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LIAISON BETWEEN THE RUC AND NI GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
‘ g ] . =

CONFUENTIAL

Present:

In attendance: Ch. Supt. Sinclair, Command Secret iat

Bloomfield, Head of NICS
Stephens, NIO

Buxton, NIO

Barry, DOE

Dr Hayes, DHSS

Mr Crozier, DED.

Mr Crowther, DHSS

Mrs Sung, PS/Mr Bloomfield

FERR

Mr K Lindsay, Command Secretariat

1.
2. Progress Reports
(a) Child abuse i ;
Reasonable progress had been made aﬂd?i%&ﬂfgfncies were F 34
working together on this problem. Su%?fctively, DHSS .w§-.3%
opinion was that the volume of such cféme ‘was not increasing
although the willingness to talk about, and report it,was.
It was agreed that they should continue the discussion
with all concerned, including DENI.
(b)

Revitalising Belfast City Centre

DOE reported twenty-five shop and office development
schemes in various stages of Planning or completion,
increased use of car parks and public transport as
indicative of the revival of Belfast City Centre.
Relations with RUC on these and other pedestrian,

traffic and environmental schemes was good and tribute-:

was paid for the gole of as Liaison Officer
with DOE,

now filled by S/ACC Whiteside.
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The Chief Constable warned that too much publicity regarding
normalisation may prompt PIRA into increased bombing of the
city centre. 1In discussion, it was agreed that a balance was
required so that, while positive statemants were required to
encourage inward investment the timing and implications of thes-
should be carefully considered. This was nn araa whero the

Head of Information Services could probably assist and
Mr Blaomfleld undertook to involve him.

Grants toCommunttv groups - security implicati

paramilitary organisations. In 1nstances«
gt
definite links were established, assistancnf

common approach.

Construction industry fraud/bogus security firms .'f- '?f
Mr Barry reported on his contacts with CBI and representatives v ﬁ1

' : 3
of the construction industry and efforts to encourage them B A

to reduce fraud, particularly the payment of protection money. aé
There was disappointment in RUC circles at the failure of the |
recent court case although efforts in this area have had an
effect and racketeers were not using the system with such
impunity. All were agreed that as this was. a problem of

considerable proportion and a major source of revenue for

paramilitaries, an ad hoc group of all parties (Government,fhr'
RUC, Builders Federation) should be set up at fairly senior
level by Mr Bloomfield to discuss further action required.

Drug abuse y
While: there was natronal interest in this subject the situati
in Northern Ireland dld not constitute a major drug problem.
The dual policy of the RUC Drug Squad was to enforce the law TE
vigorously against drug pushers but with a high priority
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also being given to education, prevention and counselliﬁqf*
of users. The much higher profile adopted by the new Head

offences detected and drugs seized in the firlt 4 months
of 1985 compared to the same period in previous ygars. :
DHSS questioneq the possibility of an 1nc:q;gm.tn the novement

ni,'f;--., ---q)q-
or use of drugs in border areas and also tha novcmnnt of

would feed a paper to SCH for consideratioﬁtgf the problem.fg :
The RUC would provide a list of such prope:ties as a basis for‘

the paper.

Housing situation in Belfiast

On the general question of redevelopment the ChiQEIConstable
asked if RUC security constraints at the planning stage were an
impediment. It was generally thought that the _System of
consultation was now well established and eriteria generally known_.
but that it would be useful to have a review of the situation' in
interface areas, again through SCH.

RUC reports on intimidation to NI Housing Executive

Community Relations Branch of the RUC had expefienced
dlfflculty in that some members of the public were given the

impression at Housing Executive offices that the police iah
were responsible for refusing applications for alternative H¥ ;-
accommodation. The letters provided by the police are a statéﬁént
of facts concerning an incident as reported by a complainant,

They would not include hearsay, allegations or offer an opinion,
as to whether the complainants were in any physical danger.

Mr Barry undertook to mention this at Chief Executive level.‘;
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-There was an acknowledged backlog of projects in relation to RUC
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Access tc motor vehicle records

A recent terrorist case had highlighted the wide availability
of records contained in DVLCO Coleraine. Apart from those groupe,?

named in the regulations, any person who can show reasonable %
cause for such information can have access to the records on payment‘
of the set fee. It was agreed that the RUC would pass their views

to the DOE, who would review th: present arrangements.

RUC Building programme (Rayner)

. 5Y ;
.Grave concern was expressed that the ‘mplementation of the Rayner

Repori. on the RUC building programme was much slower than anticipated. f%

buildings and it was an area which could adversely affect morale and where
the Force could be open to charges of neglect if action was not 2. .
forthcoming quickly. In subsequent discussion it was explained ;
that tlhe DOE were giving the RUC a high pPriority but that there was !
& chronic mis-match between available staff and the total workload,
Resources were often stretched and the problem compounded because '
of urgent tasks such as the recent bomb in Chichester Street or

projects where security consideratinns dictated early completion

(eg protection of VIP). Recruitment of staff, particularly at
senior level was slow. However, it was fully accepted that this was a

pressing problem, to be addressed with all possible energy and speed.

Any other business’

The Chief Constable ralsed the question of dialogue at senior level
between officials in the Republfc and Northe;n Ireland, particularly on mat
where a security or terrorist dimension could ba anticipated. The normal
interchange of lnformathn was on social security, education, :
agriculture and similar matters. It was only in such subjects as

the electricity inter-connector and the Newry/Dundalk road that

security would be a consideration. 1In these, the RUC would continue
to be fully involved and consulted. !
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