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Present:- , Secreta~y of State 

Hr Price 
Hr Reams (US Embassyt 
M.r Lyon 
Kc Sand1ford 

Hr Price said that his recent. t.rip to 'the US had been very useful. 

N~ had had dinner with the Pr~s1dent and MIs Reagan.. The fir t thin,q 

the President had ~cntio~ed had been the Briqhton bomb. and be had 

known that Hr Price had been in Bri9hton on the day of the explosion. 

The President had shown his eonCQrn ~bout the bomb. about the shipment 

of anas from the us to the IRA, an~ about financial support froa the 

US for the IRA. The President WAS concerned to know how the 

mea a9~ could be got across ~ the tiny minority in the US who 

provided .upport for the lRA ·that they were not help1ftq the victims 

of ~ufferi~9 but =helping to -create new victi~s • 
• 

2. Hr Price said that in his meetings with Federal officiAls he 

had been given detailed operative 1nfo~ation, and h~d been qUite 

Gatt_fied that co-ordinAtion betveen th~ agenciea in the US, the 

Republic and the UX was satisfActory. 

- 3. Hr Price expla!ned ~hat ther vas a stron9 s~ntimental attach-

ment among many American. to their Irish ancestors. He illustrated 

this by reference to the St Patrickts Day Parade which had ~n 

instituted in Kansas City, Kls$ouri, ~bout six year5 AgO. This h4d 

so grown in popularity that on the most recent oeeftsion over 100,000 
• • 

people bad paraded to an area near an lxi$h bar for qeneral celebration 

4. - Hr Price $aid t:hat. he h.d spoken thre tillSs on the ra.dio, 

And twice On TV, in the UX recently on the issue of bann1nq NORAtD, 

.nd thought he h~d aaid all he ua fully could. 

r 

s. 
and 
t.he 

, 

Th. 

·fof' 

us. 

Seer~t:ary ot St.t~ ft\anked Hr Pr1.ce for all that he r.ad done, 

tht statement he had issued following his recent visit to 

The Secretary 'of StAte added that anythln9 the Pres1dent 
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coul~ say 'publicly to dis.courage a •• 1st.ance to the IRA ·vO,Jld be ,Ilelp'" 

ful. Mr Price conf1"rrn.ed that. the- US Administration wished to do ,,11 
1 ~_ ~' 

it ·could, and referred in paasinq to · Mr Sehult2 t a recen~ comments 
~ . 

on action a'ga1nst terrorism.. . " ,' , 
. , 

• . , 
. . . 

, 

6. Hr Price referre4 to 'e~pectatlons about the forthoomln9 Anqlo-

trtat\ 'Summlt, ' and speculeted that these rniqht. ~ 9reat.er t.han they 

had been before th~ 8r~9nton bomb. The Secretary of Stat~ said that 
• 

a slightly difficult phase vaa ln prospect, since the Dublin 

Government bad, t le.at until recently. apparently pers! ted in 

the hope th.t t least ~he -joint authorlty· option of th~ Forum 
Report m.i<jht find favour wit.h the U~ Covernment~ despite the clear 

statement by Mr p,,!or in the Common debate on the ForUJII Report al\d 

othardocusnents on 1 July that "none of t:b~ three options were feasible. 

-rh Secretary of Sta.te added •. how~v~r, that the PriDe Hln15ter had 

conSiderable liking And re pect for Dr FitzGerald. And that both . 

would be try.in9 hard. to be constructive.. Nevertheless, t.he Prime 

.Kinlster wa.s cautioua llbc)ut the scope for progress. 

~ 

7. ·The Secretary 'of State said that, daring his own recent viSit 

, to Dubti-n-*- he .bad -had 900d diacusst-ons with :Ir!--sb- Mini&t.C!rs, but 

thou9ht that they were perh&ps little di.appOint~ that joint 

authority r:ont.1nued to be excluded as an option. - The Secretary of 

St.t~ and Hr Price agreed that same of the reported recent expect8tions 

.bout the Anglo-Irish Summit appeared ~o be so.mewh~t cX8ggerated. 

-
8. Hr Price referred briefly to • r~dio phone-in proqr~ on 

which be had appeared, when he hed ~~n asked whether the us 
• 

Adm1ftistration favoured t.h~ unification o,f Ireland. Hr Price had 

sai4 that, by constra~w1th state .. nts by Mrs Fercaro, the current 

Administration in the us did not regard itself .5 having an invit4tion 

or obliqation to eek to ~t as broker to a setkl&,.nt of the Irish 
. 

question. 

-
9. Tne 'Secretary of State ._id th.t. 1n his ovn discuaslons with 

the Party Leaders In Northern Ir.land, .he had found th~ Unionist. 

- aad the SDLP talking abou~ d1.tferent -things. The Unionists were 
~ , . 
app_rent1y pr-epar~ t.o make ~na~der&.ble concc.,loJl& to the 

1ft purau1t of arrangeJnent.a for devolved government. .. : Tbe· SDLP, hOve"r, 
• (, 'l'" 

• J ~ I t. .' . - . ' 

appeared to be 1\0 longer ~"ter •• t84 in such po ••. l~litfe8. a.nd put 

CONfJDEN'j tAr . . 



I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

. 1 

© PRONI CENTI3/22A 

-
, 

CONFIDENllAl 
eaphas1s inste.d on seeurin9 an Ir1sh dimension, by VhlCh they aeant 

; 

tbe ~nvolv~n~ 1n sone woy of the Government of the kepublie • 
• 

• . . ". . -
10. Hr ~r~ee asked what the Government ,of* the Republi~· cou16 do 

. . , 
to 1mprove securit.y _ •• urea. T.h~ Secretary of State said that t.h.at \. 

~v rruaent. .p~ar~ \.0 beHeve that' it was already doing all it could I 
~ .~'-~ I· 

ft that d1rection, but .t~t t~y ne.eded to be involve-L,in other 'ways I' 

lf the problss of the NO,rth vere' to be resolved. In reply to. . ,1", I 
• 

further question f~ Hr Prie~ the secretary of StAte explained that 

OX Ministers visitin9 Dublin were co~nly asked to commen~ on 

vaziety of po1.nt: , some relatively $st\all, about security policy nd 
practice. This in turn led t:o sU9gestion. that $Ome form of joint.: 

security comrn:lsslon 1D19ht be established, to dea.l wit:h such issues; 

on either side of the border. But it was still far lro~ clear ~t 

19ht come of all thl •• 

• 

11. Discussion turned to induatry and commerce. Hr Price said 

that h. had been i.pressed, not ·only by the level .. Qf support. qiven. 

to lftVe5t~nt in Northern Ireland. but also hy the abilities anc 

productiY·i,~Y' -of the 'iIrOrk:force -&l1d --by t.he "AIIJOUnt of US i.nvestDent ­

vh1'Ctl · t-ook place -4JejJp1u - ,the -- lu-r-!4 pict.\lr-e O-f-t.en :-:port;rayed-by --" "- - ; 

journa~ist$ or ~adcaster6. rhe Secretary of State , a9reed -tha~ 

~here vas· .. far -JllQre normality -' nNOrthern ,IrelAM -t.hAn was always . 

acknowledged. and that a -lot. of hard work went 011 in vaystlutt' were 

not. lways' reporte-d. He agreed, hmfever I wit.h M.r Price that. th·e 

9rovth in the population l~ to 1ncreasln9 numbers seeking wo.k. 

feover, the De Lorean affair bad led to a certain AJIlOunt of 

cy~1clBm about ~he . ben.fits of attreeting speculative lnvest~nt. 

Hr Price Ment~oned that t~rQ had been encoura~in9 news about 

certifieat1.on for the Lear FaJ:' project. Th~ Secretary of State aqr6ecl, 

but ·added that the de14Y which had occurred had cAu5ed s19nific~~t 

finane1el probleE5, a~ that the future of ~~ project was uncle~r. , 
" . 

On the ether band, the recent announeem~nt of Japanese inve.~ent 

proudction of cigarette li9~ters vas welcome • 

. 
12. Hr Priee turned to ~i.cu.slon of Dr Paisley_ The Seeretar,x 

, of State cOIIVIlented thet he had met Dr Paisley quite ~ftC!n since 'r~ '. ,~"".' 
, 

Utt~9 up his post, becau •• of Dr Pa1s1~y's ehainnanship of "the ' 
/ ~. .. . 

A9r1c~lturc · C~itt •• of 'the- AsssEbly. In .that role Dr Paisley 
v.a . practi~al and courteous. " The S~cret~ry of State add.~ ~; ~yeI'4' 

I "',.. ... '. ( .""" 

th.~ ha hU J)ot en~Wlt.red D{ Palaley in ctrcwutance. ·of , ~' , 
, '" . . .\ 
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~n8titutional . 'controversy, and quite unc!e-rstood that Dr ~e.laley 

w •• liable ·~o be more excitable on such occasions. The Secretary 
. .. . . . 

of St te found it d1.ffieult. to know whether .. Or Pai ley waa content. 

to be • &i9n1flcant fj.<Jure w1t:bia ~he 'current .rran9~nts, or , ... . . , . 
whether he . would be prepared to .ak~ '~he eons1derable conces- 10n 

• ~ ~ . 
which woul(l be need d to ~ake pOssible any fOrD of devolved 'i0vernment t 

1n which Or paii}ey cOuld t.ake resJX)ns.ibillty for gover11lftent. 

'J. In reply to • qu~'t1on from the Secretary of State, Hr Price 
• explained th.t he ~ight . V1s1t Northern Ireland in late~prin9. He 

h d been very pleased with hi. previous visit to Northern lreland l 

and with the way in which the Shorts contract for the USAF had t.urned 

out. In his ' .r~nt t!1scu.::· ~t)n. vitbUS oft icials, he h,ad emphasised 

'his wish bo be Lnformed of developments on comparable oon~r&ct5 ~hi~h 

might be of interest. 

1.. The Secretary of State referred to the wish of the ItUC to 

obtain Ruger 9uns~ Hr Re~s explained that, technically. the 

ltcenee t.o provide the guns was st.ill pending. that having been 

the "':l"rans~t made wh~n . ~. ~Ti.p..D~1.leill and others had applied 

political pressure eg.j.nst~ the 5upply ---of arJl)$-:t.o -the -4lUC~ ' =~ -Mr 0" 

stance- h.aQ been caused in part; At. · l-easrby-~ .vistt -"to -aV9td ' ~ bei-mJ 

outflAnk~d" 'by .Hr BiaCJgi~ .EV.·n. a r~centproposal to ~ahip blank 

a""unit~on had ~el') t.he subject of T recent- controversy .. -- Hr ~1:1-c:e -' . 

• qreed with !:h4! secretary ~f State that t.iming vas crltical lon 

hudllng sucb i.sues. but added that the present aoment wa.s not 
th Il1O t propit1ous for I114king proqress. It vas a(]reed, however. ' 

.. . th.t Mr Lyon would ke-ep ift touch with Hr ReaFa Oh t:he subject • 

. ' 

15.. The Secretary of State salCl t.hat he might given consideration 

to visitino t~ us in ·198S. ~h. Ambassador commented thAt the .. 
near future might be quite a ~ood t~e . to mak@ such a visit, n view 

the concern about terrorism aroue ... " by the Brightop bomb. Tbe 

S.c~et.ry of State and Hr Pri.ce agr~ed ' to keep in touch .bQut such 
poSs1bl11tles. In ad~1tion# the Secretary of St.a.t. encouraged Kt . 

Price to k'eep hla l~tormed .bout any influenti_l visitors fro. ~h~ '.-r. 

US wbo might. be interested tn visiting! Horthern lrel&nd. Mr Pri.ce ' .:: .. : . ~ 

JlGntloned tha~ he had beeft concerned about the recant v1 it. 'by OS :' 
. ,.,.,.. . . 

8i.hops to Northen Ireland. but thought that 1n the event .ttMt. "11..1 

had · turned 'The Se<e~et.ry of State &gre-ed, . an&! .x!>lat,,:··, '~ ... " 
. t:hat he 

......... ~.~ ..... ~ ...... ~ ......... ~ .... .:..-': ... -..... -.-.. -.~ .... : ........... ~ ... !?9_~mEN 1111[:_.~ ... ~.~ , 
.. Jo • .. 




	proni_CENT-3-22A_1984-11-05_p1
	proni_CENT-3-22A_1984-11-05_p2
	proni_CENT-3-22A_1984-11-05_p3
	proni_CENT-3-22A_1984-11-05_p4
	proni_CENT-3-22A_1984-11-05_p5

