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It i5x apparent thet there are profound differences in our perceptions of the
funcyion:s ard purpose of the Anglo-Irish Apreement. No¢ useful purpose would be
sarvied av this time by detailed discussion of our respective views,

Your assertion that you are commitited to and will not suspend the operatioa of
the Agreement precivdes the requisite degree of flexibility necessary an the
civeopmstances.

We are disappointed that you have studiously avoided addressang the substance
of the proposals placed before you. The request for reasons why the qualaty of
our British Civizenship should dbe different from that enjoyed in the rest of the
Unived Xingdom is not answered by alleging that t¢ protest about such irequality
is to deny the sovereipnty of Parliament, We find no acknovledgement of the
positive suggestions for a two stage confercoce to discuss both devolved government
sud the future relationship of any develved government with the Govermments in
Landon aud Dublin.

ke hasve difficulty in appreciating how & conference on devolved government entered
inte with the Agreement still in operation cannot be seen as other than conforming
with the devolution provisior an the Agreement itself. A c(onference on those terms
would be nothing less than ascceptance of the Agreemcnt. The SDLF has of course
# pre-condition for discussing devolution - it is the cuntinved operation of the
kgreement aboul whose terms they were closely consulted,

¥e are of course anxious te find s way out of 1he present impasse, bot vhe terms
of your Jetter and the presumptive statements ol some of your Cabimet colleagucs
sadly rejects coansuvltation in fevowr af confromietion,

We are still even &t this stspe anxious to have your views on onr posilive
proposals which remsin bnanswered.
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