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MEETING WITH SENATOR JOHN KERRY 

L/8/1S/MLR 

PS/SofS (L&B) 
PS/Min of S (L&B) 
PS/PUS(B) 
PS/Sir K Bloomfield 
Mr Fell 
Mr Ellid~ Mr Blackw 11 ..,q~· 
Mr R Wil "DED 
Mr J McC nnell 
Mr Leach 
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You were present when PUS met Senator John Kerry on 
10 August. Although most of the discussion centred on the general 
political, economic and security situation, the Senator raised the 
following points. 

MacBride 

In response to an inquiry about the Government's campaign 
against the MacBride Principles PUS explained that the Government's 
position had recently changed from one of attacking the Principles 
head-on to trying to focus on establishing fair employment practice 
in Northern Ireland. The Government would be publishing in 
September a Guide to effective equal opportunity practices which 
would be followed by legislative provisions. The Government's main 
concern over the Principles was their effect of discouraging foreign 
investment in Northern Ireland. Senator Kerry remarked that he had 
heard that the Irish had given a certain amount of support to the 
Government's policy. PUS replied that the Government had reached a 
considerable measure of agreement with the Irish Government and had 
also enj oyed strong support from Jo-hn Hume. ~vhi le not denying that 
a probl em existed, PUS said that progress was being made - the 
position in Shorts was improving with the development of its factory 
in West Belfast likely to employ a number of Catholics; and Gallaher 
Ltd, a subsidiary of American Brands, was employing Catholics in 
roughly equal proportion to their number in the catchment area from 
which the firm drew its labour. 

Immigration 

Senator Kerry saifi that he had noticed in recent months a 
significant increase in the number of people with Irish accents 
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in the Boston area. Many of these were ~oubtless in the States 
illegally. This was a growing concern which he would likely be 
taking up with the US administration. He asked if the US Government 
had raised this issue with the UK Government. PUS said he was not 
aware that the issue had been raised; he was conscious however of a 
large degree of emigration from the Irish Republic, not least 
because of its serious economic problems. 

Administration of Justice 

The Senator suggested that 'opening up' the justice process 
would gain much support from the minority community. By this he 
meant not only the introduction of 3-judge courts but also a return 
to jury trials for scheduled offences. PUS explained that the 
administration of justice in Northern Ireland had been the subject 

-----0 f~muG-h-Q-i~-s-s~.n----a-t-I-G-mee-t~nCj-s..,=----'I!h~I-H-s-l:l-ha·~-t--s-t---£-G-ng---~-. 
pressure on the Government for the introduction of 3-judge courts 
although this had been resisted on the grounds of both principle and 
practice. The Government looked forward to a return to jury trials 
but in the present circumstances this was not possible. 
Difficulties remained over how to protect jurors and there was 
always the possibility of partial verdicts being given, depending on 
the composition of a jury. The Senator acknowledged these points 
but encouraged the Government to think positively about ways in 
which these problems could be overcome and of the benefits which 
might accrue from changes in the judicial system. 

Anglo-Irish Agreement 

The Senator said that the Agreement had been welcomed 
generally by his Senate colleagues. He personally saw it as a 
courageous step forward. He regretted the delay in providing the 
American contribution to the International Fund - nevertheless he 
said it was a considerable sum which compared favourably with other 
foreign aid programmes. PUS said that more importantly the 
contribution was a symbol of US support for the Agreement which was 
greatly valued by both the UK and Irish Governments. 

J McKERVILL 
PS/PUS 

11 August 1987 
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PS/POS (L) cc rs/& of S (L'B) - " 
P$/~I 6tenley (L&B} - M 
PS/WS Cl) - M 
PS/$ir X Bloomileld - M 
Kc i'.ll - M 
lit .. ":he"tertoft 
.r Elliott - M 
fir 81 ilckve 11 - M .r Po Nil.on - M 
lit: J lIIcCo"a.ll - f( 
(without .tt.~Dt.) 

1. FallowiruJ a request froa the PCO lat.e la.st ~Kk. PUS has agreed 

at sbort notice to aeet $eD_tor John Kerry (DeMoc~.tic -
Ifa$.achuaetts) in London ~od .. y at •. 30pm. PUS ba., met the Senator 

once before$ in August 1'85 (note of aeetinq at MAeX C). 

2. 80tll the -.ssaehu.etta Senators are Derr:!ocrbts (the other one 
being Edward Kennedy). III Kerry has a Boston Irish baek9round and 

is at t he green end of tb.e Friend& of frelane 9!"ouP in Cont;sress. 

His . a in interests .re iDte[oatiOft.l and ar~ (~ntrol issues, and be 

is an ()utspokeft critiC of "'''7 Reagan a4IDiDiatta.tion policies (~ on 

SDI, ABM Trea~ Interpretation, Con.tra Ai4, Gulf Reflag9ing/ 
Escortin;) ~ Be is • _robe: of the &en.te 'o"eigft .elatiod 
~tbee, aftG i8 4e$~~ibed aa yO»hV# b~i9ht and generally well 
lnfoDae4. 

3. ~ .;or i$tSUe of cone_re to \l$ U t.he U~ at the IWlIDent la tt\e 

c..,.i .... fox t.he ttaeatl4e Pt;lnciples.. Roweve:r. tnis has 80 fat tRade 

li~tle ~ay et CoDg~essiODal level; ~tox D·~to·s Bill h~s 
beaa stalled for &o.e ti_ ( .. hope p8&:lUfte1\tly) ln the Senate 
piaaaee eo.ittee, "ile COngr ..... ll Pisb.'. ail.l 1. alail.rly ured 
i~ ~ House. ..t,ber tb_a .. joriDg OD ~c8ride, tberefor.~ PUS may 
.iah bD ofter • feDeral review of the po.itiOft in aottbern Ireland. 
poiatill9 particularly to the fi ra evidanee prcrd.ct.d by the 
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anglo- Irish Agreeaent of our understan6ing aftd respect for 
~tiODa11.t inter.sts \n .the Province .ft~ tbe (~unality Of our 

app~oa(:h on a vide raruJ4e of IUttez:s with 'the 1 1: \:sh GDvernmen t. (11 

.,.aking DOte Oft tbe A4t.~t is at tached). PUS ~y also vish to 

.tress how much the veaerouI Americ~n coftttibUt \on toward. the 
IAte~tion.l Fund is v.lued thcouqbout In.land. (Con9r ••• 

• utaorised • '120 ~lljo. contribution - '50 million in 1986 .nd '35 
a.llliOli in 1' • ., ."" 1"'). 

... fte follOlliag brieft ... ia attached: 

Anglo-Irish A9reement/GeDe~.l Political .ituatiou - points to 
MILe 

Pair Employaent - polata to Bake 

Security [asues - points to aake 

Anma Embarqo/Sborts/~trad ition - line to i ~ke if raised . 

AJQfEX A 

AJfJIKX • 

AD£X C 

ADP 0 

15 Ju l y announcement 
HacBride Prin~ iples 

Note of 22 August 1985 meeting 

Person,a l Ity aate 011 Senator Kerry 

STe~~'" J. i, e acl... __ _ 
B J LEACH 
alL 

10 Aac)uat 1'" 

F/l'52 
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Aa91o-1riab Agreeaent of OUt under.taa4ing .ftd respect for 
J\At.ionaliat inter.at. la the Province a"tl tbe c!01rftunality of OUI 

&PPt~ 01\ a wi4e raNJe of •• ttets with 'the ll:isn Governaent. (" 

. ·,eaking aote Oft the A.Qs:.~t i5 attached). t-US .... y also wish to 

.tress how much the .eaeroa. ~ric.n coftttibUtton t~.t4. the 
latel"D.8tioaal hod is v.lued througbout Ireland. (Con9r ••• 

• utaorised _ '120 .ullio. contribution - '50 million in 1986 .nd '35 
afllio. t. 1"7 .nd 1"',. 

Anglo-Irlsh Agreement/General Political .ituatioD - points to 
MILe 

Pair EmplQyaent - poiata to •• ke 

Arma £mbarQo/Sho~ta/.xtradition - line to take if rlised. 

15 July announcement 
HacBride Pr in: iples 

~te of 22 AUfust 1985 meeting 

Personality note OD senator Kerry 

STefe~'" "J. L, e a.c{~_ 
8 J LEACH 

alL 

10 hguat: 198' 
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