should ~e 45 ed to run the C~ntre directly. DENl has no po [to 
run le~5ure centres, and would not contp~late doing o. 

4 The Council has 1~ within its control to clo&e ~he C~~tr . 
Gover n~nt.Al powers or sanctl.ons to compel the Council to re-op£.n 
are either open t.o some doubt, or would tako time ~o bite. If 
Cour.cillors were conte~platin9 closure they mlqht he more influenced 
by the l1kelihood that the trAd~ un10ns would close 11 B lfast', 
lelSU1' e ce.ntreii in those circurustances. If Whiterock re clo.s~d 
it i5 highly likely that Sinn Fein or co~nlty groups would t&k. 
it over. (Some councillor. lqbt be happy to see iOuch 4lJl , 
escalation 1n ~he problen,) 
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5 This i$ clearly a potentially explosive issu~. closely 

connected with sectarian and political rivalries wi~hin th~ Be4fast 

City Council in the run up to the ~y local ~lection$. Attc pts 

to involve Government or the 5ecurlty forces wll1 need the • ~t 

car tu! cons1derat1on and har~ling. 

~.f\-~~J-
tI R COWLING 
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back~r~ad to l.t~.t COGtro.wC$y over t 

c.ntc-e I. • ... tol tOllWS. 
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t t t. ~J)tre- -ould be opeM'4 off.a.cAllil1y oa 14 $ept.alltec a.4 

be MP r~ t.he ~. wo.) be ll1y1tN. 1. ~ •• DOaa~ 

ly ll1v.1ted • 

local i ty A.~1~t.1ODS to ~tt. ~ ·f*CI'l.-3 opeDi .. • as It 

... c.lltt4 .t.t:rACt.e4 conaJc:tar.t>l ~1. at.tebtioa. A t.rlcolOUC' ..... 

tla.. fcoea Uw Let .. Q.te ~t.r. root AD4 & plaque ..... ueeted tal 

-ldi 9 recor di"9 # iA CAel.1c# ..... .w. •• i.G~l 1. ~ 

~I __ y. Y COII?acise.. thet official ope-ai., two h a A 

co.pJ.t. flop vlth tbe .. jorit)" of COWtCl11o~. liD41 ... 

~ to at.t~4. '!bOoM.-o did we-ra barl:aek~c1 f)y loc.I te .. t.se.~. 

pxot.~t.! 9 ~~ ~ decJa10a to 0 tr.eiar ~ ~"5 

1. rev weeks Il11t..- ~ve ~.tft'ght. - t.~ foc.u DUP COQftCillor 

tor Ji'OCt.b ael faat. - visite<t t.be ceetl:'1P UI the e&rl~ Nw"a of t ."..~ 

ANI ce.o..4 ~be ~r1eolo.r. ~ied bJ \1110 ot:Mr t>O!' r •• 

Rt" Saavri~t ~ pbOtoqr~ ho141., tt-f: t.ricolour and • 

lr9_11, be14 ffr~~. ~ A re it ot tbis ~ctloa# Mc Seawri 

DeeD c~ tlt1 t.b • aiaor ~ lr • .af~ oft~ AZlcl is c::..u.t cOIItly oa 1.1 

a", .. lt109 ~~.l.l_ Tht .J"9h! t.rteola.r vu t"epl.J11C'e4 lat.~r ia Uw ar 
by t~ flap "'i~ coat.l~ t.o fIr fro. t~ LelSUl"t Coat.'". 

,. ~ t. ~.,.~ .eet.lA4i C'd aelf ... t C."1 CO\&a.ell •• .otloa 

pasM4 9iv11Hj the stall of ~M Ce-aU:. c-. lIOI)t.b to ta.o" f1 
dNuili expl, .. ca , .! .... ~.,r . 
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\. 0. ~ of t..b.1a '. t COU~U· .ld its fJr&t. __ t.~ 

of ... year. ~ t.hat ~t 101' had .t ill iWOt t u.. ~. 
q.,.we t."* fl4tCJS, loel .. ~ ~. ltat-. suppC>t"t.ed tIOt.i-=- t .-bled 1 

Ill' ..... _ Killa&" ~ (ID 1t~~) t .o •• nod • 4ele9.ti~ t.o ~ Jtr &colt 

to .... ,. ~ ~ra.eot \.0 .ta'tt C"OAt~l of ~ lA1.'U·. CeAt~ aM eft.ur 

~ c.a.e t l~ -..d ~ p olILC~ tal...,. dcnM. ~~ SDLP. $ i D P. j. 

AII4 a.U1U t..i~ aacS ('~il\oc KlUA' '. -.otion v&~ :ts.,d b" 
• l' to 011. 

t. ~!"st.a.04 t. .... t. it t~ tl~ ... r. st.all l.A place .ft_~r -- 1 Aly. 

lIUlioai.t -:.ou.nclUors .ill p, .... fbr ~ ur~~t. ..eeti~ wit t 

"1"1~. "'~y i leM to t t"1rat ft .. "'.1thdr vel cl Cou~il ~ .. t for 

la ~o. i. COAsi.t~~t vath 5t .. dy porarisatlon ol .t~it s 

a Citr C~Jl over t~ p".' 11 lb.. 5 ertr~1 t. t1!l both 

t.de.s baM SOU9bt t.o explOlt. ~ •• rh·s 01 5~t.ri~ a.ad cUvi.si~ iSMa_ • 

If t.be CO-Cil d()e .s.ciclr to .,.&b .al. ~f\4 .. of the C~t.c ... a ~r 

of )..,.1 l •• ~ .,111 ariM on lch DOt Un) -'r~ b.fet. pl~ D 

1 ~li~lc.l17~ ~ *OS~ l'~ety r~~lt la t~t ~nn r~l viil 

~ CIOIIIiplet:.e coaLrol of the ~t. ... And ~ek. t.a nm It.s aur;h needect 

..eta ..-cl f~:al1tl~.s oa ~lf or t~ peoph: ot ttest. &elfa"t. 

s ca !mrIn 
Poli~1cA1 ~la&~. DIYlSioa 
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