
," 

the drart repJ..v to Xr ?leeber attached to ~r H11J.t. atDUte 

ot 29 October. 

1.8 I have already Irtentioned. 1 ttould. be unhappy about offering 

the Prillle )Unlet-er I ~ext in the terms su.gge8ted. Weshou.ld not 

al.low oureel..-e8 to be ~cd Ut.re1 by the -153 in whlch - in ., 

yle. m1 ~takenll - Ur F1Nher bas e.xpreea'e<1 h1e requeat ror 

u.terial. Thet'e -9 be a ne-cd to prov1de def'el18lve briefing 

t'or th.e debate on tD£G·. attt t.ude to the Fonua report. But 
the 

t.here 18 no reaoon to Atake'POZ"WII the tocus or anyt.hlng t.hat the 

Pr1ae ~iniater 1IIJlY .&J' ebcut Northertl Ireland 1n her opening 

opeecb in the d.ebate; on the contrary, nothing could he Ilore 

calculated to get her ott on th~ wrong foot with t.he Unionists 

an(i, probabl..l't a<>me of' ber 09tl supporters. 

1 attach a draft letur to ~r .Flesher expla.1ning this. end a 

sugge~ted al.ternatl ~ text. 

}1 October 1984 

- roNFI D~TlAL 
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T lflelJber ~q 

10 Downing Street 

you~ letter or 25 October about t~ Prime W1niBtert J!S opening 

speech in the debet« on the Addrese a8ked ua !'or "drat't 

apealdn.a note. on progre •• in t'o~t1n& tb.e Oovel"'Dment'. 

reaponeo to the report ot the new 1 :relan4 Jl'olUm". ;re do not 

think t.t)&t 1 t "ould be right for allJftb1ne tbat the Prime 

I(iniater Bight "1 .about Ilortnern Ireland lu her open1ng 

spee-ch to t~e the POJ'WI &.8 ita f'ocua.. 'rbe P'Ol'11a is not 

lIlentioned in the ~ueellt. Speeeh. and 8UOO an em.phaa1a would 

not, we belteft. be welcome either to Union1ats or to ma.tl,J 

o~ the Governmentts own supportera. I att.$cb. a draft of' wb.at 

we think the Prlae M1nis ter might s8y about Jiortbern l~land 

in the round. ' -
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NORTHERN I~: SPENtIRG J(OTE FOR 
'THE DEBA..'1'E ON THE ~IftESS 

' 1 turn to Jfort.bern lrelan<1 • 

\'ie stand resolut.ely bebin6 al.l t.bose people ot fiort.bem 

1 re land. f"rom , "'hi chever communi tl tbe,)' come. who ,nll 
ba-ve no truCk w1 th vi olence and who aef:k.. bl' ~acet'ul 

and const.ttu.tional. meana, a laating .~uUon to the 

Prov1nce·. pro'blema. We sball roater 'tbeir eff'orta, 
and, by our aecurlt..Y pol1cle8. at.rlve t.o create eondltiona 
in ..,hi ch they can ~ue 'their alad; .. 1 thout f'ear. In 
parti c:ular. we met de«l wl'th abuse and perversion or tbe 

demoeret1c proces8; a8 tOe Grac10us Speecb maee clear, we 
ah&l.l introduce legisl.. UOD to prevent personation at 
electiona ln )iortnf!Ml l~l.and. 

',\e have repeatedly _de elear th.at tbe const1tut.ional atatus 
o~ };orthem lre11lne. .a _ part of the Un! ted Kingdom .ill DOt 

be ohanged with.out the ootUlent or the majority 01" tbe ~ople 
there. 'We were · 61a4 to aee t.01 .. acknowledged in 'the report 
ot' t.he New I~land Forum. and I repeat It no.. But thts 
does not rn~ us from the obligation to respect, in the 

poli tical and other inat1 tutiollS of 'the Province, the 
eu1ture and tl"8.d1t1on.s or the minol"i ty CCluuni ty there. 

Il.Y rt hon !i'riend. the Secretary or .:)t.4te f"or l.ortbern 

1 re1and 111 exploring w1 tb the ~.(\rthern Ireland parties bow 

powera II1ffht "be ret,ume4 to a local administration on 8 

basie .hlot would be .oce~table to botb parta ot the 
communi t)' • 

, 
CONP'l Dm"!'lAL 
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OONPIDINTUL 

w. aba.ll aalntaln t.be 'hll!u~l,. 11nlo1 w1 th the ~e!'Ubl:io or 
. , 

l~el.and which are 10 c1 •• 12'8ble bet.we-eo cl.oae ne1,bboure. 

G am ~ooJcln.g 1"orW~rd to' • conatNotive aeetl~, 1n • little - . . . 

while. with" Dr !It.8eral4~ SUch • re~ .. t1onah1p QaU on1..r 

help the proceas o't rooonc111a lion in the .Norttl. I t pose. 

DO threat ",0 the ~ortb~ro aajor1 t,.. anti those who would 

ha" 1 t otheNiee are prof'oundl,y .aJ.st&ien. ..u..though we 

have welcomed JIlUch in the .P'ol"U.m report, my rt. hen Pr1enO 

the ~ember ror ~avene1 .. de 1t pla1n In the debate laot 

Jul.'y that none of' the t!lree apec1t'1c propoaa.le in t.ne 

report f'or the BovernAeot ot liortherc IreJ.aud would be 

. acceptable. 
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