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SECRETARY OF STATEtS MEETIHG WITH C~!PTROlLER OF NEW YORK CITY 
The Secretary of State is to .eel ~r Harrison Coldin. Comptroller of 
Ne~ York City Council •• nd ~r Pat Doberty. his aide. on Monday 17 
June at S.l~p •. 

. f' 

Personality HoteS 

2. Mr Coldin. who is • lavyer and De.OCTat politician. and was in 
the Hew York ~en.te until he beca.e Comptroller in 1971, is the 
second .ost ~enior elected fi~ure in New York City Council. and is 

\' belie~ed to h~ye higber a.bitions. His p~st as Co~ptroller involves 
the oYer511~t of $lS billion of oper~ting expenses, $1 billion of 
capital spending, and $l§ billion for investment purpose~. 

l. Althougb Mr Goldin has expTe~sed ~onstructive intentions about 
his visit ~hen spea\in& to our representatives in New York. he 
appear~ willina to associate with any ,roup ~ho might further his 
chances of re-electioft in October. He has contacts with a broad 
~p$ctru. of Jrish groups: he appeared on a platfor. last year yith 
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"urti~ C_lvin -.nd representat Oiyes of the Ancient OrJer of 

...... H1bernians; he has clo$e links with the Jrish H~tional C3UCUS; and 

• 

he has atttnded NORAID o dinner~ • 

.c • His aid e. )It r Doh e r t Y. . i, the son 0 fan e _ i g ran t fro 11 

Londond~rry. but he l~ not known to have links with extre.e Irish 

groups, or to hold 'tro~1 opinions o~ the lri~h question . 

BackJround 

s. We have arranged a progra.Be eC wisit~ and aeetings for Hr 

Goldin. 7he$e include talk~ with ~r raddy Dew)lm. ~r John 

Cushnahan. and Mr Narold ~cCusker. and with the Fair Employ~ent 

Age~cy. Mr Goldin has been given Wr John Hu.e's telephone number, 

and it is hoped that be will meet ~r Hu.e on his visit to 

Londonderry oft Sunday_ . (Hr Coldin will be arriYing in Northern 

Ireland on Saturday from Dublin. where we understand his programme 

included .n .ppoin~ment with Hr B~rry.) 

6. We kaye heard disturbing reports tbat the visit may be used to 

align Mr Goldin with Sinn fein, and this is made .ore likely by the 

fact th.t Rit. Hull~n, of the Irisb National Caucus. will be 

accoapanying Nr Goldin on his visit. As I explained in ay 

Sl1bmission of 11 June, there is a danger that the .eeting with the 

Secretary of State might (ollo~ • Sinn Fein oTg~nised progra=De in 

Londonderry on Sunday. For this reason. with the Secretary of 

State's approval, our representatives in Ne~ York have told 

Hr Goldin's office . that the assistance we have given in arranging Mr 

Goldints progra~e w.s on the clear understanding th.t he would be 

re.dy to .eet and listen ~o a ~ide range of constitutional opinion; 

that our help, and the ~eeting wit~ the Secretary of State. -'aht be 

withdrawn if that understandin, is not observed; and that the 
r 

Secret.ry of State would ~eet Mr Goldin .nd Nr Doherty only. ~r 

DOherty ha~ as~ured U$ t~.t the primary purpose of the Londonderry 
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7. .:'1 Dr Bo)·ion·s rf:Qu~st, "rra[}g(>IIH~nIS ha\'c been nade for hie to 

offer ir~nks to ~r Goldin and his party (though not. we hope. N~ 

UtJli.~n) on 18 June. This is in the prograllla~ offered to ~tr (;oldift. 

If the visit 15 pro~lna very different that engaleaent alght b~ 

rev 1 sed but othe rw i se we su&se $ t it ·should KO ahead. 

The J.teetjns 

.) Disinycstmcnt 

8. The focus of the meeting with the Secretary of State will be Hr 

Goldin'5 ~~_paign to have the McBride Principles iaplemented ,md tje 

Govern~ent's record in pro.oting fair employment in Northern lrel.nd. 

Ministers are aware of the atteapt by the Irish ~ational Cau~us to 

compel US companies. eith~r through shareholder resolutions or by 

the thre.t of disinvestaent. to &dopt the WcBride Principles. -

series of prin~iples ostensibly designod to ieprove the lot oC 

ainority groups in the e.ployment field. Briefiftl naterial on the 

McBride Principles is att~ched at Annex 1. 

9. We have been lItaliB~ \'iaorous efCort.s to counter the 

disinvestmentcampBign in US. primArily through IDB and lIS. but 

also through the Chair.an of the FEA. who has written to ~yor loch 

of New York and others. ~ Consul-General in New York has already 

challeft,ed Mr Goldin on bis report and support for the Mc8ride 

Principles. Mr Goldih'S view is that whatever the fair emploraent 

legi51atlon in Northern Ireland might state the eyjdence suggests 

that the law here i5 not beinr sufficiently vigorously imposed aDd 

that discrimination .still persists. His proir .... e is designed to 

put into effect .. hat he has discrlbed as the "high sounding 

principles" embodied in the fair eeployaent legi~lation. Mr Goldin 

considers that our interpretation of the Mc!ride Principles a5 

adaittihi the p05sibility of reverse ,. 
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disc.riDinJtion, perhap~ in the fonl of quotas. ,is "tortured and 

strained". ~r Coldin apparently concedes that other, .i,ht advocate 

the ~pplication of the_~c~ride Principles lor political pU~p05e$ 

unconnected with c.ploy~ent and does ~ot deny "that any inItiative 

that ~enerated controversy mi8ht risk unsettling potential t.ployers 

but he says his concern is to protect Hew Yort Cityt$ inyest~eDt and 

encourage the conduct of fair employ_ent practices 1n co.panies of 

which they were the owners. 

10. The Secretary of State should also be aw~re that the 

Massachusetts Senate and House of Representatives are conSidering a 

draft A.ct whic.h would re"quire the 5t.ate Treasurer, when necessa.ry 

and appropriate. to initiate and support sharehOlder petitions or 

initi~tives requiring US compani~s operatint in ~orthern Ireland to 

adhere to or ~dopt the McBride Principles_ Given that offic,i~l Ul 

participation in the hemrings is ruled out ~T Ji. Eccles will be 

putting the Northern Ireland vie~poiDt. 

11. An analysis of Mr Goldin's report and briefin& on the line to 

take is provided at Annex 11. Also att.ch~d is furtheT information 

regarding f~ir employ.~nt arranteDe~ts in Northern Irrl,nd (Annex 

Ill), and briefing on Sbort5 recruitaent pr,ctices (Annex IV) and a 

note on the current situ~tion regarding contacts with US cOQpanies 

(A.nnex V). 

b) Other issues 

12. AlthouEb Hr Goldin's pri.ary interest is lik~ly to be on ,. 
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emotiwe issue 1~ the us reaain5 strip searching. and, if Hr Goldin 
raises the subject. the Secret~ry of State aay wish to ~and hi. the 
attached copy of our recently published book"let. Other 5pecific . - . 
issues vhith ~ay be raised include security policy (e5pecially 
"shoot to kill" and plastic baton rounds). the Diploek. Courts and 

• Hsupergr~sscs". The Secret~ry of State will no doubt \lish (0 

explain in broad ter.s the Govern.ent's poliCies on these issues if 
they are raised, but I doubt that he should do so unpTo~pted. It 
seems unlikely ~hat ~r Goldin can he persu~ded to alt~r his views 
radically_ 

11. There _igbt be advantage, howe~er. in t~e Secretary of State 
referring directly to the proble. of ~uppor\ in the United States 
for terrorist ori3~isations in Northern Irel~nd. The Secretary of 
State ~ill not want to ,et into A wrangle about HORAID but wc'would 

. " l 

not want Mr Goldin to be able to say afterwards tha~ the Secretary 
of State had .ade no reference to the problem. · In this respect the 
points which .ight be .ade ,re: 

1. Terrorists are ~il1inf. J Irish people And are jeop&rdising 
the prospects for progress. 

2 • . Terrorists are condemned not only by the ut: 
but also the Irish Government, and the SDLP. 

Govern.ent 

l. The U( Goyernment 4 recogni~es and defends the riBbt of con-

stitutional parties to express nationalist views and to wort 
Cor the reunlficltion of Ireland • 
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lhe GovernRent .· c..nnot condone and \oIj 11 have no di ree t 

·dealin, with those ·wbo advocate. condone or support violence. 

Tt can have no truck therefore with Sinn .Fein. 

5. The SDLP attracts far larger electoral support than Sinn 

Fein. ~hich is Qotreprescntati~e of the a'jortty of nationalist 

opinion in Northern Ireland. 

6. The Govern~ent re£rets the actions of those in other 

countries who. perhaps unwittingly, support violence in 

Northern Ireland either by financial assistance to orggnisa­
. by 

tions ,like t;ORAID or/deconstf8ting in their support. 

1. Such support only gives encour_aeQent to terroris. 

13. The Secretary of State may also wish to ~~le clear to Nr Goldin 

his deter.ination to work for ,ceater peace .n~ politic.l 

understanding in ~orthern Ireland. ~uch reckless opposition in the 

United States is bo{~e of a sense of frustration and a brief outline 

of Government policy on internal development and Anglo-Irish 

relations should at least put on record that the Government is 

trying to be constructive. 

'7 .M · i "'- ~Q~f10ENT~ 
~ , 

J H Lyon 
14 .June 1985 
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