
CONY! DENt IAl. 

POLtTICAL OEVELOPMENT GROUP 

Mote of • ~et!ng on P~td8y 13 March 

Present: Hr Burns (ChainDan) 
Hr lUOOlIlield 
M-r I.. W Ste~het\6 
Hr Elliott 
Hr Cheste~ton 
Hr SpenC'e 
Kt' Wood 
1'(y McCo\'\'t\ft 1 \ 
Hr C Hewitt 
Hr S He1olirl:" 
Ht" 8ell 
Ht:' Kirk 
14r N HIlmilton 
Hr. Ilickard 

) S~cretlJrlat. 
Hr Priestly 

~r.sent Political Situation . --~--. 

1. Within Northern 1 reland. the-.t"e had bee" few deve t()pments 

since the last POG on 11 februln~. The uni.(ld.st 'Task Force' 

\186 still engag~d in discussion of alter-n8the~ to the 

AgT'e~ment. The unionls t rea.et Lon to the St!,;· n~t.ary of St8te' s 

Tesponse to the petition had been on pre.;;liC !:6b}e lines;; there 

VAS no sign of 11 new phase ! n the t'smp-aig-n )1 oppos 1 tion to t .he 

Agreement. In the Republ le. the new 8ovel"r.UE-t'lt had been 

installed on H> Harch. ~e-ssrs )\c-SharY'Y, Cc.!..1i.ns j end Lenihan 

would be the- DOSe BiS1'l1U.clknt figures in. 8 ~w..,e-.rnment othe:l:'wise 

dOlllinated by )ir Maushey. Tne St~Tetary of State >JOuld be 

inviting )§r Lenihl\l) to \)It'\d\ as f;O<:.m as CoC'.'fec\t.ent. to it:tpress 

upon him the impQ'Ct.tu\ce 0 f pub lic support fOl: the Agreement:. 

2. Looking further ahead ~ t~ Public Otde ':- Ol'der WIIS due to 

cCMle into force on 1 Apr i 1. I t would b~ iR:~ (.t· tant t:o provide 

the Sec~etary of State wi~h ao advance &$S~s;ment of likely 
unionist r~.ction in the run up to Easter. 
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3. Work w •• la haod on papeTs O~ ways of ~~co~~aging 

devolution and increasing the acceptability ~f direct rule. An 

apprai,.l of the a~hle~eaents of t:he Anglo-J.rish Agreeaent 80 

far was belna co-ordinated by SlL. Work wa S also in hand on a 
tWhite 'apert which would now be entitled 1:~rTent Issues'. 

4 . The paper 'Easing thtt Log-jail' had bH cJ submitted to the 

Secretary of State who had responded. Arts ins frolll this: 

(i) the Secretary of State would shortly be Approaching 

the SDLP to seek e meeting (a &i~ i l~Y approach would 

be •• de to Alliance), The object would be to 

encourage great.r part icipat ion l:,tt the SD1~P in NI 

politics; 

(ii) CPL was co-ordinating work on key ~oints for inclusion 

1n Min.isterial $peech.es~ care shC>olld be taken that 

these were not addressed exclusiv~ly to unionists; 

(lii) PSG had put propos.ls to the Secretary of State for & 

serJ.es of Minis.ter-i.al speeches and articles in the 

pr.ss (including one for t.he Iti ~ h News which might 
reinforce the Se.cretary of StAte~s ~~ssage to the 

SDLP). The S~cret8ry of St.te h~d not ~espondedJ but 

care should be taken that these p~opos81s were not 
108 t s isht of; 

(iv) there might be ways of drawing the $DtP at local level 

into ~ loser contact \11 th NI Deplll' ~me-nt6, perhaps 

through so~e new consultative m4~hinery. This ~1ght 

have iapl1cations for the (presett ";ly contracting) 

d~veloplllent offieer and ares offi·~er service; 

(v) MT Scot.t has recently agreed to ~~(~ the Bishops 1)41y 

on a regular basts. Or M.whinne~ was to do likewl~e 
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on educAtion .atters. NIO(L) shoul~ b~ kept inforaed 

of auch exchanI8&. In addition, it .ight be possible 

fo~ che Secretar, of Sta~e to host tunches for 

influential prleats~ 

(vi) the SecTetary of StAte had jU6t agt~~d to si~ 

additional visit& by "In16tars~ such visits sight 

helpfully be used to foste1" contact ... lth the SDLP at 

loeal level. 

5. The Secretary of St,lte had aSKed for fu ~: ther advice on the 

deve}op1nent of policy; ePL "'ere preptu·tng thh~. The 

GovernPtent t. po! icy needed to provide 8. res p.:·nse to S inn Fein' s 

.ttempt~ to hijack the Irish language. as well 8S to Irish 

pres.ure for change through the Conference. 

6. Slnn Feints interest in the 14ugua,ge ~a ~, designed to hel.p 

theJ:I ups t.ge the SDLP 88 inher-i tors of t.he t~~\t 'lona.l is t 

tradition. The use of lrish could Annoy th~ ~ecurity forces; 

"'hllst l1:"iah lao&uage orgar1isati.ons could b1: \lS~ 86 fronts for 

Slnn Fein. lhe issue hel~G to consolidate Sinn Felo1s 

influence in the nationalist cO*eunity. The lrish Gover~ent. 

on the other handy wa6 eoncerned to reduce Si un Feints 

influence t and to relDOVEl • potenr.illl sour'c~ of friction bet\ieen 

nattonal1sts And the NI adainistrat1on. A hLgh regard for Irish 

vas part of the cultural equipment of the F.fDubl ic f.s higher 

.d~iol.tr8tors and th.1~ advocacy of lri~h ~~flect~ tneir 

per.onsl ta,tes and preferences. 

1. Within Northern lrel • . nd, Allial\ce an.d f t~ Workers Party 

regarded the i.sue a. div 1 sive; unionist.$ \/ €:!:'e totally opposed; 

and the deBTee of SDLP inten~st. reflected trd!' st.ate of its 

coapetition with stnn F.l~ for nationali't support. It W8B 

noteworthy that. at pre$tmt. the SDLP' 8 Iri t h l.a.ngu4ge pol.icy 

vat aArkedly .ore extreae tban that adVoc6ted by the Irish 

8overn.ent in the Conference. 
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8. It vaa unlikely that pressure 00 HI"(; t':l do sOtnething for 

the lrlsh lanBua,e would cease. ~ HaUJheY'6 a~po1nt.ent of 
hluel f as l11.nist6t for the Cae \ tac:ht POTt4t \.ded renewed Ir i&h 

interest. But the GoveTnment'5 PQ\1~y snoQ,d he deter.tned by 

the d .. ands of equitable &ov~rooent in Nortr~rn Ireland, rathec 

than by ~ea~on8e. to out&lde pr~ssure6. ~~in6t this 
b.eKgrou~. IT\~h lan8u.,e policy shocld aer.k to r~ove 

oblta,cles to t.he ua~ of tri£h, rather than E:~tivel'Y ptomote it. 

Unduly divisive aethods should be e&~hewedi b~t tneye re~ained 

~on&iderabl. scope for sm&11 .e4SU~~$ which .ig~t have a 
dl.sproport i.onate ly favourable effect: on nat ~: ot\a list opinion. It 

_i,ht. be possible to act {I\ the field of In:sh traditional 

culture, a8 veIl .8 that of langu4ge. Sinn fein's use and 

exploitation of the IrLsh l.ang\..oIge could nor tw altogether 

prevented. bur: Governtaent could seek ~o ain l a&lse it. 

9. The Group considered the ~ape~ ~ircu\~~ed und~r Mr Spencers 

minute of !) MBrch. 'Thi& propos~d a package of \ninor reforms to 

.tref\8tnen local 8()verrn~tnt, bu.e.d on c\,\t'r~ \\t G6 thinking rising 

from the Widdlco.be 'kePQrt. 'l.e.lislation wo!,.ld be required to 

p\lt thelli. into effect; thi.s could be Qt)ne in t iae for the May 

1989 electi.on. 1ft di8cusaton the following points were aade: 

(i) there ",.a doubt as to whetb~r the . ·iddlcoebe 

rec~endattons would be en.cted (cr GS before the 

1989 elections; it disht be diffi~~lt fo~ NI to 
precede ca; 

(i1) the propo,~ reforas. whilst val unble, did not 
necesGarl1y tackle the mos~ fund~aent&l problems of 

local Boverneent in Northern lrelBnd . There was. for 
ex-ample. ,. rel.t looshlp bet' ... een the range of local 

council function.f and the quality of personnel 
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attracted to local lovernaent. 7l.-:e prOpossls to be 

considered .hould, ther'efore. include thE" possihility 

of devolvln. sO&~ .additionBl mino( fllnc.tions t.o l(l~al 

BDvernltent; 

(lil) proportionality in council a?po\ntcent~ vas a large 

part of the propotals; hut that p'(t~s.u?p()&eo effective 

Act ion to eltc \\\d~ S\.nn 1'ein ftoSl C':l\\nc i ts, 'Which was 

.t best _ doubtful Assuaption. 

10, It '-'&$ as't'eed that the Vropos.ls shoul< hi' vorked up 

further by OOE. to include the p~ssibitlty 0: granting 

additional minor functions to councils. Wh('~ D ready, the revise,d 

proposals should be referrerl back to YDG be!',)l:€ being submitted 

to Hini8ters. 

~ct{on Arising 

11. The ' following actJon ~8S Agreed: 

(i) Hr :Elliott ana l"Ir KcConn~ll sh(lu)'~~ p-:epare, ml the 

(it) 

basis of •• teria1 ~upplied by .~ 

8ssessaent of the \ikelv un~,onist r(!8~tiQ'()s t:o t.he .. 
cooing tnto effect of the Public Otder OTde~ on 

1 Ap'C1. \ • MT St~p~~ end HT _!~!::', should be 

consu\ted. "nlis should cover. the r·f:!riod to Easter, 

.. "d should be. sub~itt.ed to the Se::-retary of Scate by 
25(26 H .. :cch; 

Central Sec'ret4Ti.u:, in coosultati,on with DOE and PAB -- ~, 

should gi V~ further considt'rat 101'1 to the pOS5 ibi I ity 

of improving on the e~isting t8ch i nery for 

consultatIon between departments and political parties 

at local level. 
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\2. In addition. the Group noted that: 

(l) papers were bei.ng draft:ed by CPl an ,","ays of achieving 

devolution and on 'Pos~tble ch.ng~s to the­

adminiatration of direct rul~) 

(i1) CPL vould eo-oTdtnate key points fOT Hini$ters' 

8pe~ehes. &nd '-Iou\d prepar~ a P&l>llt" (or the Secretary 

of St-te on ITi&h language policy, 

(lii) DOE would work up further the proposals in Hr Spence's 

paper- of .5 March. anrl return to Pl)(; before 5ubroitt ins 

them to Ministers. 

Date of Next MeetiDJ 

13. The next meeting would be At 2.1~pm on Tue~day 1 April in 
StoLmont House Confeceoce Room. 

-111 J L- fL· 
S L RICKAItO 
CPL 

l ~ March 1987 

D6S~ 

Distrihutiot:: 
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those present 
PS/PUS (L5rB)-1\1 
Hr Watkfns (L&B) 
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