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1. Your new Amerlcan colleague, Margaret Heckler, came

to lunch with me today. She gets to you at the end of
January. | think you know her background. Irish=-Amerfican
from Massachusetts, malden name O'Shaugnessy, daughter of a
first generatfon Immligrant from |reland, Congresswoman for
Massachusetts for many years In tThe Republican Infterest and,
until recently, Secretary for Health and Human Services.

She underwent a well publfclised divorce In 1985. Amblvalent
about |Ireland and her appolniment as Amerlcan Ambassador.

Very consclous of her Irlish ancestry, with the Easter rebeillon
In her bloodstream, but she deeply offended her Irlsh Immigrant
parents when she Told tThem that she though "lreland was a

great place to be from". A polltfclan to her fingertlps,

and therefore not rellishing the diplomatic role.

2% On The up-side, she [s a devoted supporter of The

Preslident and determlined fo carry out his policles. A fan of
the Prime Minlster's, whose leadershlp qualltles she greatly
admlires. Also an admirer of Garrett Fltzgerald and a convinced
bellever both In the H1llsborough Agreement and also In the
courage of both Margaret Thatcher and Garreft Fltzgerald In
addressing the problem In the way they have. She seemed
convinced that It holds out the besT hope of a way forward

oul of ftThe general morass of the |rish problem, though consclous
of the difflcultles that Ile strewn In [fs path.

3. Possibly on the down-slde an activist. She has a great
deal fo learn, but she will want to make her mark. | suggested
to her and she agreed that one of the most helpful contributlons
that she might be able to make Is In educating the Irish
Amerfcan consfltuency here about the reallfles of modern
lreland. She sald she was consclous of a generatlion gap In
Ireland with the older generatlon favouring the American
connectlon, and with the younger generatlon, so she sald,
developling a certaln antl-Amerfcanism. She Is very keen on
accentuating the economlc and minimlising the relfglous,
declarling herself to be a convinced ecumenlical. She 1s 1In
favour of Amerlican flnanclal support for the HIllsborough
Agreement, but fears that, followling the Gramm-Rudman

amendment, desligned to reduce the Amerlcan budget deflclt,
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pay not be as freely avallable as was orlglnally

4. We dliscussed the forthcoming by-electlons. She was
anxious for re-assurance that the Unfonlsts would not have a
veto on HIllsborough. | sald that the declislon to have the
by-electlons was perhaps a saluftory remlinder of the strength
of Protestant feellng and the ever-present dangers of a
Protestant backlash, Nonetheless, the Protestants seemed to
be prepared fo go, thls ftime, the constifutlonal way and they
would certalnly not have a veto. The Hillsborough Agreement
had been ratlified by constlitutlional major{ties In both Houses
of Parllament and the Prime Minister herself should be assumed
to be totally commltted to the success of Hlllsborough.
Moreover, the Prime MInlster and Taolseach had a good personal
relatlonshlip.

5e She was also convinced of the closeness of the relatlionshlp
between the Presldent and the Prime MInlster and of the
importance of Britaln as an ally In NATO and as a trading
partner within the free world's open fTrading sysftem. She
recognlsed that Briftaln was overwhelmlingly more Important fo
Amerfca than was the Republlc, but polnted out, correctly,
that, polftlically, the Irlish Amerlcan constlituency of 44
millfon Irfsh Amerlcans was an ever-present factor. She
hoped, rather nalvely | thought, that at the end of the road
a resoluffon of fthe Northern [reland problem might bring the
Republfc Info the Alllance.

6. | recommended very strongly that she should get In
touch with you when she got fto Dubllin. You wlll of course
form your own judgement about her after you have met her and
observed her In operatlon. | did nof at thls stage suggest
that she vislt Northern Ireland or, Indeed, London. Buf
depending on how she performs, | think that In due course I+t
,will be very deslirable for her tfo get acqualnted with the
Northern Ireland scene and with Brlfish Ministers, elther In
Belfast or In London, or both.

T+ In short, she may be a blt of a loose cannon, wlth
conslderable potentlal for beneflt to our Interests |f handled
properly; but also wlith some potentlal for danger If she lets
her heart get ahead of her head and her tongue get ahead of
her judgement. Altogether, an Inferesting appalntment, and
one very dlfferent from more recent Incumbent
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