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1. The Ir:sh langua~~ is c~n~ral to the iden:::: an~ ~ra~:::o~ 

espoused by the Anglo-Ir:s,i Agree::1ent e.g. 

(The t~o Govern~ents ) " recognising the need for 

continuing ef:orts to acknowledge the r:gh~s of the two 

major traditions (Premable l 

"Recognising a:"d res;:ecting the identities of the t -;/O 

communities in Northern Ireland (Preamble) 

"The Conference shall be a framework (i) for the 

accomodation of the rights and identities of the two traditions 

which exist in Northern Ireland (Articl.e 4 ) , 

"The Conference shall concern i~self with meas:..rres to recognise 

and accommoda~e the r-:ghts and identities of the t · .... o traditions 

in Nor:hern Ireland ... Matters to be cons:dered in this area 

include foster the o :~ 

• 
trad:t:ons." 

2. The Irish Joinc Chair;.;'?'::, concer:1ed tha-: na'::ona:":5::S :n ilor::hern 

Ireland have fel:: tha~ chis vi::al aspec: of their iden:::':] has 

been insufficien::l.y recognised, respected and accomoda::ed, will 

designed to give e:~:~c: :,) 

3. Speedy action in four s~ecific areas could and should Oe ta~en 

which would bring abou: an improvement in the exis::ing situation. 
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These are: 

( a ) Pl.acena i7l es 

(b ) T~e use of the !~:sh language in of: i c:a: b u s:~ess. 

(c ) Ar~ange~ent3 fo~ the 1991 Census 

0--, r ( d ) I~ish language publications, cultural even~s e~c. 

(a ) Placenames 

4. Unde~ Chapcer 2~, Sec,,::on 19, Sub-sec~ion ( 4 ) of the N o ~~~e~n 

I~eland P u bl i c Heal~h and Local Government (Miscellane~ u s P~ovisions : 

A c ~, 1 94 9 ( s e e a -: -: a c h e d ) , s t ~ e e t n am e s can b er, p u ": up 0 ~ p a :. n -: e d" 

in the English language only. This legislation was s~ecifically 

intended to accoi7lodate one identity at the expense of the other. 

Quite apa~: from the £~~j~~ involved, the fact is thac i7lost of 

the placenames of Nor':he~n Ireland (many of them of im~e~or:'al 

antiquity ) , are Irish in their linguistic origin. Thei~ "meaning" 

mythological, historical and cultu~al - can thus only be 

elicited and appreciated by reference to thei~ o~iginal. I~ish 

language form. 

• 
~.£~.!.£!!_££~£~~~~ 

5. The relevant sec-:ion of the 1949 Act should be re~ealed and 

replaced by a provision which would en~:tl.e the ~eside~:s 0: a 

defined district, housing es:ate o~ st~eet, to decide b:: an appr'op~ia-:e 

majori~y, to have stree: names e~c. display ed in the I~:sh as 

a~~ange for l:'nes p~ac::ced i~ 
_ . ~ . 
:: '.y : : = ~ :: ~ a :'. ~ , 

as in the case of Wales those relating to Sunday d~in~ing. 

6. It is proposed ~ thac the app~opriate authority (Qepa~:~ent of 

the Environment~) issue a list of the placenames in No~:hern 
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I~eland givi~g t~e o~igi~al I~ish as well as the 2ngl~3~ fo~~s 

be autho~ised to ac k nowledge bo~h the I~ish and Engl~s~ la~guage 

formsof placena~es i~ thei~ dealings with the pu~lic. The 

appropria:e au:hori~j i~ Dublin, An Coimisiun LOiainm~eacha 

(The Placenames Cc~~ission ) , will be in a posi:ion to ~~~'lide 

assistance to t~is wor k as appropriate. 

acknowledging bo:~ tradi:ions should also be obse~ved i~ the 

case of Governmen: road sig~s. Major Gove~~~en: in~o~~a:jon 

publications - 1-snou_c, i~ pursuance of the Agreeme:;:, i::d~cate 

a: leas: once in t~e tex: ( e.g., in t~e case of the Uls:er Year 

Book, in a map ) , t~e for~ as well as the English approxima:ion 

of place~ames of I~ish origin. 

7. Irish as a language has hi~~er~o had li::le more official s~a:us 

in Nor:he~n Ireland t~an lang~ages s~c~ as ~~enc~ or S;a~isn . 
• 

This is resented bj' na:~onalis:s and, as is -Ne:: known, crea:es 

opportuni:ies for sub 'l e~s~ve organisa:ions to lfac:J~oc:",:'a.~e" - - . the 

I~:'sh language, f ·...::-: ':3.:71e:-.. :3..2. o :~ 
. . . .. . 

na::o~a~:s: :=en:::j. 

of the ~~:s~ lan;uage :ra~sac:ing official busi~ess a5 :s :he 

cas e in the Sou:h. ~ales people have to use the Welsh 

language in the conduc: o~ o~ficial and public business. 

~ 

Furthermore Welsh can be used in legal proceedi~gs in ~ales. 
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T~e app~opriate le~al model is t~e Welsh Lan~uag~ Ac~, :ge~ 

and a si~ilar Ac"C shou~d be in"C~oduced ~ela:ing "C~ t~! ~s~ o~ 

the I ~ ish 1 an g u age i n il 0 r .~ 11 e ~ n Ire 1 and . 

would be willing to help in any appropria:e way, base~ on ou~ 

own experience, in f~aming such a measure. 

( c ) 1991 Ce!'1sus 

9. We unde~stand t~at the NIO does not have accura:e s"Ca:is"Ci=al 

10. 

infor~aticn on the nu~oer of persons 

profess to have a knowledge of the language. :: ·.."ould 

seem to be useful, for the purposes of educational and cultu~al 

policy, that such info~mation should be available . 

. 
An approp~iately framed question should be . , • Q""; 

~nc_uc:: " .~ 

Census which would establish this infor~a"Cion . 

• 

t:--.. e 1991 

11. As we unde~s"Cand it, exis"Cing suppor"C CO:71es fr~::-L ':::.! :iO:-::-Le~:: 

Ireland Arts Council and, as such, is judged ce!'1"Crally on the 

rather t~an in ter~s 0: :~~ 1 :::r.--::1-
--- 6--

objec::ive of accomodating t~e nationalis: iden::i::: in :~is a~ea. 

support in this a~ea with terms of reference which re:::c: :he 

objec~ivesof the Anglo-:~ish Ag~eement. ( i{ 0 "C e : t;,e ::~:Cr'.':"3: 

documen t, "The '.~ay For'Jla~d", contains proposals which 3~e 

along these lines). 
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Mr B Lyttle 
DFP 

1991 CENSUS 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Reference ............. ..... . 

cc: Dr Quigley 
Mr Spence v' 
Mr Pearson 
Miss EJliott CPL 

. 1. Last week, in order that I could prepare urgent briefing for the Inter­
governmental Conference you kindly discussed with me the suggestion from 
the Irish side for the incluSion in the 1991 Census of a question on 
knowledge of the Irish language. The line taken . was that inclusion of such 
a question in the Census would be inappropriate and would jeopardise the 
Census itself and would not be acceptable. If the information was thought 
necessary there could be othe.; more appropriate, ways of obtaining it, 
particularly through the Continuous Household Survey. I also spoke to the 
Department of Education who were doubtful about the usefulness of the 
information. They mentioned the practical difficulties in framing a question 
which would determine ·levels of ability in use of the language. 

2. The · NIO (CPL) have now told us that they understand there has been a 
precedent for a question on language in a previous Census - in Wales and 
possibly · in Scotland. This might make our position more difficult to defend 
and we should re-examine our advice. I should be grateful, therefore, if you 
could provide a brief as soon as possible on what has happened in GB, the 
attitude there and a recommended line to take in Northern Ireland in the 
light of the GB position. 

J G ANGUS 
Central Secretariat 

, ) January 1986 
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