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GRS 35~ 
CGNF IDE NTI AL 
DESKB Y FCO 032030Z 
FM DUBLI N 031 925Z FEB 84 
TO IMMEDIATE FCO 
TELEGRAM NUMB ER 42 OF 3 FEBRUAR Y 1984 
INFO IMMEDI ATE NIO (BELFAST) AND NIO ( LO NDO N) 

VI SIT BY HRH THE DUKE OF EDI NBURGH TO NORTHER N IRELA ND 

1. LILLIS SUMMONED ME THI S EVE NING ON THIS TOPIC. HE SAID TH AT 
AFTER THE PRI ME MINISTER'S VISIT TO DRUMA DD BARRACKS THE IRISH 
GOVERNMENT HAD BEE N UNDER CONS IDERABLE PRESS URE TO MAKE A STATEMENT 
PROTESTI NG AT HER VISIT TO A BARRACKS WHERE THE UDR BATTALION WAS 
STATIO NED 8 MEMBERS OF WHICH HAD RECE NTLY BEE N CHARGED WITH MURDE~, 
GE NERALLY SEEN AS SECTARI AN. THE IRISH GO VE RNMENT HAD MADE NO 
PUBLIC REFERE NCE TO THIS. THEY HAD SPO KEN TO US ABOUT IT. THEY 
HAD UND ERSTOOD THAT MRS THATCHER HAD NO INFORMATIO N BEFORE HER 
VISIT ABO UT ITS IMPLICATIO NS FOR THE MINORITY IN NORTHER N IRELA ND. 
THEY HAD ASCRI BED IT TO THE MISFORTU NE WHICH DOGS OUR RELAiI ONS . 

2 . HE WA S INSTRUCTED TO SAY THAT THOSE MEMBERS OF THE IRIS H 
GOV ERNMENT \tJ HO WERE INVOLVED IN ANGLO-IRI SH RELATIO NS It\ A PRIMA RY 
ROLE FOUND THE VISfT TOD AY BY A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL FAMILY TO THE 
SA r-i E BA RRAC KS I NEXPL I CABLE. HE GA VE r'IE le PAPER. 

3. I TOLD H II'~ TH·\ T I 1'.JClULD f-: EP·::Hn TH I S. I HI) ~!:J I ~.S T F· UCT IONS. 
r UT THE DUK E OF ED I ~·B L ~GH \ '!I~S , I U~;DEPs r,OD , COLO:EL-l f!-CH IEF OF, 
THE GRE ': r.,DIER Gl) rIDS , TnE F IRST P,\ TT:; LIC'! l'.' ~S ~ Tl\ l I C-;: Er AT DRur .ADD, 
!~ ~ ! D , i l f' ' II')T ? EL I EVF T W·T /-'E cn ULD :~ E f..DV I SE, ) ~I~n TO V IS IT THErv1. 

" 

't,' \" rA("< C" f.J Dc' "" [(" ·'0.T ' ~.· r"t.'fi' ER n F ~ C" ~'" "f. Jr- C: Ty' r: r 0\' Rt ' ~ ' E: !T NO R ' ,"'" I J I 1" L , I • \ • \. _ J. • J) \ , l_. \. ...... ,..; ~ \.... \ , 

p.) THE S·~lft P C S ITI O~ ! ," S THE 0L:EE" p~ !" F L ,~T l n~ ' Te "H' ISTER IAL ADVICE. 

4. L I LL IS SA ID TH AT DR F ITZ GERALD \o!l\S EXT RE~ TL Y UP SET. HE HAD HAD 
GREAT DIFFICULTY IN PERSUADI NG DR FITZGERA LD NOT TO IS SU E AN 
tr-1M EDI ATE PUBLIC STATEMENT. HE 'AS Hit/SELF VERY EMOTIO NA L. HE v/AS 
AFRAID THAT PUBLIC REACTIO NS HER E TO THE VI S IT WOULD BE VERY 
ADVERSE. IT CAME AT A CRUCIAL MOME ~T IN THE DRAFTI NG OF THE FORUM 
REPORT AND HE FEARED IT COULD HAVE VERY UNFORTU NA TE REPERCUSSIONS. 
I DID MY BEST TO CALM HI M DOWN. 

5. RESIDE NT CLE RK PLEASE INFORM RID THIS EVE NING. 
INFORM MR NIC HO LAS SCOTT. 

NIO PLEASE 
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00 NIO BELKFAST 
GRS 380 
Ur-.,CLASSIFIED 
FM DUBLIN 041325Z FEB 84 
TO IMMEDIATE FCO 
TELEGRAM NUMBER 43 OF 4 FEBRUARY 1984 
AND TO IMMEDIATE NIO (LONDON) AND NIO (BELFAST) 
INFO PRIORITY WA SHINGTO N AND BIS NEW YORK 

MY TEL 0 42 : DUKE OF EDI NBURGH'S VISIT 
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Re c'd on I . . . . . . . . . . ~ 
1 . THE IRISH GOVERNMENT'S REAC TI ON TO THIS VISI T WAS THE LE AD 
STORY ON IRIS H RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS .- IT MAKES THE MA IN 
HE~DL I 'E ! : THE 3 MO NI NG PAPERS AND THE SUBJECT OF THE MA IN 
ED ! TOR! AL. Q) f\rr. ( 

ru'f 
2. HEADL I NES READ : 

ANGLO-I RI SH ROW FLARES (IRISH PRESS) 
GOVERNMENT ANGER AT PRINC E' S ORTH VISI T (INDEPENDENT) 
BARRY PROTESTS OVER ROYAL VISIT ( IRIS H TIMES). 

TH E STORIES REFL ECT GOVERNMENT BRIEFING AND IMPLY THAT MR BARRY 
(RATHER THAN LILLIS) SPOKE TO ME . THE EARLIER IRISH "PROT EST" 
OVER THE PRIME MINIS TERS VISIT TO DRUMA DD BARRACKS IS RECALLED AND 
THE IRISH GOVER NMENT ARE SAID TO BE l'FURIOUS". THEY FELT THERE 
WAS A CALC ULAT ED DECISION TO IG NORE THEIR EARLIER PROTEST: "A 
STUDIED INSULT" GOVER NM ENT SOURC ES TOLD THE IRISH TIMES. 

3. EDITORIALS ARE EQUALLY HEATED: THE IRISH TIMES UNDER THE 
HEADING "A ROYAL MESS", BELIEVES THE IRISH GOVERNMENT WERE RIGHT 
TO PROTEST. "THE VISIT HELPS NOT AT ALL IN THE PROCESS OF .... 
PEACEMAKING IN THE NORTH: FOR SYMBOLS AND FLAGS CAN KILL THERE ••• " 
IT ADDS: 

"THE VISIT MAY PROVE EMBARRASSING TO JIM PRIOR. REPORTS 
SEEM TO INDICATE THAT IT WAS UNDERTAKEN WITHOUT ADVANCE WARNING TO 
THE NORTH ER N IRELAND OFFICE. IT WAS SEEM1NGLY ORGANISED BY THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ACTI NG ON THEIR OWN." 

. . 

4. THE INDEPENDENT SAYS "A NGLD- IRISH RELATIONS WERE PLACED IN 
PERIL YESTERDAY BY THE STARTLING INSENSITIVITY OF THE NORTHERN 
IRELAND OFFICE ON A DEL IC ATE MA TTER TO WH IC H OFFICI ALDOM IN BELFAST 

AN D LO NDON SEEM NOT EVE N TO HAVE ADVERTED (SIC)". IT CONCLUDES : 

" WHAT IN HEAVEN ' S ~AME , MRS THATC HER IS THE POINT IN GIVING 
GRATUITO US OFFE NCE TO SO MANY OF YOUR NE IGHBOURS? IT IS 
QUITE BEYOND OUR UNDERS TANDING." 

5. THE IRISH PRESS EDITORIAL (HEADLINED "COAT TRAILING") SAYS 
THAT HAD THE IRISH GOVERNMENT PROTESTED PUBLICLY OVER MRS THATCHER'S 
VISIT TO DRUMADD BARRACKS YESTERDAY'S "PROVOCATIVE AFFAIR" MIGHT 
NEVER HAVE HAPPENED. THE DUKES TRIP SHOWS THAT FOR: 

I . ' . . -

"THIS PARTICULAR TO~Y GOVERNMENT ••• THE FEELINGS AND PROTESTS 
OF THE IRISH GOVERNMENT AND THE SENSITIVITIES OF THE MINORITY 
IN THE NORTH DON'T MATTER A DAMN ••• HOW CAN ANYONE HAVE ANY 
HOPE THAT THE FORUM REPORT, WHATEVER ITS R~COMMENDATIONS WILL 
BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY BY A BRITISH GOVERNMENT ••• " 

THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES THAT MRS THATCHER HAS: 

"PROVIDED &1NN FEIN AND ITS MILITARY WING WITH INVALUABLE 
PRGPAGANDA • . ALL IN ALL A SHOCKING DAY'S WORK, THAT HAS 
SERIOUS AND DISTURBING IMPLICATIONS FOR THE NORTH AND ANGLD­
IRISH RELATIONS GENERALLY." 
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" TH IS PARTICULA R T . Y G ER '~1 Et\T ••• Th ::: FE ELIt~GS ADP "TESTS 
OF TH ::: I ISH GO ER MEr~ AND THE SE ~SlTI ITIES OF THE MI NOR ITY 
I THE NORTH DON 'T MATTER A DA MN ••• HOW CA I ANYONE HAVE ANY 
HOPE THAT- THE FORU~ REPORT , WHATEVER ITS RECO MM ENDATIONS WILL 
BE TAKE SERIOUSLY BY A BRITISH GOVERNMENT •• • " 

THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES THAT MRS TH ATCHER HAS : . 

"PROVID ED SINN FEIN AND ITS MILITARY WING WITH INV ALUABLE 
PROPAGANDA . ALL IN ALL A SHOCKING DAY 'S WORK , THAT HAS 
SERIOUS AND DISTURBING IMPL ICATI ONS FOR THE NORTH - AND ANGLe­
IRISH RELATIONS GENERALLY." 

ENDS 

GOOD ISO 
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AND TO IMME DIATE NIO (LONDON) AND NIO 

MY TELNO 43: DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S VISI T 
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RUC .. 6 FEB 1984 
Re c'd on •••...••••• 

®\-V~~ 
(BELFAST) (j) KI /¥ 

1. MR NICHOL AS SCOTT SPOKE APPROPRIATELY TO THE TAO ISEAC H AFTER 
THE RUGBY INTER NA TI ONAL 0 4 FEBRUARY AND SAID HE HOPED THIS 
INC IDENT COULD BE REGA RDED AS NO MOR E THAN A HICCOUGH IN OUR 
REL ATI ONS . THE TAO ISEAC H APPEARED TO AGREE. 

2. I SHALL SEE L ILL IS ,AT 'NOOf\l ON 6 FEBRUA RY AND WILL BE ABLE TO 
TAKE THE TEMPERATURE THEN . BUT IN ~IEW OF MP. SCOTT'S CO NVERSATION 
AND FROM WHAT WE HAVE HEARD OF THE TELEP HONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
MR PRIOR AND THE IRISH FOREIGN MINISTE R, I THI NK IT MAY BE POSSIBLE 
TO AVOID ANY FORMAL REPLY TO THE IRISH. 

GOODISON 
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