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PRESS CONFERENCE GIVEN BY MR, TOM KING,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND,

ON TUBSDAY, JUNE 17, 1986

MR, KING

Re had this pcrn:ng, tha gixth meeting of the

Fe it

iAnqla Iriah Intprgmvernmental Cenference fers today$ :ks

I think people now understand, these conferences follow
on work that hss been done in various sub-groups on a
number of the matters under discussion,

Today's conference was interesting, particulariy
bacause we were able to hear reports from the Chief Constable
and the Deputy Commissioner of the Garda, who have now reached
the £irst Qtage in much closer cooperation. He saw the fruits
of that in substantial agreement being reached on elements in
improving arrangements for the exchange of information and
developing liaiaog structures between the two forces and their
work is continuing into other related areas and they will be
reporting further to the Conference,

While I obviously cannot go into details about these
matters I am satisfied they mark a very encouraging progress
report in the security forcea in both the Republic and in
Northern Ireland in their increasingly close cooperation in
the work to combat terrorism.

we also talked about issues regarding relations between
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Kt , KING (CONTD.)

ﬁé talked about measures to encourage confidence in the
adeinistration of justice.

We also confirmed our intention to bring into liﬁe
with the parliamentary legialation for the United Kingdam.'~

the situation of what are known as I-votors, whiech iz a peoint

that had been raised with us.

We also discussed issues regarding the Irish
language and while we made clear that of course in Northern
Ireland the gsituation is not for instance comparable to that
in Waleas, thére,is no question of any move towards any bilingual
éoéiétf;-ﬁdne%ﬁélééaﬂwénfébcghise.ibé&e'Ekﬁmfhﬁse'ﬁﬁq care véry
much about the tradition and culture of the Trish language., It -
has always been our policy to seek to respect that and we
discussed and included in the communique certain ways in which
we sought to give racognition to that.

Y think it was -a helpful éeeting and it shows the ways in
which we are seeking to work together and also how we are
seeking to work together in some 6f the economic fields, not

least in seeing how we can improve communications, road

compunications, between Belfast and Dublin.

mEgSIEEEEEIEES
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(NOTE: QUESTIONS ARE NOT VERY AUDIBLE BUD I © HAVE DONE

MY BEST, JAMES LEE)

QUESTION

Could I direct your attention to the Conference

“.

discussed relations between the security forces in Northern

Ireland and the Community and the Irish.,.put forward further
views of ways in which ‘the confidence of the northern

{
community in the security forces could be enhanced. Could you

tell us what those were, what the . further views were?

HR. KING

. Yes, One of the areas which I think it is known we have
baen looking at for some time is introdueing a new police
complaints proecedure and, of course, thles is in line also w:th
developments that have been taklng place in the rest of the
United Kingdom. We will be publishing very shortly now our
pProposals in a draft Order and those proposals are ones in which
the Irish Government have views because they themselves are
introducing new proposals for - and I think through the Dail at
the moment - new proposals for a police complaints procedure.

That was one of the items. Cther items: they have
always heen interested in the policy that we introduced in 1576
of police privacy. In other words, to try and ensure wherever
pogssible with military patrols,’ - khaki patrols, that there
was & police presence in sensitive areas and that i8 an area of
interest which it has been our policy to pursue for some years.

Another area which iz not directly related to the
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¥R, KING (CONTD,)

Canference but is obviecusly one of intereat is the question of

a code of conduct. Now that is something to which the Chief
Constable has been taking a particular interest now and launched
his work in fact well before the Anglo~Irish Agreement but-;f_
obviously relates to the area of the confidence of the coﬁﬁunity,
the - minority commpnity in the aeéurity.forces and that
work which is . " a the responsibility of the Chief
Constable, obviously whére he wéuld be ¢onsulting with the
police authority and with tha- police asscciations. They are
interested in progress on that because they see that as a very

valuable initiétiva'on‘his part.'

QUESTION

tesavs..did you actually give them any commitment

kacked up at all times,.

. MR. KING

No. Thig iz a policy that we launched in 1876, that was
ten yéars ago, thaé we started on thia, and it is important to
remember what it is: that in certain areas, as we know, police
can patrol themselves, they are actually escorted by the army.

In other areas, army - patrols have a police presence, but
the particular areas obviously are those in sensitive areas of

the minority community where we‘have always believed it desirable
tp have a police presence, not least because it is more acceptable
{in terms of law and order, in terms of a policeman being in the

Tead with.the military as it were in ald of the civil pover.




QUESTION

(inaudible)

MR. KING

Storker {(phon,}
The - * freport was mentioned becausze obviwusly there.

- has- been a lot of publieity about it and T made clear e:actiy

the position as I have made clear in an answer that I gave in

Parliament this week, which is that we are very concerned indeed

that the presence absence of ¥r. Storker does not impede in any
way the progress of the Storker investigation. The team that
was working for Mr. Storker is of cours still in place and Mr.

Samson, who has taken aver, the team will be working for him

~_and we obvioualy attach great importance to that work being

concluded at the earliest possible date.

If I may just make this clear, of course, having said
that, it is the regponsibility of the Chief Constable and he has
referred the report to the. Director of Public Prosecutions, but
I know the Chief Constable is himself very anxious indeed and I
am sure he is right in that respect, to wish to see these
enquiries completed at the earliest possible date and whatever

action is then deemed appropriate to be taken.

QUESTION
Did the Irish voice any concern that Mr. Storker was
taken off this report before he was investigated, before he was

proved guilty or otherwise?




MR, KING
No, they merely underlined gquite clearly the amount of
interest and concern that they receive and that comes to them

through the nationalist minority community, the concerns about

this whole case, and I think that averybody shares the concern

in this respect: that there are now a lot of allegations flying
around which are extremely disquieting and that in the face of
all the rumous and inbuendo that there is it is very important
indeed that these matters are brought to as meedy a conclusion as
possible and that if there are to be, for instance of the DPP,
p}oéécutions.éf Qcticnufh;t“ﬁe proposaa; that thésélsattersn
should be dealt with as apeedily as possible, and I think that I

know nobody, a responsible person, who dissents from that view,

QUESTION

merely
Did the Irish side raise the question or did you/come out

with youf explanationf

MR. RKING

No, they asked about the position,

QUESTION

Were they happy with your explanation?

MR. KING

I made quite clear what the position was and the
inportance - and everybody agrees in the present situation -
that it is absolutely vital that this matter is cleared up

and that, instead of the present rumocur and innuendo, we actually




can have a clear statement of the position and if there are

charges to be . made, if there are prosacutions, that these

are made quite clear as soon as possible,

QUESTION

Were the Irish worried ...eee

MR. KING
Yes, I think there is a certain impatience but we 4did

have before us some concrete achievemente today. There is no
doubt that anybody who has had an opportunity to see something
of the work that has now been done, and more work will come
forward very ahortly, the amount of work that has gone on in
developing cooperation between the RUC and the Garda is very
impraésive'and I think that I certainly feel that this iz a very
significant landmark in the development of that cooperation, I
am very conscious that when we first signed the Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment a lot of people were inclined to say: *Well, it has all

been tried before. They will never really get any better
cooperation.”  Anybody who has had the opportunity now to talk
closely to members of the police forces, senior members of the
police forces involved, beginning to see, and I think sBome of
them are beginning to see for themselves the potential that can
exist for the future and offers the best prospect - we have
ever had for getting to grips with some of the worst features of

crose-border tenorism and that is obviocusly very important indsed




HR. KING (CONTD,)

to every single person north._and aputh of the border.

QUESTION {inaudible’

]

MR, KING

Thig is where we discussed some of the progress and I said,
for example, something on which they put forward their!views, in
which they are interested. We shall be publishing within a
month a draft Order on a completely new peolice complaints
procedure. Now that is important. That i5 something not only of
interest to the minority community; that is of intereat to every

member of both communities in Northern Ireland and I think that is

an important development.
QUESPION (inaudible)

HR. KING

Any concerned Unionist who knows the price that this
province has paid from the ecourge of terrorism aﬁd so much of
that, terrorism which is operated close to the border, and from
which often men on the run or rescurces can come across the
border, that people know that this has been one of the problems
that we bhave not tackled effectively in the past, I am not
going to disclose any of the particular . . measures, any of
the particelar arrangements and you will understand precisely
why I will not. wWhat I have said, and I say this quite clearly,

i that I am satisfied now that we are embarking ona period of
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MR. KING (CONTD.) \

much closer cooperation than there has ever been between the

.:lice forces, north and south of the border.

QUESTION (inaudible)

MR . KING
Well, I tnink everybody Who knows the way in which
I deliberately avoided taking actions which many might have
thought were very justified, whether it was over for many months
the behaviour of the Assembly, and the fact that the Assembly was
not discharging its proper functions, when I gave them every
ooportunity to come and talk to me, to make clear that my door was
open to anybody who wished to come and discuss issues with me,
_that they have receiyed tq do so7 I do not think anybody can ever
accuse me of being provogative in these matters and 1 just say
that anybody who evan for a moment entertainsg those sort of
s¥aggerated charges...that people are all ‘toei fond of fling
around in the political maelstrom that we occasionally see that
passes for democratic politics accasionally in this provinge..
that actually if they just like to read tne communigue, Just
look at what is there and just decide quite honestly waat 1is
provocative, what is offensive to Unionists, what is actually
unacceptable in anything is there...l have h=ard a comment that
John Hume has made in the past about our inviting any
Upionist to stand up and say in what way anytning that has
happened under the Agreement has actually dininished him or
damaged his interests, and I have never heard that gquestion

answered yet, and what I do say is tnat the purpose of




.ﬂl. KING (CCNTD.)

this Conference is yes, to tackle the prcblems of cross-berder
terrorism and to vastly enhanca the potential for caoperation
between the Government of the Repuplip and oursalvas ! in the
United Kingom in tackling the problems of terrorism across the
border and in Ireland.

That is part of the purpose. The other purpose is also
to make sure that the minority feel that within Northern Ireland,
as part of the United Kingdom, their voice i3 heard and respected
and although they are the minority and although the majority's
views will obviocusly tend to be the most important in most respect.
the minority view will be listsned to and respected, And anybady
whe reads these commitniques honestly and cbjsctively knows that
that is what we are doing and that is what we are trving to do
and deal fairlv, and I hope that is a oretty cl=ar answer. That
the idea that the confarence we had today and the communigue

is any way provocative, that is absolute ruboisn.

QUESTION (InauBible)

MR, KING
What we said in this is that to worX together apinst those
who use and support vinlence. We mean exactly what we

say,

QUESTION

(inaudible)




MR, KING

No. That iz an operational matter for the Chief

Constable.

QUESTIOM
Is it likely that there will not be further....marching

season is over?

MR, KING
I think what people do not understand is that the
Conference works. We have a framework of sub-groups and the

Conference meets on a regular fairly frequent basis, but when

there are further matters to discusg, depending on the progress

of the sub-groups. That is the pasis ot which we work, W2 are
going on steady, not terribly erratic or exaggerated way, but

steadily, I tbink, making progress in a number of worthwhile area:

QUESTION (INAUDIBLE)
(re UDR)

MR. KING

My first answer was immaculate but I will add to it in
this respect: that it is our policy, but obviously it has got
to be conditioned partly by resources, whether pecple are
available, and the problems of operational df ficultias that
can exist from time to time, but the policy is that we should

increasingly have police presence with army patrols.




QUESTION (INAUDIBLE)

MR . KING

No. #e weres not talking about humgs and holes, but

economic cooperaticn in these aveas and trying tc help over

difficulities. There are going to be, I think, dome quite real
problams over seeing ways in which we can rzach agrsement on

what is a sensiple way to improve communications through the
island of Ireland. Obviously, the routes through Northern
Ireland are very important, aot . least, 1f I may say 50,
for Irish industry and trade with the use that some of them make
of the ....Stranraer Ferry as well and so these are consideration:

that ars important to tnem as well.

QUESTION

fas there any discussion regarding &EC aid..(inaudilbia)

MR. KING
That sounds a pit confusea, but I do aot Kacw anything
about that story, and we did not actually discuss that

partizular point, and we did not discuss EEC aid.

QUESTION (INAUDISLA)

MR, KING

No, because we had already made clzar what our posit.on
was on that. It came up before and we made clear at that time
that we were waiting for further progrzss 2L the Dul.c

Order Bill through Parliament and that we were then going .. see




.MR. KING (CONTD.)

- when that B8ill had completed its parliamentary process - to
look at it and see what implications Great Britain legislation
might nave for Northern Ireland, and tnat is the position we

made clear,

QUESTTION (INAUQIBLE)

{re mention of Irish Extradition Traaty)
MR. KING

Yaw, we did not discuss it in the Conference, but cbviously
I think it is fair to say tnat tne irish Govaraman: recognised our
Keen interest in seeing that treaaty achioved and that the final
version of the treaty was one which I think they were sympafhetic,
but they must speak for thaemseives avout fhrat, but certainly

-

obviously T think people begia te see and naybe do oot always
realise whether it is connected, but it is interesting to note
tnat since we signed the Anglo=Irish Agreement, we now hava o
the signaturas of the Irish Government on the Convention on the
Suppreasion of Terrorism, we now have the Senate Tommittes
approving by a majority of l13=2, and tiat includas all those who
might be considered traditicnal Irish Nationalist supporters in
the Senate, suppoert for the extradition tresaty, with that

coming on to the flaor of the Senate obvioualy now with a very

much better chance of succesg than some of tae commentators

when I was in _ Washington would esver allow we had.




QUESTION (INAUDIBLE)

MR. KING

I do not know how many people would fael that the last
month or so of the Assembly has been a marvellous invesiment for
the democratic process, when so many of those =alzcted topx it
nave felt unable to continua to take part in it in the way that
it was being conducted, and I will just say this about that:

Simply no justification exists for that at all, You might
se2k To argque that case if all doors were closed and if there was
no opportunity for anybody to vwui forward thelr views,
I have made absolutely clear that I am more than rszady to sit down
and discuss with Unionist leaders tneir concerns. I have
made guite cl=ar that I am preparad to do that outside any
reference or ampit of the Anglo-Irish Agreement. That I am
prepared to do it withcut any preconditions. That I underatar
+he difficulties that thers would be in entering into formal talks
Tharefore, I have made clear that I am prepared to pave
discussions which would not be talks at tals stage but
just discussions to gee if there is any ground on which we could
work.

Now, any fairminded person I think listening to that
would say: "¢hat more actually do people want to have to actually

sit down and start talking?" and I say, as I have said before,

that in the end, anybody who cares avbout the futurs of this

province knows that it is by talking now that we find our way
through: that there pas got to be talking sooner or later -
the sooner it happens the vetter — and that if instead, thero

is any suggestion of people taking ko tngo straets, enel LE




.MR. KING (CONTD.)

that means confmntation, that that will be doing enormousg damage
to the position of Northern Ireland, to its position in the
Union, because it will cause great offzancz2 throughout the rest
of the United Kingdom if tist were to happen, and it would dal
great damage to not only people now who are looking for jobs,
hoping to stay in jobs, but to the prospects of jops for their
kxdEx youngsters, for their kids and successive generations,
because it i3 the easizst thing in the world to destroy jobs. It
i5 the most devilisnly difficult one in the present situation to

try and create them.

QUESTION {INAUDIRLE)

(Asking for assurance re Mr, Etorker)

MR, KING

Youu Know perfectly well I cannot obviougly answer that
guestion. There is an investigation taking place, I am noi [rivy
to the informaticn in any way: that this is being conducted on

behalf I thnink of the Police Autnhority in #Manchaster, but tpat

iz anyway not within my responsibilities in any way, and that

obviously I am guite unable to comment on any of tna 3

questions that you ask.
QUESTION (IMAUDIBLE) (again re Mr. Storker)
MR. KING

I am obvicusly - not able to comment. That must e the

judgment of the people concarned. It 13 guitzs a separate matter
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MR. KING (CONTD.)

which has nothing to do with the propblems with which #r, Storker
was concerned obvieously in the investigationg he Was conducting
in the province and I cannot comment at all on those matters

affecting Manchester.

QUESTION

But you do acknowledge the amount of public suspicion

MR, KING

I have alrsady made clear my absolutez recoagnition of the
importancz of tae enguiri=s being vursved with the utmost
urgengy, otherwise peonle are aols to ask guestiocas like you did
and to spread rumour and innuende that spring from them and the
only answer to that i3 to get tha trath and to gat the facts out
and that i3 what you ars interssted ia and that ig what I am

interzsted in,

QUESTION
Da you expect that ingqulry to be concluded in a matter of

menths?

MR, KING

1 cannot answer that,
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