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27 JUIle 1985 

PABLIAHEWfARY QUESTION 

The Secretary or Sl;a't;e, Rt; Hon Douglas Hurd HP, today gave the 
following wri tten parliamentary reply 1;0 Hr John (1 Taylor 
(Solihull), who had asked what plans Hr Hurd has to ensure 

that Government financial support for community activities is 

not used to foster the aims and objectives of paramilitary 
interests. 

Urlfurd: "It is the Government's oolicy to encourage voluntary 
and community-based activity which has the genuine aim of 

improving social, environmental or economic conditions in areas 

of need, and yarious grant-aid schemes exist for such purpose,. 
However I am satisfied, from information available to me, that 
there are cases in whioh some cDlIDnwli ty groups, or persollS 
promillent in the direc tioll or 'nallagement of some community I 

groups, have sUfficiently close links wi th paramilitary organisa HOIlS 
to giYe rise to a grave risk that to give suoport to those groups 
would have the effect of improving the 'standing and fUrtherinv, 

the aims of a paramili tary organisation, .whether direct!.;-- or 

indirectly. I do not consider that any such Use of i';overllrnent 
funds would be in the oUblic interest, and in 1U!1 particular 

ease in 'rhich I arn satisfied tha t these candi Hans Drevai 1 110 
grant will be paid." 
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