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During my visit to Londonderry on 2 May 1985 I took the opportunity of
discussing the recent controveréy”surrounding the Honourable The Irish
Society with Pat Devine (Leader of the SDLP on the Council) and Colm
Geary (Clerk to the Council).

I was assured by both that it is a storm in a teacup and that after the
election the issue will probably die away unless, of course, the new
Sinn Fein councillors see it as an issue which will cause division within
the council chamber. Colm Geary said he would not be surprised if the
council lost interest to the extent that they did not even enquire as
to the result of their letter.

Pat Devine, whilst supporting the motion, recognises that the society has
changed its function and image over the years: and has contributed to

progress within the city.

Despite assurances .that . this issue will not be of any great importance.
I would not change my advice that the reply from the Secretary of State
should not issue until after the election or that the Lord Mayor of

London should make his official call on the Mayor of Derry without
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representatives of the Society present.
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